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♥ Stunning Venues
♥ Quality Suppliers
♥ Stress free wedding shopping

♥ Exclusive discounts available at many shows

www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk

Simply Photographic

essex

HUTTON HALL

RICHWILL FARM

THE CITY PAVILION

Hutton Village,
Brentwood,
Essex CM13 1RX

Richwill Farm, Oakley Road,
Wix, Manningtree,
Essex, CO11 2SF

Collier Row Road,
Collier Row, Romford,
Essex, RM5 2BH

SUNDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER

THE RAYLEIGH CLUB

SUNDAY 9th SEPTEMBER
Hullbridge Road,
Hullbridge,
Essex SS6 9QS

SUNDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER

CROWNE PLAZA
COLCHESTER FIVE LAKES
SUNDAY 16th SEPTEMBER
Colchester Road, Tolleshunt
Knights, Essex CM9 8HX

APTON HALL

THE REID ROOMS

Apton Hall Rd,
Rochford
SS4 3RJ

Marks Hall Lane,
Margaret Roding, Chelmsford,
Essex CM6 1QT

SUNDAY 30th SEPTEMBER

SUNDAY 30th SEPTEMBER

SUNDAY 9th SEPTEMBER

HYLANDS HOUSE

SUNDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER
Hylands Park, London
Road, Chelmsford,
Essex CM2 8WQ

Pre-register
online to receive
free entry and
your copy of
absolute bridal
magazine

All shows run from 11am - 3.00 pm unless otherwise stated
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one of the
largest wedding
shows in essex

N

CHELMSFORD CITY
RACECOURSE

SATURDAY 6th &
SUNDAY 7th OCTOBER
(11.00 am to 3.30 pm)
Chelmsford City Racecourse,
Chelmsford, Essex
CM3 1QP

ORSETT HALL HOTEL

PONTLANDS PARK

Prince Charles Avenue,
Orsett,
Essex RM16 3HS

West Hanningfield Road,
Great Baddow, Chelmsford,
Essex CM2 8HR

SUNDAY 14th OCTOBER

SUNDAY 14th OCTOBER

CHANNELS ESTATE

VAULTY MANOR

Pratts Farm Lane East,
Little Waltham, Chelmsford,
Essex CM3 3PT

Goldhanger Road,
Heybridge, Maldon,
Essex CM9 8BQ

SUNDAY 28th OCTOBER

SUNDAY 4th NOVEMBER

hertfordshire

HATFIELD HOUSE

SUNDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER
(11.00 am to 4.00 pm)

The Coach House
at Forty Hall

HANBURY MANOR

SUNDAY 16th SEPTEMBER

SUNDAY 9th SEPTEMBER

A Marriott Hotel & Country Club,
Ware, Herts SG12 0SD

DE VERE THEOBALDS ESTATE

North Mymms Park

Lieutenant Ellis Way,
Cheshunt EN7 5HW

North Mymms Park,
Herts, AL9 7TR

GREAT HALLINGBURY
MANOR

Hatfield Park, Hatfield, Herts AL9 5HX

SUNDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER

Forty Hill, Enfield, EN2 9HA

SUNDAY 14th OCTOBER

Follow us on Twitter! @TheMainEventUK

SUNDAY 21st OCTOBER
Great Hallingbury, Bishop's
Stortford CM22 7TJ

Like our Facebook page –
Main Event Weddings Shows Ltd
autumn 2018
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hertfordshire

COLTSFOOT COUNTRY
RETREAT

TEWIN BURY
FARM HOTEL

SUNDAY 4th NOVEMBER
(12.00 pm to 4.00 pm)

SUNDAY 28th OCTOBER

Hertford Road, Tewin, Welwyn,
Herts, AL6 0JB

Coltsfoot Lane, Bulls Green,
Datchworth, Herts SG3 6SB

kent

THE HOUSE,
SHUTTLEWORTH

SUNDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER
The House, Old Warden

cambridgeshire

TUDOR PARK

BRANDS HATCH

Ashford Road, Bearstead,
Kent ME14 4NQ

Fawkham, Longfield,
Kent DA3 8NG

SUNDAY 9th SEPTEMBER

bedfordshire

SUNDAY 16th SEPTEMBER

SPONSORS

www.spjuk.com www.paul-hubbard.co.uk www.coojewellers.com

SWYNFORD MANOR

SUNDAY 28th OCTOBER (12.00pm to 4.00pm)
London Road, Six Mile Bottom,
Newmarket CB8 9EP

Pre-register
online to receive
free entry and
your copy of
absolute bridal
magazine

For more information on these shows, please contact us:
T: 01245 895470 E: info@mainweddingsandevents.co.uk
W: www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk
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Save the date...

