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Follow us on Twitter!
@TheMainEventUK

Like our Facebook page
www.facebook.com (Main Event Weddings Shows Ltd)

Spring Shows 2015
ALL ShoWS rUn FroM 11AM - 3.00 pM UnLESS oThErWiSE STATEd

The bEST shows,
the bEST suppliers
& the bEST variety Image supplied by www.webbweddings.co.uk

ESSEX 

Cp Colchester Five Lakes 
Sunday 4th January
Colchester Road, 
Tolleshunt Knights, 
Essex  Cm9 8hx

houchins 
Sunday 11th January
houchins Farm, 
Coggeshall, 
Colchester, Essex, Co6 1RT

prested hall
Sunday 18th January
12pm – 4pm 
Feering, Colchester, 
Essex  Co5 9EE

Gilwell park 
Sunday 15th February
Bury Road, Chingford, 
East London  E4 7qw

hylands house
Sunday 1st March 
hylands Park, London Road, 
Chelmsford, Essex  
Cm2 8wq

Channels Golf Club
Sunday 8th March
Pratts Farm Lane East, 
Little waltham, Chelmsford, 
Essex  Cm3 3PT

The reid rooms 
Sunday 22nd March
marks hall Lane, 
margaret Roding, 
Nr Chelmsford,  
Essex  Cm6 1qT

Waltham Abbey Marriott
Sunday 22nd March
old Shire Lane
waltham Abbey
Essex EN9 3Lx

Colchester Town hall
Sunday 29th March
high Street, 
Colchester, 
Essex  Co1 1Pj

Canons brook Golf Club
Sunday 29th March
Elizabeth way, 
harlow, 
Essex  Cm19 5BE

pontlands park 
Sunday 10th May  
West Hanningfield Road, 
Great Baddow, Chelmsford, 
Essex  Cm2 8hR

nEW VEnUE
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for more information on these shows, please contact us:
t: 01245 895470  •  E: info@mainweddingsandevents.co.uk  •  W: www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk

HERtfoRdsHiRE

the legacy gr Hallingbury manor 
sunday 11th January 
Great Hallingbury, 
Bishop’s Stortford
Herts  Cm22 7tj

brocket Hall 
sunday 18th January
Welwyn, 
Hertfordshire  Al8 7xG

Hanbury manor
sunday 25th January 
*Fashion Show 12pm & 2pm*  
A marriott Hotel & Country Club, 
Ware, Herts  SG12 0Sd

Hanbury manor
sunday 12th april 
*Fashion Show 12pm & 2pm* 
A marriott Hotel & Country Club, 
Ware, Herts  SG12 0Sd

the legacy gt Hallingbury manor 
sunday 17th may 
Great Hallingbury, 
Bishop’s Stortford
Herts  Cm22 7tj

KEnt

Port lympne mansion Hotel
sunday 4th January
Port lympne Wild Animal Park,
lympne, Nr Hythe, 
Kent  Ct21 4lr

lympne castle 
sunday 11th January 
the Street, lympne, 
Kent  Ct21 4lq

tudor Park
sunday 1st february 
Ashford road
Bearsted, 
Kent, me14 4Nq

the Hop farm
sunday 8th february
maidstone rd, Paddock Wood, 
tonbridge, Kent tN12 6Py

oakwood House
sunday 15th february 
Oakwood Park, 
maidstone, Kent  me16 8Ae

bERKsHiRE

mill Hall
sunday 1st february
Pigeons Farm road, 
Greenham, Newbury, 
Berkshire, rG19 8xA

mercure Windsor castle
sunday 22nd february
18 High Street, Windsor, 
Berkshire  Sl4 1lj

macdonald Windsor Hotel  
sunday 22nd february
23 High Street, Windsor, 
Berkshire  Sl4 1lH

ufton court
sunday 8th march 
Green lane, Ufton Nervet, 
reading, Berkshire  rG7 4Hd

suffolK

bruisyard Hall (saxmunden) 
sunday 1st february
Bruisyard, Saxmundham
Suffolk, IP17 2ej

dove barn (sudbury)
sunday 1st march 
Castlings Hall, 
Sudbury, Suffolk  CO10 5et

the best way for a bride to plan her wedding is to visit 
one of our wedding shows... an instant way to see the 
latest trends and fashions in the wedding industry. At 
Main Event Wedding Shows you can be sure to find 
some of the best quality suppliers in the region. We will 
ensure that there is a great variety of exhibitors for you 
to meet.
Come to some of the most fantastic venues in the area 
and get access to various packages and special offers 
up for grabs. each show offers something different, tast-
ers and fashions, and in each issue of Absolute Bridal 
we list our latest shows. 
Visit our website at 
www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk to pre-register. All 
brides will receive a Free copy of Absolute Bridaland 
Free entry for all. We are looking forward to another sea-
son and of course, meeting all the lovely brides-to-be!

We host over 60 Wedding Shows each year with more 
show dates to be released. For further information 
please visit 
www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk

if you are a supplier and are interested 
in exhibiting please contact our office for 
availability on 01245 895470



Follow us on Twitter! 
@TheMainEventUK

Like our Facebook page 

www.facebook.com Main Event Wedding Shows Ltd

contents

Published by Main Event Wedding Shows Ltd
No. 3, Old Park Farm Business Centre, Ford End 
Chelmsford CM3 1LN
Tel: 01245 895470
Web: www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk 
Email: info@mainweddingsandevents.co.uk

All rights reserved. No part of this magazine 
may be reproduced without prior permission 
of the publisher. We have taken care to attri-
bute all work whether written or photography 
to its rightful owner and we therefore cannot 
take responsibility for any errors and/or omis-
sions throughout the publication. Price details 
were correct at the time of going to press and 
are subject to change.

Absolute Bridal is online. Please visit our website for up-to-date information on upcoming 
shows at www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk
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Dream Weddings at 
Hanbury Manor

MARRIOTT HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB

Set amid 200 acres of stunning parkland 
in Hertfordshire, our breath-taking 
historic retreat promises storybook

charm with gracious service that defi nes 
the essence of a truly classical 

English setting.
 

Wedding packages for 2015 are available 
from £4,450 for 50 guests including all the 

important things like Drinks Reception 
with delicious canapés, 3 course seasonal 
Wedding Breakfast with Wine, Evening 
Buffet and banqueting room hire fee.    

Terms & conditions apply. Subject to availability.

 For further details, please contact our 
dedicated Wedding  Coordinators on: 

01920 487 722.
 

Ware, Hertfordshire, SG12 0SD
Telephone: 01920 487 722

www.MarriottHanburyManor.co.uk
 

Dream Weddings at 
Hanbury Manor

MARRIOTT HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB

@HanburyManor
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From the Editor

ON THE COVER

Cover photo by 
Gavin Woollard Photography

www.reportagephotography.com

Vanessa Challis  
Director - Absolute Bridal & 

Main Event Wedding Shows Ltd

Linda Grant 
Director - Absolute Bridal & 

Main Event Wedding Shows Ltd

Kerry McCarthy  Editor

Sarah Mclean  Office Manager - Advertising & wedding show sales

Amanda Prior Wedding Show Manager/Administration

Rhea Solari Sales Executive - Advertising & wedding show sales

Joy Hay Credit Control

Ellie Colyer Apprentice

Welcome to issue 18 of Absolute Bridal! We have a 
wonderful magazine jam-packed with fabulous hints, tips 
and insights into everything you might need to know in 
preparation for your big day, with an extra-special focus on 
winter and early spring weddings.

You’ll notice that there is a strong trend in bridal fashion 
this issue – fairy tale inspired themes for gowns and hair. 
Accessories inspired by  
nature play a big part too, 
with delicate frosts, berries  
and foliage working their  
way into hair combs,  
tiaras and headbands.  
We have a fabulous  
selection of bridal wear  
and accessories featured  
sure to inspire your choice  
of bridal attire

We have also created a  
cut-out-and-keep  
12-month mega wedding  
planner, a checklist to  
help you keep track of  
all those important tasks  
in the countdown to your  
wedding! It’s just like  
having your own wedding 
 fairy godmother!

Last, but not least, we reveal the winners of the 
eagerly anticipated Essex Wedding Awards 2014! A big 
congratulations to the winners, and well done to everyone 
that took part.

To keep up to date with all things ‘weddings’, connect with 
us on Twitter, @TheMainEvent, and join us on Facebook.
com, Main Event Wedding Shows. 

The next edition of Absolute Bridal will be out in April, until 
then, au revoir!

Kerry. x
editorial@mainweddingsandevents.co.uk 

The first British luxury bridal online destination 
launches!
London’s leading wedding planner, the internationally 
acclaimed Bruce Russell, has launched an innovative new 
concept, The Bridal Room, a carefully curated marketplace 
of the ultimate luxury products, services and suppliers, 
meticulously sourced from the ‘best of the best’.

There is a bespoke consultation and tour that includes 
an exciting opportunity to experience a day in London’s 
prestigious Mayfair, Belgravia and Chelsea expertly led 
by Bruce Russell focusing on 3 to 4 suppliers. The Groom’s 
Speech is a similar service aimed at the Groom. Bruce 
Russell also arranges Bridal Retreats, where you can enjoy 

one-on-one access to the UK’s 
leading wedding planner with 

interactive sessions tailored 
to your requirements, 
embracing the art of 

tablescaping, reception 
styling, wedding flowers, food 
& drink. Four Masterclasses 
are also available to bring 

some of your most important 
decisions for the big day 

to life: the bouquet, the 
cake, the fragrance, 
the Champagne, 
the photographer, 
harnessing the expertise 
and specialisms of 
prestigious British 
Bridal suppliers. Visit 
thebridalroom.gift

©Aaron Crowe

Anne Barclay Bridal ©Kim Barclay

Meet the team!

With big thanks to contributors Sally Anderson-Wai, Molly 
Foy, Craig Hindmarsh and Anja Nieth.
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Gorgeous Grooms
Masculine and ultra-sexy! That is the description for the 
new fragrance ROGUE MAN by Rihanna. We are promised 
that fresh citrus, herbs and spicy black pepper will offer a 
clean opening impression, followed by velvet floral blends, 
strong undertones of cedarwood and the primal sensation 
of labdanum which will ignite the senses… delightful. 
Available nationwide from January 2015 RRP: 30ml £30, 
100ml £45.

We think this is the perfect olfactory attire for the Groom 
to complement a well-tailored suit on the wedding day! 
Talking of which, we showcase the hottest trends in 
formalwear fashion for men on page 67. 

Winter Wedding Style

If you are planning to wed in the chillier months of the year, 
when the days are also shorter, you’ll be keen to find out 
how you can add some warmth and light to your romantic 
setting. In our opinion, natural candlelight is a winner, and 
the latest products from Yankee Candle are perfect for 
winter weddings! 

We particularly like the fact that the Icicle Jar Candle, 
£16.99, can be topped off with the Gold and Pearl Jar 
Shade, £6.95 for diffused lighting. 

Alternatively, pop a candle in the White Heart Votive 
Holder, £5.99, to cast heart-shaped light across the table.   
yankeecandle.co.uk.

Bridal Beauty
Sleeping Beauty is a new skincare product by Skin Design 
London that fits in perfectly with the fairy tale themed 
trends this season! It promises to be a revolutionary facial 

cream that also serves as an invigorating face mask, 
combatting the signs of ageing through rehydration. 
Combining Jojoba, plant-based collagens, teas, acai 
berries, and vitamins E and C it ticks all the natural beauty 
boxes, and has the added bonus of being paraben-free. 
You can buy this little pot of magic at skindesignlondon.
com for £85.

For more beauty inspiration, check out our three-page Get 
Gorgeous Guide covering beauty, hair and make-up on 
page 23. 

For more tips on how to create the right 
ambience with candlelight, turn to page 84!



Our Package Includes:
Venue hire including your civil ceremony room
Dedicated toastmaster
Red carpet arrival
3 Course Wedding Breakfast (up to 80 people)
The Silver Drinks package
Bottled tap water on each table
6 item Evening finger buffet (up to 60 portions - 
please be advised you will need to cater for 75% of 
your total evening guests)
Use of the Bridal Suite for the night of your wedding

UpgRaDE opTionS aVailaBlE

www.deverevenues.co.uk

Ponsbourne Park... Sheer Beauty...
...For Your Special Wedding Day

This package is based on a maximum of 80 people.

For further information and to check availability 
please contact our wedding co-ordinator
liz Rose on 01707 879 359 or 
email lrose@deverevenues.co.uk

please note Bank Holiday Sundays are charged at the 
Saturday rate with the Bank Holiday Monday at the 
Sunday rate.

ponsbourne park, newgate Street Village, nr Hertford, 
Hertfordshire Sg13 8QT

ABA/W14

Weekday £5,450 / Friday £6,450
Saturday £6,950 / Sunday £5,950

Wedding 

Open Evening

Monday 19 Jan
uary 6-9pm

Special offer
Book your Wedding at Ponsbourne 

Park between 1 October - 28 February 
2015/2016 and get 5% off 
our published package price. 

Terms & conditions apply.



real wedding

How Samantha and Onkar said “I do”

Samantha Kaur Dhillon, 35, married Onkar Singh Dhillon, 38, 
at Hedingham Castle, Essex in November 2013. They chose 
November for the autumnal tones that can be found at this 
time of year.

Absolute Bridal magazine  11
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The venue, it had to be perfect. When we went to visit 
other venues most of the ceremonies took place in 
large marquees/ barns! We decided on Hedingham 
Castle because we wanted to say our vows in a 
sentimental and romantic place full of history and 
heritage and we both fell in love with Hedingham 
Castle as soon as we saw it. 

The setting in the keep, where wedding ceremonies are 
held, has such a magical and fairy tale feeling, which 
is what we were always looking for. I travelled to the 
castle in horse and carriage, which was truly magical.  

We held our wedding in November because Onkar 
loves the autumn, and loves the autumnal colours, such 
as the leaves during that season.

Our wedding was a fusion of two different cultures.  I 
am originally Sri Lankan/ Mauritian and Onkar is Sikh, so 
we wanted our wedding to reflect both cultures. 

Our wedding ceremony was Sri Lankan and featured 
a Poruwa ceremony, which is a traditional Sinhalese 
wedding ceremony with Buddhist influences. The 
ceremony took place on a “Poruwa”, a beautifully 
decorated, traditional wooden platform. The ceremony 
involved a series of rituals performed by myself and 
Onkar, and both of our families. 

Onkar and I had a grand and lively entrance to the 
marquee with the dohl players and Bhangra musicians, 
and all the guests danced around us. We did not 
expect such an energetic and electrifying entrance 
into the marquee. The guests were in a trance. It truly 
was a mesmerizing performance as it created such an 
elevated atmosphere to our event!

Our wedding reception began in the main house where 
we had champagne and Indian fusion canapés. We 
had arranged light entertainment with the sitar and 
tablar playing in the background. The guests were then 
ushered to the walkway, which led to the marquee for 
the wedding breakfast. The food was bespoke Indian 
fusion styled menu. 

Through the night we had a disco and then had a 
special guest act performing (a Michael Jackson 
tribute act). Navi performed for an hour and it really got 
the crowd going. 

Our biggest extravagance was our wedding breakfast. 
It was a bespoke menu, as we wanted an Indian- fusion 
style menu. In addition the Sri Lankan ceremony was 
one of our biggest expenses as the performers and 
priest travelled from London.

I wanted my bouquet to replicate my Grandma’s 
bouquet. My bouquet was especially expensive; it 
was a shower bouquet with white oriental lilies and 
Singapore orchids – and I didn’t realise the expense. 



I really wanted my Grandma in Mauritius to be 
at the wedding, along with my mother’s sister 
and some of her family and Samantha’s aunty 
from the USA, but they couldn’t be there. Nor 
could a few of Onkar’s close friends! 

I had two bridesmaids who were my sister-in-
law, Rhianon, whom I am very close to, and my 
childhood friend, Naomi. I had two flower girls 
who were Onkar’s niece, Anoushka, and Mya 
(Onkar’s best friend’s daughter). My nephew, 
Luca, was page boy and Onkar’s nephew, 
Jacques, was the ring bearer as well as page 
boy.

The most talked about thing at our wedding 
was the celebratory and festival feeling created 
by the enchanting Sri Lankan ceremony and 
the charismatic style of the dohl players. The 
Michael Jackson tribute performance was also 
one of the highlights of the evening. In addition, 
we provided a crèche service which the parents 
thought was amazing – they were so grateful! 

Our top tip/advice for couples getting married 
would be don’t worry about the little things 
going wrong at the wedding, just enjoy and 
cherish every second. 

If you are opting to have a winter wedding, we 
would advise you to choose a venue which is 
amazing inside – and warm! Be prepared that 
all the photograph shots will be taken inside 
the venue, as there are not as many outdoor 
photo opportunities due to changing weather 
conditions in the winter! 

Absolute Bridal magazine 13

Where they bought it
Bride’s Wedding Dress Mono Vora Couture Indian Bridal wear, Hertfordshire.  
monavora.co.uk 

Groom’s Outfit Cuckoo Fashions, Green Street, London. cuckoofashion.com 

The Bridesmaids Payal Collection, Green Street, London payalcollection.com

The Page Boys Outfits sourced in Sri Lanka

Venue Hedingham Castle, Halstead Essex. hedinghamcastle.co.uk

Wedding cake Lucinda Cakes, Colchester. lucindaslovelycakes.co.uk

Sri Lankan wedding cake was made by a caterer in Sri Lanka

Sri Lankan Hopper Station Hopper Hut, London. 020 8902 9041 

Flowers Callas Floral Design, Ipswich. callasfloraldesigns.co.uk

Décor 13 Candelabras supplied by florist, 12 large candles and holders for church 
from The Range therange.co.uk, pedestals supplied by florist. 

Table Names designed by Kim Williamson - friend of the family 

Entertainment Sri Lankan Ceremony, Sriyaevents London  07423 543031.  
Navi, Southend Actz Group actzentertainment.co.uk. 

Dohl Players/Bhangra musicians, The Punjab Kings, Birmingham dholblasters.org  
Sitar and Tablar players, Laghan Wedding Services  laghan.com 

DJ Gareth Harper, Ipswich mybigfatweddingdisco.com

Photographer David Bradford, davidmichaelphotography.co.uk
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Fairytale Wedding Fashion

Anne Barclay Bridal
Anne is a designer with flair and vision, producing beautiful bespoke 
bridal wear. Her passion for historical costume is referenced through 

elegant lines and shapes with a contemporary twist, a style that 
has a distinct fairy tale feel. Brides-to-be meet Anne to discuss fabric 

choices, colours and trimmings, and then a toile is produced. The whole 
process, including a fitting and production takes from 6 weeks, and 

everything can be customised - even the fabric 
can be custom-woven!

Bespoke gowns and jackets 
can be made for brides,  
mother of the bride and 
bridesmaids. Anne notably 
created 11 individual 
bridesmaid outfits for  
one wedding.

Anne Barclay Bridal is based 
on the Essex/Suffolk border.  
Visit Annebarclay.com to 
find out more about her  
unique creations. 