The Largest Wedding
Show In Essex

Chelmsford City Racecourse
6th & 7th October
11am-3.30pm
Free entry
Over 150 stands
including venues
Champagne Bar
Live music

Our event
sponsors:

First 50 brides
through the door
on both days will
receive a FREE
wedding planning diary!

• Coo Jewelle
rs
• SPJ Event
specialist

www.simplyphotographic.co.uk

Pre-register to save time on the day. Telephone: 01245 895470

www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk
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News
Meet the
team

From the Editor

A

Vanessa Challis

Director - Absolute
Bridal & Main Event
Wedding Shows Ltd

 Embrace

lace with our
celebration of the
fabulous fabric
on page 15



Think outside
the box – or even
outside the venue
– with our styling
trends on page 64

s you read this, you’ll have almost survived the annual
calendar gauntlet that is ‘wedding season’. And with
sunshine, al fresco vows, barbecues, garden games,
quaffing champers on the terrace and picturesque photo shoots
in the venue grounds, there’s a lot to recommend a summer
wedding. However, at Absolute Bridal, we believe that big days
are celebrations for all times of year, which is something this
issue’s real weddings demonstrate admirably. Carly and Tom
held glamorous winter nuptials on New Year’s Eve, while
Lauren and John marked their vows in the midst of the Beast
from the East storm this spring, and Lauren and Dean held
a glorious festival-inspired fiesta in high summer. Truly, you
can have a perfect wedding day whenever you want, the key is
to be prepared. Luckily, you’ll find plenty within these pages
to help your planning, with tips from events organisers and
wedding coordinators, advice from a gift-list guru, venue styling
suggestions from top prop suppliers, and much, much more.
Relax and get reading!
Wishing you all the very best,

Laura x
editorial@mainweddingsandevents.co.uk

Woughton House opens for weddings

Linda Grant

Following the extensive refurbishment of a heritage
Georgian country house, Woughton House - MGallery
By Sofitel has opened. This new luxury boutique hotel
on the outskirts of Milton Keynes – surrounded by acres
of stunning parkland, lakes and orchards of the Ouzel
Valley Park in the Buckinghamshire countryside – makes
an ideal location for a charming countryside wedding.
The Clubhouse Suite accommodates 180 seated guests
and up to 250 people for an evening reception, with
exclusive venue hire. With an in-house wedding-planning
team and 50 luxury bedrooms, it’s well equipped to
accommodate your guests, as well as coordinate the
finer details on the big day.
For more details on wedding packages and hotel
bookings, visit www.accorhotels.com

Director - Absolute
Bridal & Main Event
Wedding Shows Ltd

Lydia Adams
Office Manager
Advertising and
wedding show sales

Tanaka Kadete
Advertising and
wedding show sales

Lena Chakir
Administrative Executive

Rachel Bray
Accounts Executive

Cover photo
Mini & Me
Photography
www.miniandmephotography.com
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The Perfume Shop

unveils wedding service
The Perfume Shop has launched a new wedding service which offers
brides and grooms-to-be perfume consultations to help them pick
the perfect scent to mark their big day.
The new consultation will consist of a session with a perfume expert,
where brides and their grooms-to-be or bridal party will be invited to
discover and try new perfumes, as well as learn about scent pairings.
The Perfume Shop is the UK’s largest fragrance retailer and has
trained and developed the most knowledgeable team of sales advisors
in the perfume industry, proudly boasting the largest number of
industry recognised fragrance specialists in the UK. As part of the new wedding service, customers will have access
to this knowledge which will help them choose a scent to make the memories of their special day last a lifetime.
Those taking part in the consultations, which can be booked instore, will receive 10% off their chosen perfume
and will also be given the chance to buy a Travalo mini perfume atomiser – filled with the bride or groom’s
favourite perfume – at a discounted price of £7.99. Another option is for bride and grooms to have their perfumes
engraved with the wedding date or their names. The service is available online and in selected stores and is
available on more than 200 perfume bottles.
For more details on the store’s services, visit www.theperfumeshop.com
To keep up to date with all things wedding-related, connect with us on
Twitter at @TheMainEvent,
and join us on
Facebook via the Main Event Wedding Shows page.
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www.tedbaker.com
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♥