Images courtesy of  
photographer Kim Barclay.

Silver bodice by Sarah Day.

Fairytale fashion is trending. The latest Dolce & Gabbana and  
  Alexander McQueen catwalk collections feature garments   
     inspired by the likes of Snow White and Little Red Riding Hood.  
        Here are our top bridal fashion picks to inspire your choice  

 of winter wedding gown.

Best Dress To Impress
The new winter collection at Best Dress To Impress Bridal features fairy tale 
princess styles with warm colours and ivories from Phoenix Gowns. Lace and 
layered fabric lend elegance and sophistication to these dresses, which will 
look beautiful in winter-themed wedding venues. 

To help you nail that look, Best Dress To Impress stock a huge range of 
headpieces, veils, shoes and accessories to complement your choice of 
bridal gown. Alternatively, if you want something tailored to meet a specific 
style, they also offer a custom-made service too. 

Best Dress To Impress Bridal, 54 Chingford Mount Road, London. Call 07850 
644 600 or visit bestdresstoimpress.co.uk.  Images courtesy of Phoenix Gowns.

“…people go to the spa and 
deservedly pamper themselves. 
It’s all about that special day. The 
clothes should reflect that same 
indulgence. It is another way of 
celebrating their uniqueness”



                                                                
 

  
 
 

Peter Minney 
F.G.Int.P.T.     MCMI 

Professional Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies 

Being a Fellow and an Executive of the Guild of 
International Professional Toastmasters Peter is 

focused on providing high-quality service and 
customer satisfaction - we will do everything we can 

to meet your expectations. 
If you think it’s expensive to hire a Professional 

Wait until you hire an Amateur 
"I've learned that people will forget what you 

said, people will forget what you did, but people 
will never forget how you made them feel. 

 
It is going to be one of the most memorable days of your 
life and even if you are counting the pennies, it is going to 
be worth appointing a Professionally Qualified 
Toastmaster to ensure that everything possible will be 
done to make it memorable for all the right reasons. 
Please check out our Web site, Facebook, Linkedin

Telephone 01245 472414    Mobile 07935 185354
Web: www.guildtoastmaster.com  email peterminney@onetel.com

Ladywell Lane, Sandon, Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 7AE

Christine 
of Shenfield 
Beautiful clothes 
or all occasions

Stunning outfits and 
co-ordinating accessories 
for the Mother of the Bride, 
Groom and wedding guests

Ispirato, Sonia Pena, 
Dress Code, Gina Bacconi, 
Libra and Georgedé.

Hats by Richard Design 
and Calla Rosa Design. 

Co-ordinating shoes and bags 
by Renata, Brenda Zaro 
and Mary G.

Casual smart wear by 
Frank Lyman,  Apanage, 
Passport, Sahara, Gelco, 
Back Stage, Lucia, 
Faber, Sahara and 
bags by Abbacino.

Expert alteration service available to 
ensure your purchase is the perfect fit.

144 Hutton Road, 
Shenfield, Essex CM15 8NL 

01277 210626
www.christineofshenfield.co.uk | info@christineofshenfield.co.uk        

christineofshenfield.co.uk        



Bridal boutique exclusively dedicated to curvy and 
plus-size brides. To book a private appointment please call 

01277 369908 / 07412 523349
www.curvesandcouture.co.uk

Serenity Brides are 
excited to welcome 
“House of Mooshki” 
to Colchester!!

A Designer weekend  
showcasing their entire 
collection is to be held 
on 
 
13th-14th February 

with a 
10% discount 
on all orders placed 
during the event.

Book your appointment 
now & join us for a glass of 
bubbly & nibbles.

• Bridal Gowns • Bridesmaids Gowns
• Shoes • Accessories

Colchester, Essex. 01206 577756
www.serenitybrides.com

Clare BRIDAL STUDIO 
DESIGNER WEDDING GOWNS, SHOES & ACCESSORIES 

 www.clarebridalstudio.co.uk 
01787 279059 

MOOT HALL  .  CLARE  .  SUFFOLK CO10 8NH 

Saturdays 10am—4pm 

Weekdays by appointment only 

CLAIRE PETTIBONE 

TERRY FOX 

SOTTERO & MIDGLEY 

LOU LOU 

MIA SOLANO 



shoes

Agnes by 
Charlotte Mills £365

Ana by Charlotte Mills 
£250

Alexis (also available in red) by 
Charlotte Mills £265 

Chantilly by Harriet Wilde £220

Jet Sakura by Harriet Wilde £350.

Bridgette Rose Gold by Harriet Wilde £375

Abby by  
Charlotte Mills 
£365

Products all available from Liberty in Love libertyinlove.
co.uk, alternatively you can view wider collections by 
each designer at: charlottemillsbridal.co.uk,  
harrietwilde.com and freyarose.com

Fairy by Freya Rose £435

We’re in love with 
Liberty in Love

Alexis by Charlotte Mills 
£250
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Shoes… arguably a girl’s best friend! That is why we’d like 
to make Charlotte Mills, Ruth Shaw, of Harriet Wilde, and 
Freya Rose our best buddies. Each one is a fab designer 

featured in the amazing Liberty in Love  
wedding shoe collection.



Essex Bridal Hair & Makeup

We specialise in hair and makeup, not just for weddings,  
but for Proms, anniversaries, parties and special occasions.

Email: dawn@essexbridalhairandmakeup.co.uk
Mobile: 07518 811918 

www.essexbridalhairandmakeup.co.uk

 

 

 
 

 
    

A Unique & Historic Venue

Order our NEW brochure today

T: 01622 870801
E: weddings@thehopfarm.co.uk

The Hop Farm, Paddock Wood, Kent
www.thehopfarmvenue.co.uk

Wedding ShowSunday 8th FebruarySee page 7 for details



Julia by So 
Sassi. Lace, long 
sleeved fishtail dress 
with beaded lace 
illusion neckline and 
back detail. £1395

bridal

Absolute Bridal magazine  19

What better way to dress than

Aptly named Dress in Love share their favourite gowns 
this season. Among the collection are dresses made 
with heavy silks, lace detail and warm tones - perfect 
for the chillier months of the year.

Rosie by So Sassi. 
A-Line strapless 
gown covered 
in chiffon roses, 
comes with 
additional shrug. 
£1570

Tamara by So 
Sassi. Full length 
sequin fit and 
flare with a low 
back for a winter 
wonderland 
sparkle! £1540

Alana by Alan 
Hannah Mia Mia. 
100% silk dupion, 
with a beaded 
lace jacket. It’s 
a heavy weight 
silk, ideal for the 
winter months. 
The lace jacket is 
also available with 
a longer sleeve, 
accessorise with a 
diamante belt for 
extra sparkle.  
Dress and Jacket 
£1632.

Raphaella by 
Ivory & Co. 

100% silk dupion 
with a French 
corded lace 

bolero jacket. 
Sleeves can 

be lengthened 
upon request. 

Dress £1325 
Jacket £229.

Natalie by So Sassi. 
A champagne silk 
dress with a lace 

overlay, the warm 
colour is beautiful for 
the winter wedding 

season. £1570.

All dresses are available from Dress In Love Weddings, Hertfordshire: 
dressinloveweddings.com, 01992 583 705.  
Images courtesy of So Sassi, Alan Hannah Mia Mia and Ivory & Co.
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Serenity Brides, by their very defi nition are the epitome 
of poise, aplomb, and tranquillity. Serene is exactly how 

you’ll feel if you 
walk down the 
aisle in one of 
these wonderful 
wedding gowns!

Walk down the aisle  

All dresses are available from Serenity Brides, Essex: 
serenitybrides.com, 01206 577756.
Images courtesy of Sophia Tolli, Justin Alexander, Ellis and 
Alfred Angelo.

Ida by Sophia 
Tolli. A misty tulle 
full A-line gown 
with pewter lace 
accents and 
crystal hand-
beading. £1395.

Marci by Justin 
Alexander. Queen 
Anne Venice lace 
and organza 
mermaid gown. 
£1660.

Mirri by Sophia 
Tolli. Delicate lace 
embellished slim A-line 
gown featuring a sheer 
tulle bateau neckline, 
lace appliqués, and 
lightly scattered crystal 
hand-beading. £1500.

Lara by Justin Alexander. 
Tulle tea length ball 
gown emphasized with a 
strapless neckline. £1530.

Natasha by Ellis. Long 
sleeved delicate lace 
gown with sweetheart 
V-neck
£1380. 

Snow White ’14 
by Alfred Angelo 
Disney Collection. 
Delicately 
layered gown of 
lace upon lace, 
exuding Snow 
White’s charm and 
sophistication. 
£1200.



  
 

15 Bull Plain, Hertford, SG14 1DX    01992 583 705
www.dressinloveweddings.co.uk www.perfectmoon.co.uk

Come and browse our beautiful gowns.  
Try them on and spin and swish around.  

Your dream dress could be right here waiting for you.

and

Dress in Love is very proud to announce our collaboration with Perfectmoon,  
a unique honeymoon and destination wedding planning service. 

Whether you are daydreaming about a tropical island, a big city or an adventure 
with your little ones, we’ll plan a truly memorable honeymoon.

Exquisite service and attention to detail... 
it’s a match made in Heaven

BRIDESMAIDS |  PAGE BOYS |  FLOWER GIRLS
PROM DRESSES |  EVENING WE AR |  JEWELLERY 

Stockists of
JLM Occasions, Jasmine including Belsoie and 

B2, True Bride Essentials, Eliza and Ethan, 
Special Day and Angel B.

www.justbridesmaids.co.uk

020 8886 6604
Feel free to pop-in throughout the day 

or call to make a one-to-one appointment  
Wednesday - Sunday. Evenings by arrangement.

Email: info@justbridesmaids.co.uk

30 Cannon Hill, Southgate N14 6LG

An extensive range of Bridal gowns and Maids outfits to choose from in spacious surroundings you can 
move freely and see the full beauty of every gown.
Sample gowns in many sizes to try so don’t be afraid to visit if you are petite or of a fuller figure. 
Also, for the groom, with suits from the award winning Cameron Ross

38-40 Gabriels Hill, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JJ  | 01622 755090

Designers such as:

Maggie Sottero
Essense
Stella York
Sottero & Midgley 

and for bridesmaids

Sorella Vita
Ebony Rose 
Dessy

 www.weddingdresses.uk.com



Hats & Fascinators in all styles & colours

For MotHers oF tHe Bride or GrooM & 
WeddinG Guests, a day at tHe races or tHe reGatta.

Have Fun cHoosinG tHe Hat tHat suits you Best!
Based in rocHester, Kent For london & tHe soutH east

07783 954 371
eMail: laura@MadHatterHatHire.coM

www.madhatterhathire.com

Call for a free consultation
07864 019920

www.natashamakeupandhair.com

Email:info@natashamakeupandhair.com

Natasha Hasenkopf Make up and Hair

Natasha Hasenkopf
Make-up and Hair
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Winter skin requires special treatment to look your 
very beautiful best on the big day. Here are some top 
tips from beauty experts in the South East.

Get Your Tan On!
Award-winning Cocoa 
Brown, by Marissa Carter, 
has become a best-selling 
sunless tanning product. 
Modelled here by the 
superb Vogue Williams, 
we bet Cocoa Brown will 
be on every bride-to-be’s 
prep list.  

Get Gorgeous Guide

Natasha Hasenkopf
Beauty starts from within! Pre-wedding wellness 
tips will ensure your skin has a gorgeous glow.

1. Get a healthy diet, and make sure you drink 
lots of water to flush out toxins.

2. Get some exercise, not only will it strengthen 
your body, it will calm your mind.

3. Relax! Take regular baths with soothing natural 
bath salts – a trick that should help any bride 
prepare for their wedding day.

Beauty is all about looking natural and 
enhancing your best features. If you feel at your 
most gorgeous and confident, you will look it too.

Natasha Hasenkopf Hair and Makeup, 
Chelmsford, Essex. Call 07864 019920 or find her 
on facebook.

At Rochester House Clinic, there is a wealth of 
wonderful treatments that will have you looking 
gorgeous in no time!

Cosmetic Injectables – These relax laughter lines 
and should be used to enhance natural beauty, not 
change or over-correct. It is advised to have at least 2 
treatments before the wedding day, bearing in mind 
that toxin injections take 10 to 14 days to be complete.

Dermal Fillers – This treatment has an immediate 
effect, but the results look best several weeks after 
treatment.

Chemical Peels – Great for dealing with pigmentation, 
scarring and general skin conditions. Courses can 
take 12 weeks to complete, and once again require 
‘downtime’ for best results. 

Medical Needling 
– Used to improve 
skin texture, 
pigmentation 
and fine lines. 
This treatment is 
given as a course 
that should be 
started at least 3 
months before the 
wedding day.

Laser Hair Removal – A treatment popular with both 
brides and grooms who want to look their best on their 
honeymoon too!

Rochester House, Great Leighs, Essex. Call 01245 
363921 or visit rochesterhouseclinic.com.

Treatments That Will 
Turn Back Time

Gift sets and individual products are 
available at your favourite pharmacies and 
superstores cocoabrown.ie

Beauty



hair
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Trends for tresses this winter are most certainly inspired 
by the fairy tale theme we’ve seen running through the 
bridal fashions too. Think romance, colour, curls and 
accessories!

Get Gorgeous Guide
Hair

What’s Hot! By Luxurious Hair

Winter brides should wear their 
hair up, which is much better if it 
rains, snows or just in damp air. With 
your hair up, you will have far more 
control and needn’t worry about 
the weather affecting it. 

Romantic curls are always in for 
winter. 

Waves and chignons are a favourite 
of mine for vintage themed 
weddings.

A must-have product for the 
wedding day is KMS Anti-humidity 
spray. With this, forget frizz and 
forget about the weather messing 
up your fabulous style!

Luxurious Hair And Beauty, 
Braintree, Essex. Visit 
luxurioushairandbeauty.com or call 
07853 950 308. 
Images courtesy of Tracy Williams 

We Love… Vatika Enriched Coconut Hair Oil!

Conditioning the hair from within, coconut hair oil has the power to 
strengthen and thicken your luscious locks ready for your wedding day. 
To get the ultimate hair nourishment hit, massage the oil into your scalp 
and the ends of your hair and leave to work its magic for an hour, or 
overnight for maximum effect. £5.49, available from Tesco, Superdrug, 
Asda and amazon.com

Princess plaits and delicate jewels are leading the 

way according to hair and make-up expert Natasha 

Hasenkopf, who says: “Braids are the one look this season 

I can’t get enough of. Add braids to long curls or entwine 

them into a messy up do. I am getting more of a demand 

for relaxed up dos rather than your typical barrelled 

curls. Think effortless, wispy, ethereal styles. These looks 

complement the wedding dresses that are on trend this 

Another major trend that stands out is hair accents. 

More than ever before hair accessories are back. The 

bridal catwalks of 2014 were awash with wedding veils, 

wedding wreaths and plenty of sparkling hair jewels. 

Natasha Hasenkopf Hair and Makeup 07864 019920 

Images courtesy of Nathalie Delente Photography.

winter: ultra-feminine, embroidered details and pastel 

colours.” 



The diverse looks of autumn/winter 2014-15 wedding catwalks all had one thing 
in common – stunning eye make-up. We get the lowdown on what’s hot this 
season from Debbie Lloyd, along with tips to keep your pinkies looking perfect!

Get Gorgeous Guide
Make-up

How to Wear Your Makeup Well - 
Tips from Natasha Hasenkopf

Discuss the style of dress you will be wearing 
with your make-up artist at your make-up trial. 
Whether lace, traditional or simple, it can really 
inform what sort or make-up, and hair, to go for. 
For example, a red lip - or berry-stained lip for 
the not so daring - can look amazing against a 
white or ivory dress and will be perfect for those 
who love the vintage era. 

Keep the dreaded shine at bay by using a 
mattifying primer after your moisturiser. 

Use a long-wear foundation without an spf (sun 
protection factor) to ensure you have photo-
friendly make-up.

Nail That Look
To keep nails on trend, paint them with rich warm tones 
of either red, purple, blue, green or brown. For a softer 
look, chose a French polish, but add a coat of glitter to 
finish and give it a winter sparkle. 

To keep hands and nails looking their best, gloves are 
the key ... 

Always use rubber gloves when washing up or doing 
general household duties, to help protect hands and 
nails from harsh chemicals. 

Wear warm outdoor gloves to keep your hands 
protected from the effects of cold weather.

To help prevent or repair dryness or damage 
to skin and nails, use a good moisturising hand 
cream and cuticle oil throughout the day, then 
apply a considerable amount at night-time. Wear 
dermatological cotton gloves to bed to assist 
absorption of the creams and ointments. 

Debbie Lloyd Make-up Artist, call 07790077093, visit 
debbielloyd.co.uk, tweet @DLloydmakeup or catch 
up on facebook. 

There are three key looks I feel brides could 
take great inspiration from for their wedding 
day look. 

1: The lash effect. Long, thick and elegant 
lashes on both top and bottom lashline, to 
give a doll-like appearance. This should be 
accompanied by neutral tones on the lid to 
keep the lashes as the main feature. 

2: A flash of colour. Use a palette of bright blue, 
purple, pink and green hues to add a flash of 
colour to either the lid or lower lash line. 

3: Smokey metallic. You can’t 
have a wedding in the festive 
season without smokey eyes! 
Lots of metallic greys, browns, 
bronzes, navy blues and blacks 
to create the classic look, 
finished off with a dusting of 
glitter on the lid. 

make-up
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All images are of Debbie Lloyd’s work, courtesy of Tracey Williams 
Photography, and Dan Casson Photography. 
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Fanhams Hall is a truly unique luxury venue, where 
grandeur combines with elegance to create an idyllic 
setting for a wedding. Located in Ware, Herefordshire, 
the Grade II listed Jacobean manor house is a stunning 
place to get married at any time of year, but the 
package available for winter “I dos” make it an ideal 
choice for couples hankering after a cosy yuletide or 
romantic Valentines ceremony!

It’s all in the detail…

Upon arrival guests can enjoy a glass of warm winter 
Pimms or mulled wine to get them into a seasonal mood, 
and the menu is tailored to reflect a sumptuous seasonal 
palette. Although the venue is already blessed with  
an abundance of original features, to add to the 
romantic ambience a red carpet is provided - a 
delightful finishing touch.

The wedding planners at Fanhams Hall pride themselves 
on going that extra mile to fulfil every couple’s dreams on 
their big day – and nothing proves it more than supplying 
snowfall for the wedding photos. Yes, as part of the 
winter wedding package, you can use the venue’s  
snow machine to give your photographs an extra 
seasonal feel.

Winter Wonderland 
Weddings at Fanhams Hall

At Fanhams Hall you can expect to discover 
a multitude of beautiful private rooms with 
gorgeous original features such as beautifully 
carved staircases, and ornate open 
fireplaces – the perfect backdrop for fabulous 
wedding photos.

With warm winter Pimms, open fires, and 
snowfall on demand, this winter wedding 
package is exactly what dreams are made of.

If a winter wedding at Fanhams Hall is your idea of a dream come true, 
get in touch with the venue by calling 01920 885 245 or visit ehvenues.
com/fanhams-hall-hotel. Winter wedding packages are available for 
civil and religious wedding celebrations from November to March.

Glorious Gardens

The weather may be chilly, but it doesn’t 
mean you can’t still enjoy Fanhams Hall’s 
gorgeous grounds! The formal gardens and 
rambling grounds also make for fantastic 
photo opportunities throughout the winter 
months. From the moment the leaves turn, 
though white wintery days, to the moment 
the trees start to bud again, there are a 
wealth of perfect picture opportunities to 
enjoy outside too.

Photography by Kerrie Mitchell,   
Andrew Buckle, Patrick Photographer 
and Martin Castein



A gorgeous country house in the most romantic setting.

Situated in 27 acres of picturesque gardens, Fanhams Hall Hotel is a Grade II listed
Jacobean manor house offering a rare balance of relaxed comfort, informal surroundings
and impeccable service. The house can be traced back to the 1400’s and with stunning
original features, lakeside views, open fireplaces and tumbling waterfalls, Fanhams Hall is
truly a match made in heaven.

PERSONAL AND BESPOKE WEDDINGS
Fanhams Hall Hotel  Fanhams Hall Road  Ware  Hertfordshire  SG12 7PZ  |  tel. +44 (0) 1920 460 511  |  www.ehvenues.com

A  MATCH MADE IN HEAVEN.. .

Match made in heaven_Layout 1  19/11/2013  11:23  Page 1
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 When love is in the air, there is probably nowhere 
more romantic to stage your wedding than Brocket 
Hall Estate.

Since the 18th Century, the Brocket Hall Estate at 
Welwyn, Hertfordshire, 
has been one of the most 
fashionable and enchanting 
locations for weddings and 
grand celebrations, whatever 
the season. 

You only get one chance 
to create memories that 
will last a lifetime, and few 
venues have the history and 
grandeur of this illustrious 
ancestral home, situated 
just 40 minutes from central 
London.

Set in 543 acres of stunning parkland, Brocket 
Hall offers three beautiful locations for civil 
wedding ceremonies and receptions; Brocket 
Hall itself, Auberge du Lac and Brocket Hall 
Golf Club. Each has a different character and 
collectively they offer an extensive choice of 
rooms to suit a wedding party of any size.

‘Brocket Hall is one of England’s finest stately 
homes and for centuries it has drawn the rich 
and famous to stay in the peaceful seclusion 
of its country estate. Kings and queens have 
enjoyed the impeccable service and luxury 
accommodation at Brocket Hall,’ said Annette 
Nicholls, Estate Maketing Manager.

‘The estate is breathtaking all year round but 
with open fires, stunning winter scenery and 
three beautifully appointed venues, winter on 
the Brocket Hall estate is a magical time to 
celebrate your big day with family and friends.’

For this winter, Brocket Hall has created some very 
special wedding packages starting at just £5,995 for 
this wonderful time of year.

Royally romantic, enjoy  
a winter wedding at 
the Brocket Hall Estate

In addition, Michelin starred 
chef, Phil Thompson, who 
manages the award-winning 
restaurant oversees all of the 
Estate’s menus and is ready to 
create a sumptuous menu just 

for you and your wedding guests.

‘We have had so many people telling us it was the 
best wedding they have ever been to. They also said, 
without exception, how outstanding the service was 
at Brocket Hall; the staff couldn’t have done more 
and were so professional. My Grandfather likened it 
to a royal wedding!’ said the Conway and Brewster 
couple. 

The grandeur of the Regency Hall coupled with 
the traditional butler service, the Capability Brown 
inspired parkland and panoramic views of the 
picturesque Broadwater Lake provide the most 
captivating setting to ensure you will have an 
unrivalled, bespoke wedding experience that some 
couples can only dream of.

To book your wedding to remember all of your life 
contact: Brocket Hall via email weddings@brocket-
hall.co.uk or call 01707 368 700 
F: 01707 375 166 brocket-hall.co.uk 

All images courtesy of Brocket Hall.
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Check out these delightful treats! We have found accessories that will add a perfect fi nishing 
touch to a winter wedding theme, gifts that will make guests giggle, and a couple of novel 
ways to tell someone you love them – all available to order online!

This vintage wedding guest book table sign with small 
wooden easel is a quirky bit of poetry in motion, and 
a great way to get guests to sign your book! £7.45 
giftwrappedandgorgeous.co.uk

Give a gift that won’t be forgotten after you tie the knot on 
your big day. Knot To Help Remember Ring, cast in sterling 
silver and plated with 18ct rose gold by Rob Bryan. £125 at 
tattydevine.com

This works wonders with a winter-
themed wedding! Winter garden 
headpiece by Stephanie Browne. 
£495 at libertyinlove.co.uk

What better way to thank your maid of honour than 
with sparkling pink rosé, Pink Champagne Truffl es, 
and strawberries and cream Eton Mess Slab. The Pink 
Collection, £26.00 at hotelchocolat.com

Who needs place cards when you can have personalised 
charms! Available in a variety of fonts to match your 
wedding theme! Personalised Wedding Glass Charm by 
Carys Boyle Ceramics. £4 at notonthehighstreet.com

Emporium
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A beautiful way to keep your lippy safe and still look 
stylish. White Satin And Voile Rose Shaped Small Clutch 
Bag £17.95 at whatsabouttown.com

Fabulously kitsch, and a 
wonderful way to say “I love 
you”. True love swallows 
& anchor cushion. £30 at 
pierrotetcoco.com

How cute? Personalised message 
in a bottle! Your message is hand-

written on the tiny scroll in gold, silver 
or black ink, all lovingly fi nished with 
your thread colour of choice. £45 at 

giftwrappedandgorgeous.co.uk

A quirky addition to the table décor, I’m 
sure you’ll agree. Top hat wine bottle 
stopper. £10.49 at thegiftoasis.com. 
Shame they don’t do a veil version too!

The groom will look great with these gorgeous stag cuff 
links by Simon Carter. £50 at houseoffraser.co.uk

Yuletide wedding decor with a personal touch. 
These personalised china baubles can double 
up as seasonal thank you gift for guests after 
the wedding too. Elegant Mr & Mrs Bauble, 
£11.45 at personalise.co.uk

emporium



TOWN HALL

Splendid rooms for
weddings small or
large, combined 
with excellent 
customer service.

For more information call 01206 506905 
or visit www.colchester.gov.uk/specialday 

Where memories are made...



Licensed to Thrill...

venue
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Since the start of September 2014, brides and grooms-
to-be have been able to book a ceremony, as well 
as a wedding breakfast and an overnight stay, at this 
historical wedding venue. The extensive grounds - a full 
108 acres on the edge of Epping Forest - and the stunning 
architecture of the White House have always been an 
attractive option for wedding receptions, but now it is 
approved and licensed for civil ceremonies, Gilwell Park is 
sure to be one of the hottest wedding venues in Essex. 

The estate really is a fantastic setting for a wedding, 
come sunshine or snow, but what really sets Gilwell Park 

Licensed to Thrill...

Gilwell Park has 41 boutique 
individual bedrooms, 35 of 
which are en-suite – so plenty 
of space for family and friends 
to stay after the celebrations. 

Come and join us at our free 
Valentines wedding event…
Experience the beauty of Gilwell Park for 
yourself at our wedding show on Sunday 
15th February between 11.00am - 3.00pm, 
entry is FREE.  Now a fully licensed venue 
for wedding ceremonies, Gilwell Park will 
host a wide range of wedding suppliers 
from photographers and florists to cake 
makers and stockists of designer dresses 
and suit-hire. The team will also be on 
hand to answer any questions you may 
have.  

Visit mainweddingsandevents.co.uk/Essex-
Wedding-Shows to register.

apart from other venues is its status as a social enterprise 
rather than a commercial organisation. The venue is 
owned and managed by the Scout Association, and the 
income raised from wedding breakfasts, and now civil 
ceremonies held here, goes back to the charity, helping 
to support their work with young people in the UK. This 
means, when you book your ceremony and reception 
here, you’ll be creating some good karma on your way 
to wedded bliss!

Images courtesy of Gilwell Park, Marc Fletcher (marcfletcher.com), and  
Lynn Peck (lynnpeckphotography.co.uk)

Gilwell Park has been a popular venue for wedding breakfasts for many years, but thanks to a 
newly granted licence, couples can now tie the knot at this elegant establishment too.



venue

There is no doubting that the wedding planners at 
Woolston Manor Golf and Country Club have the 
ability to recreate an authentic arctic aesthetic to 
a tee. From elegant lighting, twinkling like moonlit 
snow during the three-course wedding breakfast, 
to the minimal, and ultimately cool, qualities of 
the ice cavern-esque VIP lounge afterwards – it is 
undoubtedly an idyllic setting for winter wedding 
celebrations.

VIP wedding receptions
Weddings in the Taylor Suite, one of two rooms 
available to hire at Woolston Manor, include the use 
of the VIP lounge for all of your very important guests! 
The suite itself can seat up to 280 people, and in 
the evening as many as 400 can enjoy the opulent 
atmosphere in the same space as a dance floor. Drinks 
and canapés are served in the striking VIP balcony 
lounge, which overlooks the suite, an excellent 
vantage point from which to enjoy the celebrations. 

The Platinum wedding 
package includes the 
use of four stunning White 
Rose Bay Trees that really 
add to the overall ice 
palace theme

Hen Party Nights
Fancy a taste of the exotic before your big day? Well, as of 
31st January 2015 Woolston Manor has a whole host of hen 
party nights planned!

Glad Rags and Hand Bags Ladies Hen Party Nights are for 
groups of eight or more, and the BRIDE GOES FREE! Other 
guests will have to pay £47, a bargain for a two-course meal 
served by The Cheeky Butlers, entertainment, wine and 
beer. Cocktails and shots are available to purchase and the 
exclusive VIP balcony area is available too.

Photographs by kind permission of James Grant.

Take one cool 
 wedding venue…
If you like the idea of a wedding at the Ice Hotel in Finland, 
but don’t like the sub-zero temperatures that come with it, 
then Woolston Manor in Essex could be your ideal venue!

There’s more to cool than a wintery 
venue
It isn’t just the ice blue lights and 
twinkling décor that makes Woolston 
Manor a super-cool place to get 
married. The wedding planners are 
on hand to customise at your request 
to make your big day perfect in 
every way, that incudes helicopter 
arrival for making that big entrance 
extra special. To find out more about 
wedding ceremonies, breakfasts and 
receptions at Woolston Manor call 
0208 500 2549 or request a brochure 
online woolstonmanor.co.uk.
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Where dream weddings become reality

Woolston Manor is the perfect location for your event. Set in 200 acres of beautiful grounds, with lakes and  
a bridge - the perfect backdrop for your photographs. Two beautiful suites are available with outside  

balcony areas overlooking the swimming pool and golf course. 
Woolston Manor offers a romantic setting, friendly professional staff and superb cuisine. This combined  

offers the perfect wedding venue turning dreams of your perfect day into reality. We can cater for  
intimate Weddings of 30 to 250. Fully licensed for Civil Ceremonies. 

Dry hire is available.

Abridge Road, Chigwell, Essex IG7 6BX
020 8500 2549

 www.woolstonmanor.co.uk

Where dream weddings become reality



w w w . s i l k s c r e e n v i d e o s . c o m
“ T h e  h o m e  o f  c i n e m a t i c  w e d d i n g  v i d e o s ”

Ciaobellajewellery.com

As distinctive 
as you are
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Lympne Castle is a beautiful 13th Century grade 
1 listed building. Set high on a hill overlooking the 
Romney Marshes in Kent, it is an idyllic venue for a 
wedding, full of mediaeval charm. 

There are two beautiful rooms that are licensed for 
ceremonies, The Great Hall and The West Wing. Your 
wedding Breakfast can also be served in the Great 
Hall, which boasts part panelled walls, wooden roof 
beams, gothic arched windows, and the atmosphere 
of bygone feasts! Alternatively, weddings in the 
summer months can take advantage of a spacious 
marquee within the stunning walled garden for 
entertaining guests after the ceremony.

The castle has an authenticity and 
ambience that rarely fails to charm. You 
and your guests can enjoy the view from 
the terrace on a summer’s afternoon, or 
a toast by one of the open fires on a chilly evening

Mediaeval Castle Matrimonials

Winter weddings at Hedingham Castle in Essex are the 
epitome of romance. The 900 year old Norman keep, 
the stately grandeur of the Georgian House and the 
landscaped beauty of the gardens create a magical 
haven where romance becomes real.

Ceremonies are held within the candlelit majesty 
of the Banqueting Hall beneath a Norman arch the 
like of which cannot be found, outside the great 
Cathedrals, anywhere in Northern Europe. Here, 
where Kings and Queens once sat in state, there is 
room for one hundred guests, with thirty more looking 
down from the Minstrels’ Gallery.

After the ceremony, the newly married couple lead 
their guests over the Tudor Bridge to the Mansion 
House, where drinks are served in the Great Hall 
overlooking the formal gardens and the ornamental 

Norman Keep Nuptials
lake. In winter a huge 
log fire complements the 
stately atmosphere of the 
English Country House, 
and adds to the romantic 
ambience of this unique 
venue.

The next Wedding Open 
Day will be Sunday 1st 
March 2015 from 11.00 
to 4.00. To request a 
wedding brochure visit 
hedinghamcastle.co.uk or 
call 01787 460 261. 
Images courtesy of David Michael Photography and 
Hedingham Castle.

To find out what the venue is like for yourself, why not 
go along to the open day 
on Sunday 4th January 
2015 10am until 5pm or 
attend the wedding fair on 
Sunday 11th January 2015 
11am until 3pm. Lympne 
Castle often has special 
offers and discounted 
packages available, for 
more information visit 
lympnecastle.com, email 
info@lympnecastle.com or 
call 01303 267571 or 01303 
261666.
Images courtesy of  
Lympne Castle.



Suffolk Dove Company
White Doves symbolise, love, peace and harmony.
 A dove release is the one addition to any occasion 

that will leave everyone with a beautiful, lasting memory. 

At Suffolk Dove Company, we offer a friendly, personal, 
professional service to all our customers and 
are happy to help you plan your special day.

We will be pleased to discuss your dove release, arrange the 
symbolic release, and /or display of  our Doves. 

Chris or Jane | 01787 375862 | 07782 476692
www.suffolkdovecompany.co.uk  

Contact: 07767 334084

www.thesoulmonkeys.com   

www.facebook.com/thesoulmonkeys



You only have to look at the fantastic 
reviews on Tripadvisor to realise that 
Prested Hall near Colchester, Essex, is a 
fabulous place to hold your wedding, 
whatever the season.
Winter, spring, summer or autumn, this magnificent country 
house hotel is the perfect backdrop for any couple’s 
dream wedding.  Set in 75 acres of land, Prested Hall is 
idyllic, yet within easy reach of most of Essex via the A12 
Kelvedon exit. It is ‘just that little 
bit different’.

Couples discover this charming 
country manor dating from 
the 15th Century has a stylish 
home-from-home atmosphere 
that wedding parties adore. 

‘If you want a wedding 
venue which caters for your 
every need, stylish, romantic, 
affordable whilst maintaining 
a relaxed and homely 
environment then this is the 
place for you,’ said Lindsey on 
Tripadvisor who married Bryn at 
Prested Hall on August 14, 2014 
(pictured).

Marketing Manager, Nadia 
Harvey, ‘‘One of the things 
that makes Prested Hall special 
is that it’s an exclusive hire 
venue, so the hall is yours 
and exclusive to you, your 
family and friends for 24 hours. 
We give our couples the 
opportunity to dress the house 
in their own style, themes and 
colours, and we help them in 
every way we can.’ 

Winner of the ‘Boutique Venue of The Year’ Essex 
Wedding Award 2012, Prested Hall’s wedding packages 
include your wedding breakfast, accommodation for 33 
guests, breakfast the next day, your own Event Manager 
with a personalized service and much more. 

Choose from three very elegant 
licensed rooms for your civil 
ceremony or say your vows 
outdoors in the romantic setting of 
the Gazebo by the lush lawn and 
water, followed by celebrations in 
the marquee. 

Close by is the Prested Health 
Club and Elemis Spa, so a bride 
can enjoy some discounted pre-
wedding pampering, within easy 
reach of her room.

The next wedding show 
will be on Sunday 18th 
January 11am to 3pm -visit 
mainweddingsandevents.co.uk/
Essex-Wedding-Shows to register, 
and there is a Wedding Open 
Day on Sunday February 22nd 
from noon til 4pm.

If you want your dream wedding 
at Prested Hall see:  
prested.co.uk/weddings
Or phone: 01376 573300
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Couples are very impressed 

with prested hall

Photography credits:

EPS Photography

Nicholas Hill Photography

Essex County Wedding Photography

and Prested Hall



The stunning white stucco architecture is a beautiful 
backdrop for the all-important wedding photography 
even on the greyest of days. And that’s not all…

Traditionally Grand Hylands Estate benefits from hundreds 
of acres of beautiful parkland that looks stunning as the 
seasons change, vistas complemented by the exquisite 
interior. Lavishly decorated with gold leaf, the Banqueting 
Room is the epitome of grandeur, and perfect for cosy 
winter weddings.

Fairytale Weddings are trending this 
year, which means brides might like to 
take advantage of the three beautiful 
Horses at Hylands. One Shire horse and 
two Suffolk Punches can create the 
ultimate fairytale entrance on your 
big day. Just imagine a horse drawn 
carriage making its way through the 
snow!

Winter Themes are easy to create at the 
new Grand Pavilion. Tartans and winter 

venue
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Hylands House 
is a winter venue

Last-minute wedding deals
Hylands House currently have a Special Offer rates available for remaining 
Friday and Saturdays in January, February and March 2015 – Including 
Valentine’s Day! To enquire for availability and prices please contact the 
wedding Team on 01245 605500 or visit hylandsestateweddings.co.uk

Couples looking for an Essex venue that combines 
excellent function facilities and luxurious suites need 
look no further than Ivy Hill, Chelmsford.

Ivy Hill is the venue of choice for couples that want 
ceremony, celebrations, and somewhere sumptuous 
to stay all under one roof. There is room for up to 140 
guests, and while the option for an outdoor wedding 
in the beautiful gardens may require a warm coat, 
couples can still enjoy a warm embrace on the 
delightful lawns for photos!

There are several wedding breakfast packages to 
choose from, but the Diamond option really caught 
our eye, and not just because they are a girl’s best friend! 
Seasonal treats such as duck, salmon, sea bream and 
beef are on the menu, accompanied by Pimms and 
Champagne – very heavenly indeed.

Images courtesy of Ivy Hill

wonderland snowflake themes 
work well with deep wintry colours; 
such as berry and red, and pretty 
fairy lights – a look that is ideal for 
Valentine’s Day weddings too.