What’s in a name?
Before you met him or her, did you
wonder what your future spouse’s
name would be? Have you ever
wondered whether your intended’s
first name has anything to do with
whether your wedding celebration
is thrifty or fabulous? Inspired by this
concept, British online marketplace
OnBuy.com investigated, with some
very interesting results, including…

♥ Claire and Richard are the top ‘love match’ for a lavish wedding
– with £73,756
♥ Amy and Daniel are found to be the ‘thriftiest coupling’ – with £60,073
♥ 23% of weddings continue to be predominantly paid for by the
bride’s parents
♥ 5% of brides now opt for vintage or second-hand wedding dresses
♥39% of couples will spend over-budget – at a rate of 30% or less

Big-day bug bears

A wedding is a joyful occasion for both the happy couple and the guests
attending. Or is it? A new survey by leading high street jewellers, Goldsmiths,
has revealed some of the most awkward etiquette issues when it comes to
planning, and attending, the big day.
With more than a third of those questioned being outraged at the thought
of being invited to a hen or stag do abroad when the wedding is also
overseas and almost a fifth of singletons being disappointed if they don’t get
a plus one to the wedding, we get to the bottom of the perfect wedding
etiquette to create a conflict-free day!
Despite over half of brides questioned admitting they would be
disappointed if they had politely requested money and received a gift
from a guest instead, the research revealed that almost a fifth of guests are
annoyed if the invite specifies they give a monetary gift.
The top 10 bug bears for wedding guests include:

 Being invited to a hen/stag do and wedding abroad (39%)
 Screaming children (36%)
 Drunken relatives (34%)
 Inconvenient location (29%)
 Long and cringeworthy speeches (29%)
 Long ceremony (26%)
 Long waits for food (25%)
 Not receiving a plus one when invited (22%)
 Being asked for money for the wedding gift (17%)
 When a wedding falls on a weekday (13%)

Spending money on attending a wedding is also on the rise, with the average
wedding guest spending £217 on the big day when they tot up the outfit, gift
and accommodation, while 12% of those questioned even confirmed they
spend a staggering £500 on their role as a wedding guest.
In fact, it seems we’re a fairly generous nation on the whole, with the average
wedding guest spending a lavish £74.12 on a gift for the lucky couple.
To view Goldsmiths jewellery collections, visit www.goldsmiths.co.uk

Popping the question

The old adage ‘location, location, location’ is as true for romance as it is for
real estate. If you’re looking for the perfect place to propose, EliteSingles
surveyed 1,600 participants to compile the definitive list of the 12 ultimate
romantic places to propose and what you need to know in 2018.

 Venice, Italy
 Paris, France
 Hawaii, USA
 The Bahamas
 Vanua Levu, Fiji
 At home
 Bali, Indonesia
 New York, USA
 Niagara Falls, North America
 Sydney, Australia
 Edinburgh, Scotland
 Las Vegas, USA
Zoe Coetzee, EliteSingles’ relationship psychologist, gives prospective
grooms-to-be these three top tips to prepare for the perfect proposal:
1) Plan ahead. Choose the location, the order of your events, who you
want there (if you’re planning to include friends or family) and plan
ahead. To pull off the perfect proposal, lay out the finer points and add in
sentimental details that are meaningful to the both of you.
2) Practise. Proposing can be stressful, so run through the plan ahead of
time; say your speech out loud beforehand and practice the moment so
you don’t leave out important parts. But at the same time, always speak
from the heart!
3) It’s about the two of you. Keep your eyes on the prize. Don’t let the
stress of planning derail you and focus on the main purpose – to ask the
person you love to spend their life with you. If you’re feeling overwhelmed,
focus on your partner and the love you share: the rest is just details!
autumn 2018
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Planning

All these little things

NN

By bringing together all of the finer details you desire, Scarlett Heart Weddings & Events
will ensure you have a spectacular big day