Soft carpets, neutral 
cosy colours and soft 
duvets make the suites 
at Ivy Hill the perfect 
place to stay at this 
time of year. There is a 
choice of deluxe rooms, 
feature rooms with 
four-poster beds, and 
the spacious bridal suite 

has luxurious soft furnishings, handmade chandelier and 
artwork that adds a delightful finishing touch. 

For more information call 01277 353040 or visit 
heritageonthehill.co.uk/weddings

 

Images courtesy of Hylands House.



Lovely in all seasons...
Invite your friends to stay and enjoy exclusive use of this beautiful listed 
manor house with 16 gorgeous bedrooms, summer marquee, gazebo and 
a choice of reception rooms for your ceremony, wedding breakfast and 
evening celebrations.

We have more bedrooms next to the Hall and a health club, Elemis spa, 
beauty and hair salon where we can help you prepare for your special day.
Have your wedding your way at Prested Hall.

Why not come along, meet the wedding team and view our special venue!
• Sunday Sunday 22nd February 2015 - Wedding Open Day, 12 - 4pm
• Sunday 26th April 2015 - Wedding Fair, 12 - 4pm

PRESTED HALL • FEERING • COLCHESTER • CO5 9EE  
01376 576300  •  info@prested.com  •  www.prested.co.uk

 

for weddings as individual as you

Oakwood House, Oakwood Park, Maidstone Kent ME16 8AE  t:01622 620720 e: info@oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk w:oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk

Oakwood House

exquisite menus and lavish accommodation. Oakwood House is simply the perfect venue for your wedding.
   Wed     
    Wedding
       Fayre
   

     Sunday 15th          
        February 

              11am until 3pm 

• A dedicated team of Wedding Coordinators to     

       help you plan your dream day

• Inclusive Wedding Packages to ease your planning

• Stunning gardens with fantastic photographic  

       opportunities

• Ceremony and reception suites are available for both 

       intimate and large parties of up to 300 guests

• 40 stylish and contemporary bedrooms are available  

 for you and your guests

• 



Where your 
dreams are turned
into perfect reality

Down Hall Country House Hotel Matching Road, Hatfield Heath, Nr Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire CM22 7AS
Tel: +44 (0) 1279 731 441  Fax: +44 (0) 1279 730 416  Email: weddings@downhall.co.uk

Please see our website for more special o ffers www.downhall.co.uk

Situat ed  in  the br eatht ak ing b eauty  o f  the  Her tf ordsh ir e  /  Essex  c o untr ys i de,  
Down Hall  Coun try  House  Hot el  pr o v ide s  an ex qu is i te  backdr op  t o  y o ur s pec i al  d ay .

Wedding
Showcase
Sunday 18th January

11am until 4pm
No Appointment Necessary

061857  23/09/2014  10:32  Page 1
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As flower buds unfold 
and trees blossom, the 
grandeur of Down Hall 
Country House and its 
110 acres of grounds 
really come to life.

Idyllic is the only 
way to describe the 
dream-like ambience 
of Down Hall, 
located on the Essex/ 
Hertfordshire border. 
Set in gorgeous 
grounds, and boasting 
a truly stunning interior, 
it is the place where 

wedding dreams come true. Some parts of the 
Italianate mansion date back to 1322, complete 
with fine period detailing, ornate interiors, sweeping 
staircase and chandeliered ballroom – all elements 
that are right on trend for weddings in 2015!

If you are looking for somewhere with elegance, 
charm and romance to get wed this year, then 
you’d better be quick because Down Hall has a 
special spring offer. Weddings held on Fridays and 
Sundays in May and June 2015 can take advantage 
of an inclusive package that starts from £6,950, for a 
minimum of 60 guests. 

For more, visit 
downhall.co.uk 
or contact their 
dedicated 
wedding  
co-ordinators on 
01279 732 153.

Images courtesy of Down Hall and Simply Photographic.

Contact the wedding co-ordinators at  
The Grand on 01303 222 222 or  
visit grand-uk.com to download the wedding 
brochure.

Images courtesy of The Grand.



Lingerie from Fantastie, Charnos, Lepel, After Eden, Royce, Sloggi, Triumph & Bodywrap (cup sizes 30-40/A-H)

moTHER oF THE BRidE SpECiALiST - ExTEnSivE SToCk AvAiLABLE
oCCASion wEAR • dAy wEAR • LingERiE • mATCHing HATS And FASCinAToRS • SHoES ¶ BAgS AvAiLABLE

SizES 10-26 • FREE ALTERATion SERviCE

Condici • Cabotine • Ann Balon • Libra • presen • gina Bacconi • ispirato • ian Stuart • personal Choice • zeila • Capri • John Charles • dresscode

JoHn STREET
RoySTon, HERTS Sg8 9BE

Telephone 01763 244073 
www.creamfashions.com

For that special occasion

LYMPNE CASTLE

Arguably the venue with the best view in Kent
Lympne Castle  01303 267571
The Street, Lympne  info@lympnecastle.co.uk
Kent CT21 4LQ www.lympnecastle.co.uk

Open Days - Sunday 4th January & 1st February 2015
Free admission - 11am - 4pm

Wedding Fair - Sunday 11th January 2015
Free admission - 11am - 3pm



mother of the bride

Following a million pound refurbishment, Pontlands Park boasts a 
unique mix of authentic Victorian aesthetics and contemporary 
design – the perfect backdrop for a wedding!

Pontlands Park Hotel is set in beautifully landscaped gardens in 
the Essex countryside, and has a wealth of stunning features that 
will look great in your wedding photos. Two rooms are licensed for 
Civil Ceremonies, and there are a number of options for wedding 
breakfast and reception arrangements depending on the time of 
year. 

There are four-poster and feature rooms, suites, and deluxe 
bedrooms available to book, all of which have been exquisitely 
refurbished so that you and your guests can enjoy the splendour 
of this Victorian venue to the full. 

There are three Dream Wedding packages to choose from, to 
download the brochure visit pontlandsparkhotel.co.uk or call 
01245 476444  to find out more.

Mothers of the Bride and Groom 
are guaranteed superior service 
and the very best in formal 
fashion at Cream’s boutique in 
Hertfordshire.
Among their impressive collection 
of elegant special occasion wear, 
you’ll find outfits by Condici, John 
Charles, and Ispirato. Combining 
expertly tailored cuts and luxurious 
fabrics, these sophisticated 
designs have been selected for 
their ‘wow’ factor, essential as Sue 
Ross and her staff want customers 
to leave the shop with the right 
outfit - one that has that million-
dollar feel.
To complete the look, Cream 
also offer a fantastic collection of 
fascinators, hats, shoes and bags. 
Lingerie can also be purchased at 
Cream, to guarantee that you’ll feel and look your very best on  
the big day.
To find out more visit creamfashions.com or pop in to their shop on 
John Street in Royston, Hertfordshire. Enquiries can be made by email 
info@creamfashions.com or by phone 01763 244073.

The cream of the crop

One in a million venue
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Floral design
 Specialising in weddings & events 
   Bespoke handmade stationery
   Vintage inspired, 
     traditional or modern styles 

07930 337992    www.finishingtouchesbyfaithgurel.co.uk   E: faith@finishingtouchesbyfaithgurel.co.uk

I love what I do and get so  
excited to be there for 

every step of your journey



Stem by Stem spots the trends 
in wedding fl owers for 2015!

Vintage – Think faded pinks and apricots through to 
raspberry and cinnamon. Incorporate accessories such 
as brooches, pearls and lace or use vintage china cups, 
jugs and sugar bowls fi lled with fl owers to decorate the 
reception. 

Country Garden – The key is to use fl owers that are 
in season and preferably English grown, such as stock, 
peony, larkspur, dahlia, Sweet William and sunfl ower. 
Incorporate herbs, such as rosemary, fl owering mint, 
lavender and myrtle to add scent - 
fl owering grasses also work well. 

Navy Blue – It’s a dramatic 
colour and works well in large, 
bright venues. Blue fl owers include 
anemone, hyacinth, hydrangea, 
delphinium and aconitum. Adding 
touches of cream or apricot will 
brighten designs. 

Stem by Stem 01303 252626 
stembystemfl owers.co.uk 

Images courtesy of Stem by Stem.
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Finishing Touches by 
Faith Gurel 
Using whites, silvers, blues 
and greens will help give that winter wonderland feel.
White Flowers Roses, agapanthuses, anemones, chrysanthemum blooms, hyacinths, 
amaryllises, hellebores (Christmas rose) and some varieties of tulip are available in winter. 
Carnations en mass look like snowballs!

For a rustic winter forest twist Add pine cones, twigs and sphagnum moss to your 
fl oral choices. Gorgeous winter greens can be found in blue leylandii, a typical winter 
evergreen fern, and green spruce, which has that lovely fresh Christmas tree smell. 

A Touch of Ice Hanging amaranths sprayed silver can look like icicles and brunia (laevis 
or nodulifl ora) has a natural silver look and looks amazing in bouquets. Try using glass for 

containers to give the impression of ice amongst the displays.
Finishing Touches by Faith Gurel 07930 337992 
fi nishingtouchesbyfaithgurel.co.uk

Images courtesy of Faith Gurel.

Gracie Day Flowers – Splashing out on Lily of the Valley for 
buttonholes and bouquets.
Lily of the Valley may be expensive… but used sparingly in the groom’s 
buttonhole and bride’s bouquet, it is a simple 
and effective way of adding a wintry touch to 
the fl oral display. Although it is a spring fl ower 
in the UK, it is available from fl orists’ suppliers 
all year, so excellent for winter too.

Opportunity to win the cost of your fl owers 
back with Gracie Day! All weddings supplied 
during 2015 from 01st January to 30th 
November 2015 will be entered into a draw, 
which will take place on 1st December 2015. 
One lucky bride will win the cost of the fl owers 
back in time for Christmas! 

Gracie Day Flowers 07867 331216 
gracieday.co.uk.  

Images courtesy of Gracie Day and 

Ross Holkham Photography. 
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Valentine’s Day and Mother’s Day are two of the busiest times of the year for 
florists, which means flowers are much more expensive, even for florists to buy 
in. To find out how couples planning to get 
married in late winter and early spring can 
keep to their budget, we caught up with 
The Flower Mill and Brown’s Blooms and 
Balloons.

Karen Borden from The Flower Mill
Use props along with flowers. Flowers around 
ornate candelabra are a great focal point, 
or use decorative touches like hessian or 
lace.

Use lots of interesting foliage which is in 
abundance at this time of year, or dried 
flowers for interest as these can be bought 
well in advance. 

Choose single statement flowers, or 
seasonal flowers to help reduce costs. 
Winter and spring is a wonderful time 
of year for blooms such as Ranunculus, 
Anemones, Lilacs, Roses, as well as berries, 
or silvery foliage like Senecio, and berried 
foliage Skimmia.

Take advantage of the early darker days by incorporating lots of chapel 
candles as a space filler.

Red flowers at Valentine’s are generally more expensive. Carnations are just  
as pretty, but more cost effective than roses, and look stunning grouped 
together en-masse.

Contact theflowermillessex.co.uk on 07854 738895 

Jo from Brown’s Blooms and Balloons
Splash out on silk flowers. Good quality silk flowers can 
be more expensive than fresh, but during these peak 
periods it ensures you have the colour you want and 
the flowers you want. You can even mix them in with 
fresh seasonal flowers. The high quality silk flowers on 
the market today are very difficult to spot, you often 
have to actually touch the bloom to tell if it’s real  
or not.

Reuse your blooms to get the most out of your flowers 
on your wedding day. For example reuse the registrars 
table arrangement on the top table, or put the Bride’s 
and Bridesmaid’s bouquets in vases along the front 
of the top table. Adding some tea lights and table 
crystals scattered in between them makes a lovely top 
table display.

Have a few large table centrepieces for that wow 
factor, but for the remaining guest tables have smaller 
designs using the same flowers but with the addition of 
mirror bases, tea lights, and table crystals.

Trending at the moment are large 3ft balloons with 
handmade tassels to match your colour scheme. 
Using just one or two of these placed in a venue 
makes quite a statement. 

Contact brownsbloomsandballoons.co.uk  
on 01621 892315

Images courtesy of: The Flower Mill, Rebecca Wedding 
Photography, Arty Weddings, Browns Blooms and Balloons, and 
Stephen Littler Photography.

Selecting seasonal flowers 
essential tips for weddings in 
February and March!



To make your special day unforgettable
01621 892315 

www.facebook.com/brownsbloomsandballoons
Email: brownsbloomsandballoons@talktalk.net  

www.brownsbloomsandballoons.co.uk

Brown’s 
Blooms and Balloons

Wedding and event specialist
creating beautiful bespoke designs

stem by stem
...love flowers

Your dream day...our beautiful flowers

8 -10 Church Street, Folkestone, Kent CT20 1SE
01303 252 626  www.stembystemflowers.co.uk

01473 201033
www.woolverstonehall.co.uk

Woolverstone Hall is a magnificent Grade I
listed Palladian mansion set in 80 acres of

stunning Suffolk parkland.
It’s the perfect combination of beauty, romance
and history where a wedding can be tailored to

your personal requirements, to create an
experience as individual as you are.

Planning a wedding?Planning a wedding?
First make a date with us

Capital Booths 
Fun, Affordable, Quality Photo Booth Hire 

Entertain your guests and create 
lasting memories with our 

stylish and modern Photo Booths.

A fully personalised service from start 
to finish with customised prints and 
a unique personalised guest book. 

Call 07908108212
www.capitalbooths.com

email: capitalbooths@gmail.com

Special Offer for 

Absolute Bridal Magazine Readers 

15% OFF our Premium Package

 Offer Code AB01



Please visit our website to view our private collection of wedding cars.
www.buttonholesandbouquetsweddingcars.com

 buttonholesandbouquetsKent
 KentWeddingCars

 Supplying Vintage and Traditional Wedding Cars 
throughout Kent and into Sussex. 

Our cars are dressed in silk ribbons and flowers colours of your choice 
and our uniformed chauffeurs are there to support you  

on your very special journey.

Wilderness Farm, Stalisfield Church Road, Charing, Kent TN27 0HE

01233 712506  
07742 118218  07850 753104 

vmobbs@btinternet.com

Wedding Florist

Passionate about design & all things pretty

07515 391925
www.tradvintflower.co.uk
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How Mykela and Warren said “I do”

Mykela Pratt, 26, married Warren 
Hill, 28, at Gosfield Hall, Essex, on 
23 November 2013. A Christmas 
wedding was a dream come true, 
especially with a 6 ft tree and 
decorations adorning the venue.
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My mum, Josie, was the one who got us together. 
Warren and I first met when we were aged 16 and 18. 
We had a brief encounter at a pub. However, the time 
wasn’t right and our paths didn’t cross again until my 
Mum spotted Warren (now 23) at an engagement 
party of mutual friends. She thought he looked like Olly 
Murs, suggested that I (now 21) would like him, and 
that he should add me to his Facebook friends- not 
realising that we had met before! Warren added me 
on Facebook the next day and sent a message, a date 
followed a couple of weeks later and the rest is history.

Warren proposed on a gondola at the Venetian hotel in 
Las Vegas on the 9 October 2012, so our wedding had 
to be special too.

My mum unfortunately passed away in November 2012, 
just after we returned from our engagement holiday. It 
would have made the perfect day even better to have 
had her there with us, but we felt she was there in spirit.

I was sure Gosfield Hall was the right place for us the 
moment we walked in. It was the third 
wedding venue we looked at. It’s such a 
great location, particularly for a winter 
wedding. It had different rooms that we 
could use for each element of the day 
(the ceremony, the wedding breakfast 
and the evening reception) and it had 
beautiful accommodation on site for our 
guests, which we also wanted, plus an 
amazing bridal suite. 

I had always wanted to get married close 
to Christmas and luckily when we viewed 
Gosfield Hall in the November of 2012 the 
Christmas decorations were up and the  
6 foot Christmas trees looked magnificent 
and sealed the deal. When we found 
out they had a November date in 2013 it 
seemed perfect timing. The whole day 
ran perfectly. Our planner at Gosfield Hall, 
Catherine, kept it all running smoothly. 

My mum had always wanted me to have a horse and 
carriage. We didn’t even arrive in it! It took us for a 
15 minute ride after the ceremony, which was lovely 
looking back, as it gave us some time to ourselves after 
the ceremony and before the rest of the celebrations 
began. 
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Where they bought it:
Bride’s Wedding Dress by Ian Stuart and was called 
‘Orient Express’, Belissima Bridal, South Woodham. 
bellissimaweddings.co.uk

Groom’s Outfit from Fields, Westcliff-on-Sea.  
fields-menswear.com

Groomsmen from Fields, Westcliff-on-Sea. Westcliff-
on-Sea. fields-menswear.com

The Bridesmaids Belissima Bridal, South Woodham. 
bellissimaweddings.co.uk
Venue Gosfield Hall, Essex.  
countryhouseweddings.co.uk/gosfield-hall

Catering All provided by the venue and included 
in price.

Cake Love Cupcakes & Cheri Bakewells, Leigh-on-
Sea. love-cupcake.co.uk

Favours  Custom Cookie Co.  
customcookieco.co.uk
Flowers Out of the Earth, Southend-on-Sea. 
outoftheearth.co.uk

Décor All provided by the venue included in cost 
above. 

Entertainment Dynamic Fireworks 
dynamicfireworks.co.uk

Luke Burr booked via lukeburr@me.com 

Photographer Paul Hubbard Photographic 
paulhubbardphotographic.com – fantastic 
photographer and videographer. Couldn’t 
recommend him highly enough. 

Our Chief Bridesmaid was my older sister Natasha 
(now 28) and our other bridesmaids were Warren’s little 
sisters, Ella (now 17) and Grace (now 14). We had ushers 
- Warren’s brothers Jack (19) and Tom (14), his best man 
was his best friend, Lee (27). 

Our reception 
was at the 
wedding venue. 
We invited 80 
people to the day 
and an additional 
40 in the evening. 
Our food was also 
incredible. The 
evening started 
with a firework 
display, our 

biggest extravagance. 
They only lasted 3 
minutes, but were 
spectacular.  

The evening 
entertainment was 
brilliant. Our singer, 
Luke Burr, was 
absolutely fantastic and 
we kept him a secret 
so it was a surprise for 
everyone. He sang our 
first dance (Alicia Keys’ 
‘If I Ain’t Got You’), then 

afterwards we had a DJ, 
who provided excellent 
entertainment for the 
whole evening. 

Our top tip for couples 
getting married would 
be: don’t let other people 
influence your day and 
never compromise on 
the guest list. We didn’t 

feel obliged to have long lost family members there 
and in fact had a lot more friends than family, which 
made a fantastic atmosphere in the evening. 

Also, if you are having a winter wedding, get married 
earlier in the day if possible. We got married at 2pm 
but I wish we’d chosen a 1pm ceremony as it would 
have given us more time for photos and socialising 
with guests before the wedding breakfast. 



THE GOOD TIMES BOX
Your wedding is yours and it should stay that way.  

With the simple addition of our GOOD TIMES BOX, 
your event will be extra special for everyone!

• A lovely open air photo booth which will fit up 
to 10 of your guests at a time

• Simple to operate which keeps it fun, exciting 
and hassle free

• You get a copy of all the picture strips including 
a digital copy 

• Your guests who use the box can take away a 
quality picture as a keepsake

The Good Times Box is delivered, set up and then 
we make sure you are happy with it  When we are 
due to take it down, we will show up promptly 
and unobtrusively to dismantle it and take it away.

We are based in central Bury St. Edmunds 
and will provide our service within a 30 
mile range.  Outside this, we will happily 
discuss any additional fees. We are prepared 
to make sacrifices to make your event 
absolutely perfect.

Call us on 07788 773 867 or 07990 958 776
or email us TheGoodTimesBox@outlook.com

Zoë Tyler International

Zoë provides some of the best 
entertainment for weddings in the 
country. Her first class singers and 
violinists will add class to your day. 

Beautiful vocalists sing as you walk 
down the aisle, or whilst guests arrive 
or at your reception.

Perhaps you would like a group of 
WEST END singers to launch into song 
as a surprise at your 
ceremony or reception. 

Secret wedding singers 
are truly
something different 
and will make fabulous 
memories for your 
unforgettable day. 

Visit

www.ZOETYLERINTERNATIONAL.COM 

to view all of Zoë’s acts.



Photo Booth Hire
Fun Fotos UK offers a premier Photobooth for  

East Anglia Our booth is equipped with fantastic green-screen technology and a 

fully loaded prop box & produces fun photos printed instantly!

u Photo booths provide hours of fun and your guests will love it!

u Green screen, colour & black white prints, unlimited visits, lots of fun props

u Guest book, Digital copy and Facebook Album

u Personalised Sidebars and Backgrounds

u Covering all of East Anglia including Essex !

Our booth is equipped with a professional DSLR camera along with professional  

portrait lights to give high quality images which are printed instantly using a professional  

Kodak industry printer.

Along with our fun and friendly team it has been travelling all over the UK for over 5 years, 

providing a uniquely personal and unforgettable must-have addition to birthdays, weddings, 

corporate  and other parties.

Total Photography 38 High Street, Brandon, Suffolk IP27 0AQ • email : Funbooths@totalfoto.co.uk

           Call us on 0800 999 59 39
www.funfotosuk.com
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Choose your photographer according to the style you want.  
Things to consider include: 

Style: Do you want traditional wedding photography, reportage/
photojournalism or a mix of the two? 

Editing: How do you want the final 
images to look... highly processed or 
heavily manipulated with effects added 
to the images? Does the photographer 
offer a mix of colour, and black and 
white? 

Approach: Do you want your 
photographer to take charge on the 
day and spend time moving and posing 
guests to get the right shot?  
How much time do you want dedicated 
to group shots, or would you rather 
your photographer remain in the 
background?

Nathalie Delente Photography, 
Chelmsford, Essex: 
nathaliedelentephotography.co.uk  
07834 283 120 

Getting married in winter? Embrace 
the weather, and have the 
ceremony early to make the most 
of the daylight! There’s nothing you 
can do about the weather on the 
day, but your photographer should 
have scoped some rainy day photo 
locations. There’s also nothing 
stopping you getting the brollies out 
for some fun photos if all else fails. 
If you’re lucky enough to get snow, 
then brave the outdoors for photos, 
but have a wrap to keep warm and 
some spare shoes or wellies ready 
to go! No snow? Why not make 
snowflake confetti for your guests 
to throw instead? If you’re having a 
winter wedding it’ll start to get dark 
around 3.30/4pm, therefore having 
your ceremony early in the day will 
give your photographer a chance to 

make the most of the daylight. 

Lyndsey Challis Photography, Tonbridge, Kent: 
lyndseychallis.com 07521 165726 

Allow the photographer to be present as people get ready. 
These intimate, private moments are important to the story 
of the day, natural shots that will be album favourites for you 
and family members too. 

Images courtesy of DB Photos: dbetts.co.uk 01273 621123  



Relaxed, Natural, Personalised Wedding Photography

Capturing your treasured memories

 

07976 366007
info@julielarnerphotographer.co.uk     

www.julielarnerphotographer.co.uk

07834 283 120

Nathalie Delente Photography

Essex based 
photographer & 

surrounding 
counties  

www.nathaliedelentephotography.co.uk
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Have an engagement shoot and a meeting a month 
before the wedding to finalise what you want. 
Engagement shoots are the ideal way to get to know 
your photographer and try out a range of shoots styles, 
helping you get the desired results from your wedding 
photos. Having fun on an engagement shoot can really 
help you relax and make you feel at ease on the big day. 

SE Photography, Chelmsford, Essex: 
seweddingphotography.co.uk 01245 600967 

Book a professional photographer - and book early! Your 
wedding photography is your main lasting memento of 
your big day, it will not only remind you of all the things 
you did remember from your day, but it will also show 
you things you may have missed along the way. You 
may be tempted to ask a friend or go for a cheap deal 
you’ve found on the internet. Ask yourself this: would you 
consider using a fast-food chain to do your catering or 
go to the local street market to buy your dream wedding 
dress? It’s exactly the same with the photography - you 
get what you pay for. In the hands of a professional 

you can relax knowing that their experience, backup 
equipment, training and qualifications enable them to 
handle your photography in any situation and whatever 
the weather. Bear in mind that good photographers tend 
to get booked up around a year in advance, sometimes 
more if it’s a peak summer date. 

Dean Robson Photography, Essex and Hertfordshire: 
deanrobsonphotography.co.uk 01279 723228



Professional
Experienced
Kent & Surrey based
Janet: 07976 963477 
Keith: 07970 598238
info@photoglorious.co.uk

www.photoglorious.co.uk

WEDDING 
PHOTOGRAPHERS



As featured in Rock’n’Roll Bride, 
Hitched & Whimisical Weddings

www.benjaminstuart.co.uk
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Learn to pose without posing and take time out. Everyone wants to 
look stunningly beautiful on their wedding day, but how to you do this 
without that staged or faked look? Try changing the position of your 
head and gaze; also vary your focus from directly down the lens of 
the camera to just beyond the photographer’s shoulder. 

Taking time out also allows the photographer to get some natural 
shots. Whether it is in the car on the way to the reception or on a 
walk around the grounds of the venue, take time to reflect on the 
new journey ahead of you as a married couple - and the fact that 

those you love the most 
have come together for 
you on this special day. 
You’ll be amazed at what 
your photographer might 
capture while you do.

Sshh Media 
benjaminstuart.co.uk 
sshhmedia@gmail.com 

Have faith 
in your 
photographer 
and work with them to create beautiful wedding photos.

Photography is a 50/50 thing, you need to work with 
your photographer to create beautiful wedding photos. 
Being relaxed is the biggest thing a couple can bring to 
the table, not only will you enjoy it more, but it will really 
show through in your shots! Aside from that, trust your 
photographer and their experience. I advise clients to 
keep the number of group photos to around 10. This will 
shorten the time you and your guests spend standing 
around. Even if you have more, you’ll find only 8 or so will 
make it to your album.

Matt Heath Photography, Essex and Hertfordshire: 
mattheathphotography.com 01279 329079



•	 Natural,	contemporary	and	traditional	photography

•	 Bespoke	packages	starting	from	£450	which	all	include	CD

•	 Italian	digital	storybook	albums	&	matching	parent’s	albums

•	 Online	gallery	for	guests	to	view	anywhere	in	the	world

•	 Relaxed	and	unobtrusive	style	capturing	every	special	moment

	 Call	Carolyn	on	01622	859455/0771	954	5295
E:	Carolyn@gowestphotography.co.uk				W:	www.gowestphotography.co.uk

www.raylowestudios.co.uk

www.raylowestudios.co.uk

Award Winning 
Contemporary 
Photography 

at 
Ray Lowe Studios

01992 636152
121-123 Crossbrook St, 

Cheshunt, Hertfordshire. EN8 8LY



Aurora Pearl are passionate 
and specialise in Weddings.

We strive to go ‘Beyond 
Entertainment’ with our Award 
Winning Services to ensure the 
evening of your wedding day is 
as memorable as the start.

Aurora Pearl provide Interactive 
Entertainment Hire, DJ & Disco 
Services & Décor Lighting & 
more!

 Our Interactive Entertainment 
Hire guarantees endless fun and 
instant memories that you can 
keep forever.

Please visit our website for all our package options and more information on all our hire services

www.aurorapearl.co.uk • info@aurorapearl.co.uk • 01376 538349

Aw
ard

 W
inning 

Entertainm
ent

Traditional pictures or videos in 
a Photo Booth or new modern 
twists on classic ideas with our 
Brand New Flick Books! 

With our DJ & Disco Hire we 
personally meet with every 
customer before the big day, 
this then gives us a chance to 
talk through and get a feel and 
understanding of the different 
styles of music you like and how 
you envisage the evening of your 
big day to be. 

“Thank you for a great night of 
entertainment with the DJ’ing and 
the photo booth went down a treat! 
We’ve looked at the album at least 
twice already!!!”  -

Mr & Mrs Piper 

“Scott was amazing and everyone 
wanted to tell me afterwards, so i 
thought i would pass the comments 
on. The music was spot on!” 
 Juliana

“We have had numerous comments 
on how good the music was and 
how unobtrusive the DJ was. You 
certainly made our reception a 
fantastic party.” 
 Steve & Rachel Mcmillan 
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Essex’s newest wedding barn is now open for business! 
The eagerly awaited Houchins promises to be a venue 
packed with a whole lotta love for couples on their 
wedding day. 

Houchins is a magnificent wedding barn and charming 
Grade II historic farmhouse offering a choice of indoor 
grandeur, outdoor simplicity or a combination of the 
two! Situated on the outskirts of the picturesque village of 
Coggeshall, its location is most certainly sought after by 
couples looking for somewhere special to get married, 
but the key features of recent refurbishments are likely to 
seal the deal. 

Winter Weddings

The main wedding barn incorporates the Foundry, 
designed for indoor ceremonies in the afternoon, and 
partying in the evening. Linked to this is the Chitting Shed 
– with huge glass double doors that open out onto the 
west-facing terrace and gardens, it is the perfect place 
for the drinks reception. The wedding breakfast is served 
in the Grainstore, a striking space complete with a huge 
roaring log fire and mezzanine gallery – guaranteed to 
make an impression on your guests.

Summer Ceremonies

In addition, the beautiful oak-clad 
Ceremony Loggia and Wedding 
Garden situated in front of the 
terrace are available to use from 
May to September. A traditional 
marquee is connected to the Loggia, offering guests 
protection from unpredictable weather with elegance 
and style.

This beautiful barn venue is operated by Adam and 
Anna Dixon-Smith of Dove Barn, a wedding barn near 
Sudbury in Suffolk, well known as a first-class wedding 
venue with fantastic service. Houchins will cater for 
weddings and civil ceremonies from 25 to 150+ people, 
and there is a 7 bedroom historic farmhouse that offers 
luxurious accommodation for the bride, groom, family 
and friends. Bookings are being taken for 2015/16, but as 
it is a new venue, there is still plenty of availability to book 
this stunning location in 2015. Visit houchins.co.uk or call 
01787 210007 to find out more.

From Houchins with l   ve

The warming fire and 
open hearth located 
in the Grainstore is over 
4m long, a stunning 
centrepiece for the 
modern dining area and 
mezzanine gallery with 
35-foot high ceilings.

The stone mosaic, 
designed and made 
by Anna Dixon-Smith, 
is a romantic feature 
where the paths that 
lead to the outdoor 
ceremony Loggia and 
the main reception 
terrace cross.

Houchins late availability offer!  
Save up to £200.00!

If you marry at Houchins before the end of  
July 2015 they will give you up to £200 off  

the venue hire price. Discounts vary  
depending on the day of week. 

Images courtesy of Lottie Ettling Photography and Adam Dixon-Smith.
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YOUR PERFECT WEDDING VENUE
Nestled in 200 acres of beautiful Kent countryside, Tudor Park offers
exquisite menus, Marriott exceptional service and lavish accommodation.

CELEBRATE YOUR PERFECT WEDDING DAY AT
TUDOR PARK WITH ALL INCLUSIVE WEDDING
PACKAGES FROM £4000 FOR 50 GUESTS
For more information or to arrange a viewing, please contact us on
01622 632006

Tudor Park A Marriott Hotel & Country Club Ashford Road Bearsted MarriottTudorPark.co.uk

Terms and Conditions apply

2010 M
arriott International, Inc.
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Hire or Buy?
Hiring ensures that all of the wedding party, from small 
boys up to large men, are matching – a difficult thing to 
achieve when buying on the high street. Alternatively if 
guys are after something a little different that they aren’t 
likely to wear again, hiring is a cost-effective solution.
Grooms choose to buy their suit because they want a 
keepsake. Another advantage is that a bought suit can be 
tailored to fit perfectly, and a unique look can be created for 
the day.

Exclusive Accessories
Want something a little special to add a finishing touch 

to your look? These enamelled sterling silver cufflinks 
from M.P. Levene of London are handmade in the UK 
to order and hallmarked. You can view the extensive 

designs available at mplevene.co.uk. Orders taken by 
phone 020 7589 3755 or email silver@mplevene.co.uk.

Enamelled Silver Cufflinks, made to order, £195.

Groomed to Perfection
Wondering what’s hot for bridegrooms this year? Check 
out the latest fashions in men’s formal attire from Anthony 
Exclusive Formalwear.

Trending in 2015

Tweed suits and accessories 
are bang on trend for 
vintage weddings.

Classic tails are in, but with 
a contemporary cut, mixing 
slim-fit with traditional 
formalwear.

Mix a contemporary fit with 
vintage styling for a dapper 
look with a difference. Think 
slim-fit suit, knitted tie & 
slide, plus pocket watch.

Colours to go for this year 
are navy & royal blue. Grey 
is still in, and black is making 
a comeback.

3-piece lounge suits are 
very popular – get it right 
with a slim fit.
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Home and away: 
  Stag-do ideas for all!

Climb the O2 Arena: An unforgettable 

adrenaline buzz is assured for any stag group 

brave enough to ascend the world famous O2 

Arena. After around 45 minutes participants will 

be rewarded with breath-taking views across 

London – before the descent and an evening on 

the tiles of this great metropolis. stagweb.co.uk

Krvavec ski resort, Ljubljana: Just 45 minutes from Ljubljana lies 

the stunning Krvavec ski resort, where Slovenia Stags promise a 

fun-packed stag do featuring snow biking, night sledging, and 

of course plenty of skiing and snowboarding. And because 

Ljubljana is so close, the nights are sure to be memorable. 

Accommodation, ski passes and tuition are also included. 

sloveniastags.com

Edinburgh: Best experienced in spring and summer, 
the Scottish capital is a true UK gem, featuring a 
plethora of art galleries and museums, and beautiful 
Georgian architecture. Wonderful old Edinburgh 
pubs form the centre of a vibrant nightlife to be 
enjoyed come the evening. For a taste of the world-
famous Fringe Festival, consider an August arrival. 
visitscotland.com/destinations-maps/edinburgh-
lothians

Outdoors

Action

Bratislava Tank Ride: Fancy driving a Russian-
made BVP-1 around a 130,000 square metre 
former military base for five hours? Rocket 
launcher ammunition is not included, but 
a delicious Slovakian BBQ most certainly is, 
together with beers. chillisauce.co.uk

G2Outdoor Fun in Aviemore, Scotland: Get your 
stags’ blood pumping in Aviemore, with group 
activities such as white water rafting, canyoning 
and mountain biking. G2 Outdoor activity days 
can be tailored to a group’s adrenaline appetite! 
g2outdoor.co.uk/hen-and-stag-weekends

Paris: For a cultural stag do on continental 
Europe, there’s arguably no better destination 
than the French capital. Choose from the vast 
Louvre, the scintillating 
Mussee de 
Orsay, or for 
something more 
contemporary, 
the Palais de 
Tokyo or the 
Musée d’Art 
Moderne de 
la Ville de 
Paris. For those 
seeking culture, 
this sprawling 
museum-land is 
sure to delight. 
timeout.com/paris
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thelegacykingscliffhotel

The Legacy Kingscliff
55 Kings Parade, Holland on Sea, Essex CO15 5JB

T: 08444 119 492
E: info@thekingscliffhotel.co.uk
W: www.thekingscliffhotel.com

Seaside Weddings

     W
edding Show

     Sunday 25th January 2015  

   – free a
dmission

  Sunday 26th April 2015 – free a
dmission

Call 08444 119492, quote code and receive complimentary canapes for your drinks reception
*Promotional code AB010115 (Not in conjunction with any other offer)

All inclusive Weddings from just £2500 for 40 guests
available on selected dates before 30/06/15



essex wedding awards

Absolute Bridal magazine proudly presents the 
winners of the Essex Wedding Awards 2014! 
Absolute Bridal was once again thrilled to support the 
third annual Essex Wedding Awards announced on 
Thursday 27th November 2014 at a glittering, black 
tie, gala event at Parklands, Quendon Hall. 
These awards, unique to Essex, focus on the couples, 
venues, services and suppliers involved in organising 
weddings for more than 7,000 couples every year 
throughout the county. With all 19 categories 
showcasing professionals of an incredibly high 
standard, it was not an easy task for the independent 
judging panel to make their decisions.
Absolute Bridal congratulates the judges and all who 
entered these prestigious awards. On the following 
pages we pay tribute to the winners’ commitment 
and dedication in the highly competitive and 
professional wedding community. Each winner 
received a fabulous trophy, presented by celebrity 
compere, stand-up comedian, Jarred Christmas. 
Congratulations to everyone that took part – you are 
shining stars!  

Most Romantic Couple in Essex!
Congratulations to Saf & Dee from Ilford; who are 
the winners of the Essex Romance Award and win a 
fantastic weekend break including a romantic dinner 
and champagne for two at the fantastic Orsett Hall.
Saf and Dee are childhood sweethearts, meeting at the 
tender young age of 16. It was their 13-year romantic 
wait for their wedding that won the judges over.
“We both lived on the same street and became good 
friends and our relationship grew stronger and stronger. 

Fairly soon we knew we wanted to get married and start 
a life together, however we knew it wasn’t going to be 
straight forward. This was because we were both from 
two different countries, cultures, religions.” 
 It was 11 years before Saf and Dee plucked up 
the courage to tell their families, and after many 
conversations, both families came round to the idea of 
the couple getting married because they all wanted 
Saf and Dee to be happy.  We would like to extend our 
happiest wishes to Saf and Dee too, and of course our 
congratulations!

During 2015, the Essex Wedding Awards will again be 
looking to find Essex’s Most Romantic Couple. If you 
think this might be you, then make sure to let them 
know. Details of how to enter can be found on the EWA 
website, www.essexweddingawards.co.uk where you 
will also find an extensive list of wedding businesses to 
help you plan your big day!