A

small family business based in Essex,
Scarlett Heart Weddings & Events
offers couples a complete big-day
package quite unlike that of any other eventsplanning company. With 20 years’ experience
in the wedding industry – that’s a long time
and a lot happy couples who’ve been helped
along the way – the company realised that it
had the potential to take all of the
stress out of planning a special day, all while
saving its clients a huge amount of money.
After all, we all know that weddings can
be an expensive affair!
Scarlett Heart is proud to be able to offer
its couples a beautifully-tailored package
that includes everything that you and your
partner would need for your venue on your
big day, including:

Chair covers and sashes
Table centrepieces and decorations
All-day entertainment - includes

an award-winning singer, a master of
ceremonies and a DJ – all using state-ofthe-art lighting and sound equipment
Wedding cake or cupcakes of your choice
Top table curtain, swags and LED lights

Wedding favours – Scarlett Heart’s
beautiful, tasty Mr & Mrs cake pops
White starlit LED dancefloor
Photo booth
Four ft LED letters
Table plan and place cards
A post box or wishing well
Room uplighting
Vintage sweet cart – pre-filled with candy
All of these elements are offered individually
on a bespoke basis, and the company wants to
create the perfect day for each of its couples,
understanding that they all have a different
dream and vision of how their day should look
and feel. Each wedding is lovingly discussed,
planned and created with the bride and
groom-to-be, ensuring that they get exactly
what their hearts desire. The aim of Scarlett
Heart is to offer you and your partner an
enjoyable, stress-free way to secure everything
you need to create the big day that you’ve both
always dreamed of.
Whether you're in the beginning stages of
your wedding planning or you’re looking for
those final touches, the company can offer the

finer details that you have been looking for
and help create an unforgettable day that you
can enjoy with your family and friends.
Scarlett Heart’s packages are all designed with
you and selected by you. The team will listen
to all of your thoughts and suggestions and
then find the way to create the perfect day that
you want; all you need to do is relax and enjoy
the build-up to the big day.
The team invites you to book a free, noobligation consultation for you to meet with
them, talk about what you want and hear their
ideas and how they can help make your dream
day a reality.

To make enquiries or book a consultation, call 01702 876090 or visit www.scarlettheartweddings.com
12
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Scarlett Heart

WEDDINGS & EVENTS

♥

THE COMPLETE PERSONAL PACKAGE
Our unique, bespoke package that includes
all of the following:

♥ Table Centre Pieces & Decorations
♥ Top Table Curtain. LED’s & Drapes
♥ Wedding Cake or Cupcakes
♥ Live Music All Day
♥ DJ With State of the Art Light & Sound
♥ White LED Starlite Dancefloor
♥ Room Uplighting
♥ 3 Hour Photo Booth inc. Images on USB
♥ Giant LED ‘LOVE’ Letters
♥ ‘MR & MRS’ Cakepop Wedding Favours
♥ Table Plan and Guest Place Cards
♥ Vintage Sweet Cart Loaded with Candy
♥ Vintage Wishing Well or Post Box

ONLY

£2,395

Special offer
mid-week
Mon –Thurs

£2,150

CHAIR COVERS
& SASHES OF
YOUR CHOICE

FREE

WITH THE FULL
PACKAGE

WWW.SCARLETTHEARTWEDDINGS.COM
MOB: 07445 690079 OFFICE: 01702 876 090
INFO@SCARLETTHEARTWEDDINGS.COM
Scarlett Hearts Wedding_FPA_AB27.indd 1
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Bella Sposa
Bridal Boutique

Stockists of Justin Alexander Signature Collection
Part of Pronovias Fashion Group
Stockists of St Patricks White One Collection
Bridalwear, bridesmaid, flower girl and accessories.

01708 228200 | info@bellasposa-bridal.co.uk | www.bellasposa-bridal.co.uk

NEWMARKET

EST 1982

MAGGIE SOTTERO - CATHERINE DEANE - REBECCA INGRAM MARK LESLEY - LILLIAN WEST - BRIGHTON BELLE TEA LENGTH
- BRIDESMAIDS - VEILS - BRIDAL HAIR ACCESSORIES
- WEDDING DRESS CLEANING & BOXING.