To get involved with the awards or to find out more call 
the EWA team on 01622 474011

Essex Wedding Awards 
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TIMELESS GLAMOUR EXCLUSIVE TO YOU      

 01245 605500 
      

 HYLANDS@CHELMSFORD.GOV.UK   
    

WWW.HYLANDSESTATEWEDDINGS.CO.UK 
 

HYLANDS PARK, LONDON ROAD, CHELMSFORD, CM2 8WQ 

 

WEDDING OPEN DAY 
Sunday 25 January 2015 

10pm to 4pm 
 
 
 

  
      

 

 

 



01376 572643
weddings@crabbsbarn.co.uk
www.crabbsbarn.co.uk



www.bigLA.co.uk 

L.A. Stretch Limos prestigious classic and modern wedding cars, limousines and a luxury yacht 

                                 Our Exclusive Rolls Royce Phantom Drop Head Convertible  and Fairline Targa 52 GT Luxury Yacht 

                Hummer                       Cadilliac Eldorado Biarritz                 Excursion                             Classic S3 Bentley                   Lincoln Limousines         

020 8554 9292 All Major Credit 
Cards Accepted 

 Uniformed Chauffeurs  Special Weekday Rates  Friendly & Professional Service   Fully Insured and Regulated    Viewings at Your Convenience   

For more details and to discuss your requirements, please contact our team 

www.turnerandpennell.co.uk
info@turnerandpennell.co.uk

@turnerpennell

Turner and Pennell Bridal Gallery

75b Eastwood Road
Rayleigh

Essex
SS6 7JN

01268 776826



And the Winner is...
Master of Ceremonies Award 

Chris Webb Toastmaster

Most Stylish Arrival Award 

L.A. Stretch Limos

Wedding WOW Factor Award
Totally Sound Events

Winner 2014

Wedding Beauty AwardMake Up By Celina
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Wedding Ring Retailer Award

COO Jewellers



Wedding Hair Styling Award Lynnette Chasmer Bridal and Prom Hair Design

Wedding Stationery & Favours Award
 Yours Occasionally

Wedding Photographer of the Year 

eXpression Photography

Wedding Dress Retailer of the Year Confetti and Couture

Wedding Cake Designer of the Year 
Cake Cuisine

Winner 2014
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Unit 4 Mayfield Farm Sheering Road
Old Harlow  CM17 0JP

07867 331216
www.gracieday.co.uk
Facebook - /graciedayflowers
Twitter - /graciedayflower

...the venue looked amazing and the bouquets were gorgeous 
Zoe & Paul

...the flowers were perfect...exactly what we wanted!    Louise & Daniel

Thank you

...for the flowers...so beautiful... we 
will be recommending you to all our 
friends     Lisa & Patrick

SPECIALISTS IN WEDDING CAKES & HANDMADE SUGAR FLOWERS | Established 1994

Traditional, contemporary and bespoke wedding cakes presented with beautifully handcrafted sugar flowers 

which can be tailored to complement the bridal bouquet and theme of the occasion. We offer a specialised 

personal service beginning with planning through to design and delivery to the venue. Cake Cuisine offers a wide 

range of flavours and will work closely with you to create a unique cake.

Contact Lisa Kennedy (Hatfield Heath)   07584 122 960    lisa@cakecuisine.co.uk     www.cakecuisine.co.uk

Cakecuisine@hatfieldheath



Winter Wonderland Weddings
In the Heart of Epping Forest

AWARD WINNING VENUE
WEDDING OPEN DAY

SUNDAY 1ST MARCH 2015
12.00-4PM FREE ENTRY

CALL OUR EVENTS TEAM ON 0208 508 5000   www.kingsoakhotel.com
Kings Oak Hotel, Paul’s Nursery Road, High Beach, Essex IG10 4AE  E: events@kingsoakhotel.com

Photography by dan@cherryblossomweddings.comPhotography by dan@cherryblossomweddings.com



Wedding Venue of the Year - 
Something Different!
Kings Oak Hotel

Wedding Venue of the Year

Down Hall Country House Hotel

Wedding Venue of the Year - HeritageHylands Estate

Wedding Venue of the Year - Boutique

The Coach House - Marks Hall

Winner 201478 Absolute Bridal magazine

...more winners!



Kennington Hall

A Gentleman’s Country House, set in the beautiful Stour Valley on the 
edge of the village of Kennington. This Grade II Listed Georgian home 
is set in secluded gardens enclosed by mature trees and Yew hedges with 
Splendid views of the North Downs.
Suitable for Weddings, Receptions and Parties.

Viewing by appointment only.
Call 07795 361431 or 07793 087317
email: kenningtonhall@outlook.com
www.facebook.com/KenningtonHallevents Photographs courtesy of Alfie & Trish Photography



Call now to arrange a viewing with
our dedicated event co-ordinator or
visit our Pinterest page for more
photographs of the picturesque
Windmill at
www.pinterest.com/rayleighmill

The beautiful Rayleigh Windmill
is a Grade II listed building
more than 200 years old.

Several packages are available
including the option to hold
your reception at The Mill Arts
and Events Centre.

Rayleigh Windmill
Weddings & Celebrations

For more information please contact Rochford District Council’s Leisure Team on:
t: 01702 318120
e: leisure@rochford.gov .uk
w:www.rochford.gov .uk/weddings

   

Contact our wedding co-ordinator, Katie Plumb
on 01621 891406

or email katie@forrester-park.co.uk
Forrester Park, Beckingham Road, Great Totham,

Nr Maldon, Essex  CM9 8EA

www.forrester-park.co.uk

         Forrester Park
Near Maldon

Flexible, friendly, affordable
Beautiful countryside setting

Beautiful bespoke wedding cakes 
made with the 

finest organic ingredients

07967 630395
abbie@eggandmoos.co.uk
eggandmoos.co.uk

Proms, Weddings and Special Occasions
A Multi Award Winning Wedding Car Service

Tilly

Lilly & Milly are a matching pair

Tilly, Lilly & Milly can each carry up to seven people

www.vintagedreams.co.uk

www.colchesterweddingcars.com (Mobile phone friendly)

www.essexandsuffolkweddingcars.co.uk

01206 212 443 • 07973 440 819



Winner 2014
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Wedding Venue Styling Award
Aurora Pearl

Wedding Videographer of the Year 
TSJ Films

Wedding Entertainment (Live act) of the Year 

Timeless Acoustic

Wedding Florist of the Year
Gracie Day Flowers

Wedding DJ of the YearTerry Lewis Entertainment

...more winners!



Prince Charles Avenue, Orsett, 
Essex RM16 3HS 

Very Simply, The Best

To Experience 

A Perfect Wedding

We know that your Wedding Day is one of the most 
important days of your life and here at Orsett Hall we pride 
ourselves on ensuring that your day will be remembered 
forever. 

Our Wedding Gift to you is peace of mind that throughout 
the planning, preparation and the day itself, we will 
be there for you, ensuring that your special day runs 
smoothly.   Orsett Hall can accommodate every wish for 
your ceremony, offering a serene setting for your special 
day – making all your dreams come true!
 
Each couple is unique, as is Orsett Hall, a beautiful Georgian 
styled Hotel set in 12 acres of landscaped gardens with 

superb facilities including lavish bridal suites, spacious 
banqueting rooms, 40 luxurious bedrooms and a superb 
Garden Brasserie.   We also have a fully licensed Chapel 
which is awash with flowers and has tasteful rustic 
furnishings with a beautiful viewing gallery for a truly 
unique and romantic setting. 

Our Banqueting Suites can accommodate from 30 to 350 
guests and have dedicated kitchens for those couples 
who would rather use their own caterers. We have close 
partnerships with self-catering experts and local suppliers 
and together we discuss the happy couple’s needs, to 
help create that magical day whatever their cultural 
background or religion.

...add Orsett Hall to your Wedding List!

A member of the Wedding Team is available every Saturday 
and Sunday between 10.00am and 12.00pm for drop in
enquiries or appointments can be made for any other time

Please contact our Wedding Team 
on Tel: 01375 891402 
or Email: weddings@orsetthall.co.uk 
to arrange a meeting or to request a brochure

Our Next 

Wedding Fayre is

SUNDAY 

1 MARCH 

2015 

11.00am to 4.00pm 

FREE Admission



Hire our 5 star 1920s-1950s vintage china for your wedding
Vintage Cutlery |Vintage Glasses |Vintage Candy Bar

Wide range of props - available (gramophone)
Hotels/Barn venues/Marquees/Village halls from 

10-400 guests
‘Don’t get stuck with plain white hotel china. 

Vintage china makes such a difference’. 
Styling - simple rustic barn style or vintage glam 20s. 

You decide...

t: 07568 368191 
email: kimr04@hotmail.co.uk

www.vintagerose-chinahire.co.uk

Vintage Rose China Hire
 Timeless  | ClassiC | individual

         The
Ration Book 

Bride
Vintage crockery hire 

in Kent and
The Home Counties

aw_emily postcard A6.indd   1 03/06/2013   10:15

Vintage crockery hire
for all occasions, working

Ration book /budget.
Contact Emily Gerrish:

therationbookbride@gmail. com

or call: 07747 762348

We also sell 
Vintage  Pieces!

For more information 
please visit 

www.facebook. com/TheRationBook Bride

      

aw_emily postcard A6.indd   2 03/06/2013   10:15

01707 290675 |  info@weddinghouse.co.uk
www.weddinghouse.co.uk

Specialists in venue decoration from simple 
table displays to stunning venue styling
Let us co-ordinate your tables and venue to 

your colour scheme and your style



styling
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Creating a warm, stylish, and romantic atmosphere 
is key when styling a wedding venue in winter. 
Rubello share their thoughts on creating the perfect 
ambiance with texture, light and colour.

Textured fabrics, deep soft colours and subtle lighting 
exude romance, which is what getting married is 
all about! And the joy of planning a wedding at this 
time of year is that it brings with it an opportunity to 
get creative with all three elements when it comes to 
choosing your décor.  Rubello is an innovative events 
styling company with a finger firmly on the pulse of 
current trends and new products, enabling couples-
to-be to turn their ideas of a dream venue into a 
reality.

According to Rubello, trends for winter are deep red, 
plum and soft gold colours with lots of candles, twinkle 
lights and warm white lighting. These are the key ideas 
if you want to create a warm and elegant ambience.

“Trends for winter are deep red, 
plum and soft gold colours with lots 
of candles, twinkle lights and warm 
white lighting.”

Let there be light!
Lighting is an important element 
when it comes to making sure your 
venue looks picture perfect, but 
even more so when your wedding 
is held on one of the shortest days 

of the year. With the sun setting during the late 
afternoon, make the most of candle-lit tables, fairy 
lights, candelabras and mood lighting available at 
the venue.

The colour of love
Reds, golds, and deep purples combined with 
creams and whites automatically create a sumptuous 
atmosphere. Be daring and add mocha colours and 
accents of black to really bring contrast to the palette 
you choose for the wedding, or take inspiration from 
nature and the evergreens that are prominent at this 
time of year.

Tantalising textures
While guests may not physically feel the finishing 
touches at your wedding, texture is something that will 
be appreciated. Drapes, lace, petals and wood all 
combine to create a visual feast of tactile materials.    

Wherever you choose to hold your event, Rubello can 
provide all the essential elements including stationery, 
drapery, decorations, lighting, dance floors and 
marquees too. You can contact them on 01992 627680 
or visit rubello.co.uk.  Photos courtesy of Rubello.

It’s all about the



Rubello’s approach to styling is fresh, vibrant and 
innovative. We are passionate about what we do, so  
we have a hands-on approach to making your dream  
day perfect. 

From conception to completion, we work with you to turn  
your ideas into reality.

Rubello provides all of the essential elements for your 
wedding day, from handmade invitations, stationery and 
envelope boxes, to flowers, chair covers, backdrops, drapery, 
dance floors and lighting.

Rubello Ltd
T: 01992 627680
M: 07949 519764
M: 07958 522787
info@rubello.co.uk

www.rubello.co.uk



videography

86 Absolute Bridal magazine

Thinking of getting a family friend to capture your 
special day? You should read about pros in the know 
before swapping your video budget for a favour!

Going with a Pro
To find out what you can expect from a professional 
wedding videographer, we asked husband and wife 
team Sue and Terry from Now Forever Films what their 
clientele get.

A choice of packages - sapphire, 
diamond and crystal - to suit a 
range of budgets. The price points 
reflect the amount of time spent 
at the wedding, not the quality of 
filming or editing! 

On the day, two operators will 
be present using HD professional 
cameras, capturing footage that 
will be edited into a cinematic film 
from 80 minutes to 140 minutes long. Newlyweds also 
get an additional 30 minutes of highlights. 

A story will always be told – professionals create films 
as individual as the couple, and tell a story that can 
be treasured forever.

The filming technique is unobtrusive, unposed and 
relaxed - the only way to capture all those special 
moments that will go by in a blur. Details caught on 
camera include the confetti in slow motion, the fun 
and laughter of your friends, and family trying to 
catch the bouquet. 

The music of your choice is used on the final edit of 
your film.

Doing It Yourself
Today’s technological advances give the illusion that 
anyone can wield a camera and get a good result, 
but what will you really get if you go with a friend? 
The answer is: everything in auto! The final footage is 
highly likely to be unsteady, with the wrong things in 
focus and very poor sound quality. And filming is only 
half the job – what about editing? This is where the 
professionals use their skills to tell a story. Novices are 
likely to hand over a DVD with hours of raw footage.

Ultimately, your wedding video should be 
something you can watch and share in its 
entirety, not a film that you have to fast-
forward to get to the good bits! 

To find out more about a full package visit 
nowforeverfilms.co.uk, or e-mail Sue or 
Terry: nowforeverfilms@hotmail.co.uk. 
 
Companies that hire out cameras and edit 
the footage for you include  

friendsfilmit.co.uk, shoot-it-yourself.co.uk and 
youcapture.co.uk.

Images courtesy of Now Forever Films.

We create films 
as individual as 
the couple, and 
tell a story that 
can be treasured 
forever.

There is, however, a middle way. 
Lots of companies hire out cameras 
for guests to use, and they then edit 
the results into something worth 
watching.

Wedding videography 101





wedding checklist
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Your 12-Month Mega Wedding Checklist
If you’ve got a ring on your finger, but don’t know where to start 
with wedding plans, check out our fab countdown calendar – it’s 
like having your very own wedding fairy godmother, and it is all 
yours to cut out and keep!

12 Months to go…

o Fix a (realistic) budget

o Pick three dates

o Decide on the number of 

guests

o Book your wedding and 

reception venues!

o Give notice at your local 

register office

o Register for wedding events

10 Months and counting…

o Decide on a wedding dress

o Start organising a 

honeymoon

o Check passport and 

vaccinations

o Locate accommodation for 

wedding guests

o Check in with hubby-to-be 

– has he chosen a best man 

yet?

o Book time off work

9 Months and time is ticking…

o Start your exercise plan!

o Book florist

o Order bridesmaids’ dresses

o Arrange suit hire

o Shop for wedding lingerie

Tip… Check your chosen dates 

with close friends and family 

before booking a venue, 

you don’t want to clash with 

another wedding.

Tip… If your chosen 
suppliers are available 
for the date you want – 
don’t hesitate! Book them 
immediately!

Tip… It can take 6 
months for a made-to-
measure wedding dress 
to be delivered, so make 
choosing a gown now a 
priority.

Tip… If you are making 
anything for the ceremony 
or reception, get started 
now… it is going to get 
busy very quickly.

11 Months and counting…

o Decide on a style and 

theme of your wedding

o Choose bridesmaids, 

pageboys and maids of 

honour

o Send save-the-dates

o Book photographer and 

videographer

o Book caterers

o Book toastmaster

o Book transport

o Book entertainment

o Take out wedding insurance

8 Months until the big day…

o Make time for food and 

wine tastings

o Decide on readings and 

music for the ceremony

o Order wedding stationery 

(invites and place names 

and menus!)

o Start assigning tasks to 

friends and family

7 Months to go…

o Order your wedding cake

o Choose table decorations 

and favours

o Shop for wedding shoes 

and jewellery

o Compile a wedding gift list



6 Months, halfway there…o Book a hairdresser
o Find a make-up artisto Choose gifts for the wedding party

o Go on a girl’s night out

4 Months and counting…o Make stag and hen night plans

o Send wedding invitationso Finalise venue décoro Buy wedding rings

3 Months…

o Book a cut and colouro Have a rehearsal 
o Arrange for dress fittingo Create a song list and choose first dance

o Buy your veil or tiara

wedding checklist

Tip… Now is the time to get 
any thank you cards written 
and thank you present 
wrapped in advance.

Tip… Go on a date night! I 
bet your conversations have 
been all about the wedding, 
take time out for some 
romance, and try not to talk 
about arrangements for the 
big day!

Tip… Remember to breathe! 
Your big day may nearly be 
here, but take some time to 
relax beforehand. You don’t 
want to start married life 
exhausted!

Next issue… a Final Week Countdown 
Special! What you need to do and when 
you need to do it to make sure your 
wedding celebrations run smoothly.

5 Months to go…
o Go shopping for honeymoon clotheso Get vaccinations if neededo Start regular facials

o Choose or write vows

2 Months…

o Try out your wedding hair and makeup
o Confirm ceremony detailso Buy a guest book

o Book a suit fitting
o Arrange seating plano Check that speeches are done

o Order holiday currency

1 Month to go!
o Chase up any guests who haven’t rsvp’d
o Arrange final fittings for everyone

o Confirm all bookings with suppliers

o Confirm numbers with caterers

o Have a final cut and colouro Get your fiancé to have a haircut too!
o Manicure

o Facial

o Pedicure

o Wear in your wedding shoeso Liaise with photographer about shots
o Enjoy your hen-do!
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A Fellow of the Guild of 
Professional Toastmasters

Expert planning advice and 
guidance in the lead-up to your 
big day

The extra “touch of class” and 
style that will make the occasion 
truly memorable.

Tel/Fax: 020 8863 7291
Mobile: 07918 722853

Email: dpearson@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk
Web: http://dptoastmaster.sharepoint.com

David J Pearson
Toastmaster and Master of Ceremonies

www.emilyjanecakes.co.uk
01438 820884      emily@emilyjanecakes.co.uk

At Emily Jane Cakes we create beautiful bespoke cakes, cookies and cupcakes  
for all occasions specialising in wedding cakes. We use only the  

finest ingredients to ensure all of our cakes taste as good as they look.  
Book a no obligation consultation with us to view more of our cakes,  

discuss design and most importantly sample our cakes.



Hintlesham Hall Hotel
Hintlesham Hall is a magnificent 

16th century Grade 1 country house 
set in beautiful peaceful and mature 

gardens with an impressive  
tree-lined drive.

The Hall is the perfect setting for your 
wedding, whether your dream is for  

a more traditional occasion or a  
vibrant spectacular celebration.  

The warm, relaxing and friendly ambience 
of this beautiful country house,  

together with attentive staff and renowned 
cuisine, will create a truly memorable 

occasion for you and your guests,  
no matter what season.  

We offer a flexible range of Wedding 
Packages including Exclusive use of  

the Hall and its 32 unique bedrooms.  
Make an appointment to tour this beautiful 

wedding venue with our experienced  
Event Managers to discuss your  

personal requirements.

Call us today on
01473 652334

or contact
tracy.carter@hintleshamhall.com

www.hintleshamhall.com



cakes
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For cakes that are guaranteed a great 
reception, you need a combination of 
fabulous taste and mouth-watering  
good looks. 

Bold and Beautiful Cakes
Many couples are looking for a bold wedding cake 
that really stands out. High contrast tones such as black 
and white combined 
with bright colourful 
flowers is definitely a 
growing trend, as are 
cakes to match the 
colour scheme of the 
wedding.

Classic Cakes

Pastel colours and 
delicate vintage-
inspired decorations 
make for a timeless 
sweet-treat on the 
big day. Romantic, 
intricate and elegant 
is the way to create a 
classic wedding cake, 
Jip’s Cakes achieves 
this with the addition 
of hand painting, hand 
piping and edible lace.

Mmmm!

Trend Alert: The Groom’s Cake
Wedding cakes are usually a romantic affair, 
but novelty cakes with a masculine twist are 
becoming more popular. Themed cakes such 
as Star Wars and Back to the Future may be 
making their way onto wedding wish lists, but 
you can always opt for a subtle addition to the 
cake of your dreams. Jip’s Cakes specialises 
in making novelty cakes and sugar figurines - 
adding a personal statement doesn’t get much 
more elegant than that! 

To Have and To Hold 
Small Cupcake Box £7.00 
for a pack of four from 
shopmerimeri.co.uk

©Head Over Heels Photography

Images courtesy of Kevin 
Taylor of Head Over Heels 
Photography, Jip’s Cakes, and 
Meri Meri

Cake designers and decorators extraordinaire! 

Wedding cakes by Jip’s Cakes are inspired by the 
bride-and-groom-to-be, the colour scheme of 
the wedding, the flowers, and even the wedding 
venue! Their beautiful and delicious cakes are 
made using the finest ingredients, and they are 
happy to cater for special dietary requirements 
such as egg, dairy and gluten intolerances. Visit 
jipscakes.com and facebook.com/jipscakes to see 
more!

Cup Cakes
Tier upon tier of lavishly 
decorated cupcakes 
make an eye-catching 
alternative to a traditional 
wedding cake. The advantage 
of cupcakes is that each mini-
masterpiece is ready to be 
savoured by guests without the 
need for slicing!

We Love… This super 
cute cake box! The 
perfect way for guests to 
take home a slice of the 
romance at the end of 
the day!



Luxurious and Stylish Wedding Cakes
Every cake prepared withfinest ingredients 
and finished with beautiful craftmanship

Tel: 07917 272 529    jipscakes@gmail.com

www.jipscakes.com

Your Lady Toastmaster 
Turning your day into a dream day

Treating you and your guests with the utmost respect, 
kindness and calm. Leaving nothing to chance 

I will ensure your day runs as you wish. 
I will be there for you! 

01268 554136
yourladytoastmaster@outlook.co.uk

www.ladyweddingtoastmaster-essex.co.uk

Krystyna Thompson

Canons Brook Golf Club
Canons Brook Golf Club is situated on the edge of Harlow, Essex.  

We have two possible wedding venues; one is the magnificent clubhouse 
with high ceilings and plenty of space to hold a reception for up to 250 guests.  

The second is a Grade II listed Barn building full of character and charm.  
This venue holds up to a maximum of 120 guests,

both venues overlook the golf course.

We can advise and assist in every aspect of your day in a friendly 
environment, whether it's an evening function only or an 

all day reception and party, we can help.

To make an appointment to view orcheck availability, 
please contact Peter Lamb (Clubhouse Manager) 01279 421482 

or email; manager@canonsbrook.com

Canons Brook Golf Club, Elizabeth Way, Harlow, Essex CM19 5BE
www.canonsbrook.com

New for 2015
 

Gilwell Park is now an  

approved licenced venue for  

civil ceremony purposes.

towntocountry.co.uk/gilwell

The Scout Association Registered Charity Numbers 306101 (England and Wales) and SC038437 (Scotland).

t: 020 8498 5300 e: gilwell.conferences@scouts.org.uk
facebook.com/towntocountry

FREE wedding 
show Sunday  
15th February  

11.00pm –  
3.00pm

Gilwell Park, Bury Road, Chingford, London E4 7QW
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www.cliffordsestate.co.uk

Set in tranquil surroundings, with large 
outside areas, fountain and an avenue of 
mature trees. Our wedding coordinator 
and head chef will ensure your day is 
relaxed, happy and memorable.

• Wedding Receptions

• Civil Ceremonies

• Luxury Accommodation 

 
Little Channels is the ideal venue for slightly smaller 
civil ceremonies and wedding receptions. Situated in 
picturesque surroundings with a wonderful courtyard 
area providing a warm and friendly atmosphere. 
 
01245 362 210     
info@littlechannelsce.co.uk  
 
Little Channels, Pratts Farm Lane West,  
Little Waltham, Chelmsford  CM3 3PR 

 
Set in the grounds of Channels this converted farmhouse 
offers luxury accommodation including a bridal suite.

01245 441 547     info@channelslodge.co.uk 

Channels  
Lodge 

 

01245 440 005    
info@channelsce.co.uk  
 
Channels, Pratts Farm Lane East,  
Little Waltham, Chelmsford  CM3 3PT

The complete venue for memorable weddings

This beautifully restored  
17th century thatched  
Essex Barn is an idyllic  

venue for your special day. 

D O V E  B A R N

Civil ceremonies & receptions in the 
unique & romantic 17th Century 
timber framed barn, set amidst 

rolling farmland.

Just 30 minutes from Colchester, 
Ipswich and Bury St Edmunds.

Tel: 01787 210007
www.dovebarn.com

Dove Barn, Castlings Hall, Sudbury, Suffolk  CO10 5ET 
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With a wealth of hair accessories, hats and fascinators to 
choose from, it can be a tough decision choosing what to 
wear on the big day. Luckily we have sought the advice 
of headwear and accessories experts to find out what’s in 
this winter!
Magpie Accessories in Kent offer an exceptional choice 
of tiaras, headbands, and hair accessories amongst their 
wedding accessories range, with some stunning pieces 
that emulate the sparkling frosts of winter.

This season, we can see that hair combs and headbands 
inspired by nature are a must-have! Embellished sprays, 
crystal buds, ivory white pearls and leaves combine 
to create light-catching accessories that will dazzle in 
wedding tresses! Magpie Accessories also stock  
jewellery to match these marvellous creations.

You can order online at magpieaccessories.co.uk, or 
call 01622 721252 to make an appointment to visit the 
showroom at Banky Meadow, Maidstone, Kent ME16 9JX. 
For regular updates, see their Facebook  
and Twitter pages!  
Images courtesy of Magpie Accessories.

Mad Hatter Hat Hire, 
also in Kent stock hats 
and fascinators, but 
their advice for winter 
weddings is to opt for a 
hat in a shade that works 
well with wintry light.

Winter colours are cool 
and clear with an intensity 
like the winter landscape. 
In low light colours appear 
darker, and on a bright 
day with the sun reflecting 

off the snow, colours appear pale and icy. The best 
colours for winter are:

Shades of blue from ice through royal to indigo

All shades of grey

Pale pink, through to cerise pink and purple

Mint and lime through to emerald, olive and  
bottle green

Warm orange, reds and brown 

View the collection at madhatterhathire.com or call 
07783 954371 to arrange a visit (by appointment only). 
Mad Hatter Hat Hire, The Fort, Rochester, Kent, ME1 
2FE. You can also check out their Facebook page and 
tweet them on Twitter.

Images courtesy of Matthew Nicholls. 

On trend… 

  hair accessories and 
 hats inspired by nature

Bear in mind weather conditions 
when selecting a hat - too 
large a brim and it could be 
troublesome in winter winds.
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Many couples want a wedding style 
or theme that will stand the test of 
time. Vintage china is an elegant and 
timeless classic, and with so many 
styles to choose from, you can really 
make it your own. Vintage China Hire 
tells us how!

1920s Vintage

To get the look, dress tables with 
pictures of glamorous ladies taken 
from 1920s postcards. Put into vintage 
frames, they make a very glamorous 
centrepiece. This can be combined 
with an art deco vase of flowers or 
a vintage teapot overflowing with 
flowers and pearls. Vintage fringed 
silk scarves make a very effective 
chair sash. Add a gramophone and a 
1920s lamp and the look is complete! 
Vintage china from the 1920s to the 
1950s on the tables is essential for this 
look.

Why choose China Hire?

Beautiful pieces of china have a 
sense of history. There is a story 
behind each piece that really is a 
talking point. Here at Vintage Rose 
China Hire we choose our pieces 
carefully. Most are from the 1920s 
to 1950s - to source such good 
quality examples yourself would 
be time-consuming and costly.

We Need… personalised vintage 
cutlery! This 
set of silver-
plated cake 
forks hand-
stamped with 
Bride and 
Groom are 
perfect for 
the top table. 
Personalised 
Vintage 
Wedding Cake Forks, £24 for 2  
by La De Da! Living at 
notonthehighstreet.com

We Want… this authentic 
gramophone 
iPhone 
speaker! Play 
background 
wedding 
music in 
style with 
this acoustic 
iPhone 
speaker, made 
from an original gramophone horn. 
Gramophone for iPhone, around 
£500 by iPhone Gramophone 
Designs at notonthehighstreet.com

We Love… these art deco favour 
boxes! The ivory card and grey text 
will match 
most colour 
schemes, 
and they are 
perfect for 
art deco and 
Great Gatsby 
themed 
weddings. 
Art Deco 
Wedding 
Favour Boxes, £12.95 for 8 at 
notonthehighstreet.com

The AdvAnTAge of

Rustic Vintage

Keep it simple with log centrepieces 
and vintage jam jars or milk bottles 
filled with flowers - keep the flowers 
loose with long twigs to achieve the 
right aesthetic. Luggage labels for 
place settings work really well with this 
theme. To complete the look, just add 
vintage china and cutlery!

Classic Vintage

Think Wuthering Heights! Floral 
displays of roses and peonies look 
much more romantic when they are 
less formal and more natural. Choose 
pinks, nudes, champagnes, whites 
or dusky rose and peach tones for 
timeless appeal. Garlands of roses 
and foliage around arches, doorways 
and candelabra add to the romance.  
Vintage china in soft pastels and gold 
really completes the feel. 

Vintage Rose China Hire supply 
vintage china, glasses, props and 
cutlery to barn venues, hotels, 
marquees and church halls for up to 
250 place settings. To find out more 
about the impressive collection, and 
to be sure you’re not stuck with plain 
white china on your wedding day, visit 
vintagerose-chinahire.co.uk or call 
Kim on 07568368191. 

Images courtesy of Vintage Rose China Hire.

vinTAge
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Olivia (nee Gooding), 36, married Chris Pearson, 34 at 
Rowton Castle, Shropshire, in January 2014. They chose 
a venue slightly further afi eld because they wanted a 
‘weekend feel’ to the wedding, allowing guests to spend 
a couple of days as part of the celebration.

How Olivia and Chris said “I do”



Weddings
At the Westcliff hotel where your Special day awaits

Love the Setting
Set in a beautiful seaside location the Westcliff Hotel sits high 

on the Cliff’s top with stunning views overlooking
the Thames Estuary & picturesque Cliff Gardens.

Love the attention to detail
The Westcliff Hotel is licensed for Wedding Ceremonies, 

has two function Suites & 55 Bedrooms

Our Wedding Packages start from £43.00 per person which 
includes  a Silver served 3 course meal with coffee

Reception drinks of Sparkling Bucks Fizz, Pimms with lemonade 
& Fruit Punch

2 glasses of House Wine with your meal, Bubbly for the Toast

Also included in the package is

a Complimentary Four Poster room - Room hire

Chair covers & Sashes - White Linen and
Napkins - Silver Candelabras

- Silver cake stand and knife - Service of an informal Toast Master

Love a brochure
A full colour Brochure can be downloaded from our website 
or contact the hotel where a copy will be sent to you direct

01702 345247 |  e: westciff.enquiries@zolahotels.com | www.westcliff-hotel.co.uk
The Westcliff Hotel, Westcliff Parade, Westcliff on Sea, Essex, SS0 7QW
Review our weddings on Weddingdates & Facebook - The Westcliff Hotel
Bride photo courtesy of www.photoweddings.co.uk  & www.thephotographers.uk.com

 



We met in Chelmsford, Essex, in June 2011 on a lovely 
summer’s evening. We had been catching each other’s 
eye most of the evening. When my friends wanted to 
leave, I set about a plan to leave him my number, but 
before I got the chance, he passed me a note with 
his number written on it - we arranged the first date 
without even saying a word to each other!

Chris proposed to me on my birthday, whilst sitting on 
a bench in Central Park, New York - it was snowing!  I 
had wanted to go to New York for such a long time. 
My favourite film is Serendipity and unbeknown to me, 
he had arranged for us to have lunch at the little cafe 
featured in the film itself straight afterwards - it was so 
romantic, just perfect!  

We wanted a weekend feel to our intimate wedding, 
so we looked at venues that were slightly further afield 
so people could come and spend a couple of days 
with us.  During my childhood, I had many lovely family 
holidays in North Wales, so Rowton Castle in Shropshire, 
on the North Welsh border, was the perfect choice. 
We met with Jack DeSousa, one of the owners of the 
castle, who was very friendly. We knew instantly that 
this was the venue for us.

We picked a winter wedding with a New York theme.  
The colour scheme was ice blue with snowflakes, and 
we even had a few flakes of snow 
on the day - it was perfect! The cake 
had a very subtle New York skyline 
around each tier with snowflakes - it 
was simply beautiful.  I had seen it 
online and I e-mailed Tracey, who 
made the cake and then arranged 
to deliver it to Rowton Castle herself, 
a two-hour journey! The cake was 
delicious and looked amazing.

My dress was the biggest 
extravagance, and the one thing 
I wouldn’t compromise on.  It 
was a Ronald Joyce dress - it was 
magnificent and was definitely the 
talking point of the day. I went out with 
a budget, but smashed it as soon as 
I tried the dress on! A local designer 
made my wedding cape, I told her 
I wanted an ivory “Scottish widow” 
cape (just like in the advert) and it was 
simply perfect!
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Where they bought it:
Bride’s Wedding Dress Designer Ronald Joyce (Brigitta 
67013), bought from Grace & Lace in Chelmsford, Essex, 
graceandlace.co.uk. Ivory cape made by Tracy Saville 
from Chelmsford, 07775 601005.   

Groom’s Outfit Navy tailcoat with morning striped 
trousers. Anthony Exclusive Formalwear, Billericay, Essex, 
anthonyformalwear.co.uk.
Bridesmaids An ice blue dress with snowflake detail. 
Tracy Saville from Chelmsford, 07775 601005.

Venue Rowton Castle, Halfway House, Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire, rowtoncastle.com.
Flowers Mother of the Bride, Leonie Rose and 
Shrewsbury florist Wendy Shaw wendyshaw.co.uk.
Cake Tracey Rothwell of the Little Cherry Cake 
Company littlecherrycakecompany.com.
Beauty Make-up by Nichola of Be Beautiful Too 
bebeautifultoo.co.uk. 
Hair by Sharon Gardner, Chelmsford, Essex.

Photographer Aaron Crowe Photography aaroncrowe.
co.uk 
“I have received so many amazing comments about 
our beautiful photographs and the incredible album 
that Aaron designed for us. We cannot thank him 
enough.”

My mum made my beautiful heart-
shaped bouquet/muff with cream 
orchids attached to it. I had seen 
this in a magazine and she was 
able to bring it to life. I just loved it 
and it was certainly a talking point 
at the wedding.  

Our wedding breakfast replicated 
the first meal Chris made for me. 
Chris is a Head Chef and we knew 
what we wanted. Even though 
it was not on the menu, Rowton 
Castle were accommodating, and 
let us have what we wanted.

The best thing about picking a winter wedding is 
that you can relax about the weather - everyone 
expects the weather to be a bit inclement. But 
come rain or shine, you can still have a roaring 
fire up the chimney - it doesn’t get more romantic 
than that! I was a bit worried the weather might 
close in and my friends and family would miss 
the wedding, but everyone got there on time. It 
was the most magical day in the most beautiful 
surroundings and I wouldn’t have changed it for 
the world.
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thelegacygreathallingburymanor

The Legacy Great Hallingbury Manor Hotel, Great Hallingbury

Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire CM22 7TJ

T: 08444 119 068
E: info@greathallingburymanor.co.uk
W: www.greathallingburymanor.co.uk

Traditional Tudor Style Manor with stylish comtemporary interior.
The best of  both worlds.

     W
edding Show

     Sunday 11th January 2015  

   – free a
dmission

  Sunday 17th May 2015 – free a
dmission

Call 08444 119068, quote code and receive complimentary canapes for your drinks reception
*Promotional code AB010115 (Not in conjunction with any other offer)

*SPeciAl Offer*
All inclusive Wedding Package for 50 guests at just £3499

including VAT valid Sunday - Thursday until 30/6/15 (excluding bank holidays)



“You really exceeded
any expectations we had 
and we were already 
expecting the best.  You and 
your entire team made our 
day so magical”

A TRULY UNIQUE 
ENTERTAINMENT & 

EVENT PRODUCTION 
COMPANY

One word...WOW!
We are absolitely amazed 
at how brilliant your 
entertainment was!
Not your average enterainment provider: Mr H offers 
a world class collection of DJs, singers and live 
artists which, when combined with over 30 years 
experience, are guaranteed to deliver something 
truly exciting and memorable for your wedding day.

Our exclusive wedding planning production 
services are designed to inspire and excite with every-
thing from LED dancefloors, atmospheric room 
lighting and top tablebackdrops to 
dynamic staging, informal compere and photo 
zones. To us the planning and preparations 
for your wedding day starts long before you say “I do”.

“Mr H was the best decision we made and would 
recommend him to anyone getting married 
or who just wants to throw one hell of a party!”





toastmasters
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A Toastmaster is not a Master of Ceremonies, a Toastmaster is a personal assistant on the big day, there to do 
everything you won’t have time to do, there to make sure the day goes just as you want. A Toastmaster does 
not replace a wedding co-ordinator, they work with them. The difference is, the Toastmaster is working for you - 
always on hand, carrying an emergency kit with super glue, wet wipes, sewing kit and dental floss, whereas the 
wedding co-ordinator is working for the venue, making sure everything is going smoothly that end. 

The truth about Toastmasters,  

by Toastmasters!

Dave Pearson answers your essential questions
Do you need a professional Wedding Toastmaster? Yes! A fully trained 
independent professional will offer expert planning advice and guidance 
in the lead-up to your wedding, and throughout the big day too.

Is a Toastmaster trained and qualified? Toastmaster have trained and 
qualified through the Guild of Professional Toastmasters and its academy 
and will be fully capable of managing any formal function. They will be 
covered by the guild’s professional and public liability insurance, which is 
a requirement of many venues.  

How much does a Toastmaster cost? Toastmasters are independent, so 
they will all charge slightly differently and depending on requirements - 
whether they are needed just for the Reception and Wedding Breakfast 
or for the Civil Ceremony and Evening function as well. Prices start from 
£350. 

What does a Tostmaster do? Before the wedding there will be a meeting 
to discuss your requirements, followed by written confirmation of details 
and fee. Expect unlimited e-mail/telephone contact to discuss and agree 
any changes to requirements or timings. On the day, the Toastmaster 
will arrive ahead of you and your guests to check that everything is 
ready and exactly how you wanted it - and then help make your dream 
wedding a reality!

• Tying ties/cravats and pinning 
button holes

• Receiving and directing 
guests 

• Escorting the bride and her 
father to the ceremony

• Ensuring Bride and Bridegroom 
have drinks 

• Helping the photographer 
and videographer to get the 
images you want 

• Keeping the schedule 
maintained

• Mixing with guests to ensure 
they are being looked after

• Managing and announcing 
guests to have them ready at 
their tables 

David J Pearson is a Fellow of the Guild of Professional Toastmasters.  
Call him on 020 8863 7291, e-mail david@dptoastmaster.onmicrosoft.com or visit dptoastmaster.sharepoint.com.

Images courtesy of Day and Knight Photography and David Pearson.

• Announcing the grand 
entrance of the Bride and 
Bridegroom 

• Advising the head waiter that 
everyone is seated 

• Announcing the speeches

• Assisting with gifts for parents, 
best man, bridesmaids…

• Organising the cutting of the 
cake 

• Making sure everyone is in the 
room and announcing the first 
dance

 “The main thing to remember is 
that I am there for you, no task 
is too big or too small.”

Tyna Thompson, Your Lady Toastmaster, gives us an insight into 
her endless list of possible duties:

Tyna Thompson is a member of the English Toastmaster’s Association.  
E-mail: yourladytoastmaster@outlook.com or call 01268 554 136.
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St Lucia - Boucan by Hotel Chocolat
Situated in stunning rainforest surroundings, the lodges at 
Boucan are the epitome of premium luxury and comfort, 
combining Saint Lucian charm and sleek contemporary 
style. 

Things to do: St Lucia has a wealth of natural wonders to 
explore. The hotel staff can arrange a visit to the world’s 
only drive-in volcano, a hike up Gros Piton mountain or 
a soak in the nearby sulphur springs. You could also rent 
a boat to snorkel in search of leatherback turtles ort just 
excplore the fabulous Pigeon Island, Rodney Bay and 
Marigot Bay.

Something special: With Hotel Chocolat at the 

Maldives - Anantara Kihavah Villas
Peace, privacy, powder white sand and piercing 
blue sea make the Maldives a dream destination for 
newlyweds, but Anantara Kihavah Villas goes the extra 
mile with truly VIP treatment!

Things to do: When you find a moment to drag yourself 
away from your honeymoon suite, complete with 
personalised Egyptian cotton bedding and island 
blooms, you’ll find 
plenty of luxurious 
activities are 
available.  You might 
enjoy a trip to the 
underwater wine 
cellar, the six-suite 
overwater spa or 
one of the Maldives’ 
longest pools, a 

helm, it comes as no surprise that Boucan is made with 
chocolate lovers in mind! The black-quartz swimming 
pool, which looks as if it’s filled with liquid chocolate, is a 
great place to enjoy a cocktail or two. Indulge in Cocoa 
Juvenate, a chocolate-centric spa treatment, and head 
off to the groves and try your hand at making truffles or a 
chocolate bar. 

The season to travel to Saint Lucia in the Caribbean 
is from December to May. Rates for Boucan by Hotel 
Chocolat start at £225 per room per night.

whopping 49 metres long. The Sea.Fire.Salt.Sky signature 
dining cube is an unforgettable experience too, with 
each quarter offering delectable foods and unique 
views either over or under the sea.

Something special: Smiling butlers assigned to each 
villa are on call 24 hours a day, and foot massages are 
a standard welcome treat. Watch the sun dip below 
the horizon from your private pool villa, set out over the 
sparkling turquoise waters of the Indian Ocean.

The Maldives specialises in winter sun, making high 
season December to April, Rates for Anantara Kihavah 
Villas start at £730 per room per night.

Getting married in winter might mean that you’ll be thinking about hitting a hot beach just as 
soon as you’ve said “I do”. Or maybe having chosen a winter wedding, you are looking to frosty 
landscapes for added romance. Either way, we think each of these honeymoon destinations from 
Perfectmoon Travel Club is a paradise fit for newlywed passion!

Hot vs



Perfectmoon Travel Club design truly memorable 
honeymoons. As a Smith accredited agent, Perfectmoon 
has access to an exclusive collection of the world’s best 
luxury and boutique hotels, each one personally visited 
and anonymously reviewed. Whether you want to feel 
sand between your toes or the crunch of snow beneath 
your Hunters, for more information visit perfectmoon.co.uk 
or call 01992 583 705. Images courtesy of mrandmrssmith.
co.uk.

 Switzerland - The Cambrian
This honeymoon haven, situated in 
Adelboden at the snowy heart of the Swiss 
Alps, is blessed with mind-blowing Alpine 
panoramas in every direction, topped off 
by sleek, luxurious facilities.

Things to do: There are alpine activities 
a-plenty! Skiing and snowboarding are 
big on the things to do menu, and The 
Cambrian can lend sledges and Nordic 
walking canes if you fancy a winter ramble. 
Climbing, abseiling and paragliding are 
also high on the adventurer’s agenda. For 
those who prefer a slower pace, boat trips 
can be taken on any of the stunning Swiss 
lakes and there are excursions to nearby 
towns.

Something special: The sleek, black-tiled 
spa is one of the hotel’s real highlights. 
Here you can relax in a Finnish sauna, 
steam room, and relaxation room, and 
enjoy a wide range of enticing therapies. 
These include Sodashi facials for men and 
women, full-body treatments, massages 

and hair and nail care. 

To make the most of the snowy peaks, book your 
honeymoon between November and March. Rates at The 
Cambrian are from £130 per room per night.
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Finland - SnowHotel
Located in Snow Village, Lapland, SnowHotel offers a collection of around 30 rooms 
and suites, all made of ice and snow. Illuminated ice art and snug sleeping bags 
make this the perfect place to cosy up on a honeymoon!

Things to do: The Snow Village consists of a 
restaurant, a bar, lobbies, hotel rooms and 
suites as well as outdoor buildings, slides 
and sculptures – all made of nothing but 
crystallized water. Activities include skiing 
and snowboarding in the daytime and a 
chance to lounge in a hot tub for two under 
the northern lights in the evening.

Something special: Snow Village isn’t just 
for newlyweds, it is a sought after wedding 
destination too. Couples can choose 
between an ice chapel with furnishings 
made of ice, and a traditional cosy 
wooden chapel.

Each year in late November, about one 
thousand truck loads of snow are used to 
create the Snow Village. Once open, there 
is one flight per week from the UK. Rates 
for The Snow Village start at 120 euros per 
person per night.



Everyone wants a wedding reception people will 
remember for years to come, which is why MLC aim 
to deliver a Disco with WOW factor. To do so, they go 
beyond spending time with couples to create a playlist, 
they take it to the next level, using advanced lighting 
technology to set the scene.

Here comes the tech bit! MLC Disco use the latest battery 
and Wi-Fi enabled LED lighting, which means they can 
position lights anywhere in the venue and control them 
using wireless technology. No cables means no restrictions, 
so if you want lighting all the way up the stairs in your 
venue, that is no problem at all. Having no cables has 
another advantage, there aren’t any to hide – delivering 
a minimal look that is all about the light on the night. The 
team can also completely colour-co-ordinate the room 
and the disco rig with the colour scheme chosen by the 
bride and groom.

The result is truly stunning – but the light show is only half 
the story. DJ Sean Smyth explains how MLC ensure newly-
weds get the party they always dreamed of: “I personally 
speak to the bride and groom to get an idea of what 

entertainment
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State-of-the art technology is transforming wedding 
venues across the South East. MLC Disco tell us how their 
high-tech DJ service is bringing cutting-edge clubbing 
aesthetics to post-ceremony parties.

type of music they like so we can create a custom playlist 
for their evening party, and tailor the evening’s music to 
them. This also includes the all-important first dance! It 
is rare that a couple provide a complete playlist, but if 
they do, we try and play all their chosen tracks. We also 
work closely with the venue. If there are certain rules and 
regulations we make sure we follow them.”

Over the years MLC has become known as one of Essex’s 
premier DJ services, and now their service extends to 
include photo booths, starlight dance floor and full venue 
uplighting for a complete wedding reception package. 
Find out more at facebook.com/MlcDisco or contact 
Sean on 07802 612811.

A 
wedding 
disco 
with 

WOW 
factor



Essential Sounds is an Essex / London 
based DJ Hire company that specialise in 
providing top quality DJs for Weddings.

Every event is tailored to meet your 
specific requirements. Our professional 
team will help you every step of the way 
including music selection, lighting and 
sound requirements.

Please note we are not a DJ agency, 
we are in house DJs who have all met 
through the music industry, and have 
come together to provide a flawless 
professional music experience. 

We offer very competitive rates, so for a 
no obligation quotation please contact 
Kelly in our admin team.

07538 241 814

Essential 
Sounds

If you want the SOUND we are ESSENTIAL 

www.prestige-photo.co.uk

07956 476 407



Coaxing guests onto the dancefloor needn’t be a 
challenge, all you need are some good tunes and 
the right people to create a great vibe.

Live Band – There’s nothing quite like a live band for 
getting guests in the mood for dancing the night away. 
The energy of a stage performance in the intimacy of 
a wedding venue is simply thrilling. If you’re planning on 
booking a band, check out the advice from The Soul 
Monkeys!

DJ – Getting a DJ to blast out your ultimate playlist, and 
possibly take a request or two is a great way to gets guests 
dancing. Many DJs will put a set together based on what 
you like without you having to select every single song 
yourself! You may want to let your DJ know if there are 
any songs strictly off limits too! 

Jukebox – Hiring a jukebox and creating your own playlist 
is an excellent way to make sure that all your favourite 
tunes get played, you could even ask guests for requests 
in advance and add them to your playlist too. Stuck 
for ideas? Check out our top 10 tunes from across the 
decades!

Get your 
Groove 
on!

entertainment

Lively seven-piece band  
The Soul Monkeys give  
the lowdown on what  
you need to know if you  
want to book a live  
performance on your 
wedding day.

Venue size – does the  
venue have room for  
several performers and  
all the instruments and  
equipment that comes  
with it?   

Sound limiter – many venues have a clever  
gadget that monitors the decibel levels at a performance. 
If you like your music VERY loud, be aware that your band 
may have to keep within set volume limits. 
 
Going from background music to full band sound – make 
sure that your band knows when to turn up the sound. 
You may want the start of the reception to kick off the 
way you mean the night to go on, or you may prefer that 
guests mingle and chat over canapés and leave the loud 
stuff until later. 

The Soul Monkeys are a seven-piece soul band playing 
soul and funk by classic artists such as Stevie Wonder, 
James Brown, The Commitments and Al Green. They also 
provide solo and duo performers, ideal if your venue 
can’t accommodate the full ensemble! Find out more at 
thesoulmonkeys.com.

Photographer credits: Becky Huckle, Hot Stuff Photography, and 
The Soul Monkeys.

TOP 10 TUNES
All I Want Is You - Barry Louis Polisar 

Heartbeats - Jose Gonzalez

Single Ladies (Put a Ring On It) - Beyoncé 

Billy Jean – Michael Jackson

Material Girl – Madonna

Love Cats – The Cure

Blame It On The Boogie – Jackson 5

Respect – Aretha Franklin

I Saw Her Standing There – The Beatles

Mustang Sally – Wilson Pickett
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“No other venue came 

close to offering the 

level of support, 

care and advice!” 

Robbie and Caroline, 2014

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT www.theoldkentbarn.co.uk  
OR CONTACT CLAIRE OR EMILY call: 01303 844270  email: events@theoldkentbarn.co.uk 

AN AWARD WINNING VENUE
The Old Kent Barn is one of the most beautiful and romantic wedding venues 
in Kent. No expense was spared in its design and creation. From the beautiful 
gazebo where spring and summer ceremonies are held, to the chandeliers, 

this truly is the perfect setting for ceremonies and receptions all year round.

We are a family run business and pride ourselves on the quality and warmth 

wedding is perfect in every way for you, your family and your guests.

• Use of the venue and grounds on the  
 day of your wedding
• Complimentary night in the 
 Bridal Suite of our 200-year-old 

• Glamorous dressing room available   
 from the morning of your wedding 
• Gazebo or New Barn for ceremony
• Wedding co-ordination service

• Master of Ceremonies 
• New Barn for wedding reception with  

 chairs, linen, glassware 
• Fully serviced bar 

 
 

• Landscaped gardens 

EXCLUSIVELY FOR YOU

TOKB Advert_A Kentish Ceremony_RHPAGE_A4 (full page).indd   1 21/11/2014   13:42



EXCEPTIONAL VENUE FOR
YOUR PERFECT DAY

Planning your perfect day?
Why not consider our truly 
unique setting for your reception venue?

Set in the Hertfordshire countryside, 
the majestic 16th century barn has 
been superbly restored, blending beauty 
and character with modern facilities.

To arrange a viewing for for more 
information please contact our 
wedding co-ordinator.

t: 01279 506753
e: enquiries@weddingpartyreception.org.uk
www.weddingpartyreception.org.uk
St Barnabas Centre, Church Lane, Thorley, 
Bishop’s Stortford, Herts CM23 4BE
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If music be the food 
of love…
…play on! Selecting the right music for your wedding 
celebration is no mean feat, and just as important as 
styling your venue. Monitor Music share their many 
years of audio expertise to help you plan the day’s 
sounds.

entertainment

With a wealth of wedding bands, classical 
musicians, tribute acts, solo singers, DJs and discos 
to choose from, it can be a tough call deciding on 
music for the big day. 

Essex based Monitor Music can take the stress out of 
organising the entertainment, give them a call on 
0845 094 1162, or visit monitormusic.com. For their 
lighting services see monitorlighting.co.uk. 

Images thanks to Sanctuary Photography. 

Don’t Forget The First Dance!
The first dance is one of the most memorable 
occasions of a wedding day. Options include asking 
your live act to perform it for you, or your DJ to line it 
up on the playlist. Whichever you choose, do ask to 
listen to it before the big day to make sure it is exactly 
what you are expecting.

The Evening Reception
The top choices for evening entertainment are 
wedding bands and discos. Make sure you have a 
good idea of what you want included in your playlist, 
and also have a conversation about what is strictly off 
the playlist too.

The Wedding Breakfast
The dining experience is greatly enhanced by the 
sound of classical instruments. A string quartet, harpist 
or pianist are popular options for wedding breakfast 
music, and most are happy to add contemporary 
tunes to a classic ensemble to suit your tastes.

The Wedding Ceremony 
This is the big entrance, the moment everyone has 
been waiting for… what are you going to play? 
A wedding march is a popular option, but more 
couples are opting for a tune they have a personal 
connection with, performed live. If a musician is 
playing a special tune during your ceremony, you’ll 
need to hire a PA system.

Need to know: Many wedding 
venues, by law, aren’t allowed 
to play religious music, so make 
sure you ask your wedding 
planner before choosing a song. 

Need to know: Talk to musicians 
about your song choices before 
booking them, just in case the 
tunes you want don’t work well in 
a different style.

Need to know: Light and 
music goes hand-in- hand 
at a reception. Popular 
choices this season have 
been starcloth backdrops, 
uplighters coordinating with 
the wedding theme, and 
star-lit dance floors.
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Vintage Wedding Car 
Probably the number one way to 
arrive at a wedding. We got in touch 
with Vintage Dreams Wedding Cars 
to find out why their Imperial motors, 
affectionately named Milly, Tilly and 
Lilly, are so popular. 

Classic Cars, Sports Cars and Vintage 
Cars – Everyone has a dream car 
they’ve always wanted to be seen 
in, and getting married provides the 
perfect opportunity to indulge that 
dream! While older cars are sought-
after, a specialist wedding car has a 
range of mod cons which make that 
all-important journey memorable for 
all the right reasons.

Our cars are known as Imperials, and 
they are not as old as they look! As 
well as being more reliable, they are 
crucially fitted with good heaters and 
de-misters – trust us, when there could 
be eight people in one car, demisters 
are essential!

Get me there on time!
One of the biggest extravagances on the big day is wedding 
transport. From horse-drawn carriage to helicopters, there are 
many ways to make a grand entrance – what’s yours going to be?

Helicopter For added glamour 
and excitement, arrival by 
helicopter is the number one 
choice, and it’s not as pricey as 
you might think. Don’t forget to 
get landing permission from the 
venue before you book!

Tractor or Truck The perfect mode of transport for arriving at a rural 
wedding venue. Top tip is to ask local farmers if they have something 
you can hire, or maybe your venue will have contacts already.

Horse-drawn Carriage One 
of our Real Wedding couples, 
Mykela and Warren, splashed 
out on a horse-drawn carriage. 
Stunning white horses and a 
gleaming white carriage can 
create quite a fairy tale feel!

VW Camper Van – With a VW Love Bus, a truly retro entrance is guaranteed! This 1967 split-screen can be hired from vwlovebus.co.uk or call 01206 580135

Double Decker Bus  A quirky 

way for the bridal party to arrive, 

and an excellent way to get 

lots of guests to the wedding 

breakfast after the ceremony too! 

You can find a selection of buses 

available for wedding hire at 

thelondonbuscompany.co.uk

Other features of our cars include:

• Winter grade tyres all year

• Landaulet bodies, so the roof can 
fold down on nice days

• An analogue clock for good time 
keeping

• Sat Nav (always on silent) just to 
check on the ETA 

• CD Player

Vintage Dreams Wedding Cars is an 
award-winning Wedding Cars Service. 
Call 01206 212 443 or 07973 440 819, 
and find them on facebook.com/
VintageDreamsUK 

Images thanks to Paul Hubbard Photographic, 
VW Lovebus, and Vintage Dreams.

Vintage Dreams has a matching 
pair of cars in traditional ivory over 
black and one car in two-tone silver 
available to hire.



Lightning Video Disco 
The Wedding & Party Specialists

Professional video disco for any event
When you can’t afford to get it wrong

Lightning Video Disco is one of the largest independent operators of mobile disco and  
karaoke entertainment in the south of England. With over 15 years experience  

in the entertainment business, Lightning Video Disco are not just DJs, 
we’re the professional party makers –  

we provide the best entertainment for any occasion in any location.

Not just music, videos too, don’t just hear it see it!  
Laser show, Karaoke, Corporate Functions, Kids Parties,  

School Disco and Proms.

Phone: 01279 816609  Mobile: 07860 398895
www.lightningvideodisco.co.uk

“Thank you for  a great night. 

Music was exactly what I wanted!” “Played a great mix of songs & 
interacted with everyone!”

“I thought the DJ was fantastic”
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