WWW.BRIDESBYSOLO.CO.UK
115 Exning Road, Newmarket, Suffolk, CB8 0EL
T: 01638 661648 E: hello@bridesbysolo.co.uk
FREE PARKING. BY APPOINTMENT

014_AB29.indd 1

opposite the main cream
shop, cream has all the
new lines and occasions
for less offers mother
of the bride outfits, hats
and fascinators on the
first floor and daywear,
eveningwear, shoes and
bags downstairs from
previous seasons, all at
fantastic prices.
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Fashion
Camilla by Katya Katya London
www.shehurina.com

The

frill
of

e
c
la
the

Whether it’s worn at a royal wedding
or a registry office, this dreamy fabric
is an eternal bridal favourite

autumn 2018
Fashion.indd 15
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Fashion

2019 collection by Berta
www.berta.com

Dare

Gertrude by Carolina Herrera
www.carolinaherrera.com

Eliza by Temperley Bridal
www.temperleylondon.com
16

to bare…

your shoulders with these
fitted-bodice gowns

Fabiana from True by Nicki Flynn
www.truebride.co.uk

2019 collection by Adam Zohar
www.adamzohar.com

Jardin from Blush by Hayley Paige
www.jlmcouture.com

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL

Fashion.indd 16

08/08/2018 14:17

Gypsy Moon by Claire Pettibone
www.clairepettibone.com

Georgiana by THEIA
www.theiacouture.com

Onilie by Charlie Brear
www.charliebrear.com

Keep it modern...
Anna by Ines di Santo
www.inesdisanto.com

with these relaxed,
strappy slips

Hierba by Pronovias
www.pronovias.com

Style 2802 by Tara Keely
www.jlmcouture.com

autumn 2018
Fashion.indd 17
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Luna by Stephanie Allin
www.stephanieallin.net

Fashion

Lynette from Morilee
by Madeline Gardner
www.morilee.co.uk

Stay
sophisticated

Primrose by Jenny Packham
www.jennypackham.com

by opting for sheer
shoulder coverage

Paris by Katya Katya London
www.shehurina.com

18

Helecho by Pronovias
www.pronovias.com

Madeira by Caroline Castigliano
www.carolinecastigliano.com

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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B

BAEE

Say Yes to the Dress!
Luxury affordable Wedding
and BridesMaid Dresses by BAEE.

BAEE means Before Anybody Else Everywhere.
Choose the perfect gown to fit your style.

www.baee.co.uk

customerservices@baee.co.uk
Baee Bridal_FPA_AB29.indd 1
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Fashion

Kiera bodysuit and Amelie skirt by
Zetterberg Couture
www.zetterbergcouture.com

Piper by Grace Loves Lace
www.graceloveslace.com.au

your arms with these
intricately patterned sleeves

Honeysuckle by Amy Mair Couture
www.amymaircouture.co.uk
20

Cover up…

Scarlett by Muscat Bridal
www.muscatbridal.com

Charlotte top and skirt by
Halfpenny London
www.halfpennylondon.com

2019 collection by
Alan Hannah
www.alanhannah.co.uk

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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At oohlalatreats our
services range from custom
Cakes to confectionary
dessert tables; and more..

15% off

All our services are designed
to suit your own personal
requirements and to give
your special occasion that
extra wow factor. We take
pride in carrying out our
services at a professional
standard; leaving our clients
with “Forever Memories”

when book
in
either a wed g
ding
cake or our
confectionar
y
dessert tabl
es

The Honeyshed Bakery

NNNNN
The Honeyshed Bakery
specialises in home-baked
wedding cakes (traditional,
modern or country-style) and
edible wedding favours.
We pride ourselves in our
attention to detail and
personalised communication
with our customers, in order
to make any wedding cake
dream come true!

021_AB29.indd 1

We are open now for wedding
consultations for the 2018/19 &
2019/2020 seasons. Just contact
us either by email or phone.

Contact Ana:

07508 410 943
honeyshedbakery.co.uk

T: 07539 958 278
E: info@oohlalatreats.co.uk

www.oohlalatreats1.co.uk

Blushing Rose Cakes are producers of
quality bespoke and unique wedding
cakes, celebration cakes and cupcakes
based in Essex. We create unique cakes
for weddings, special occasions or just
the occasional treat. Blushing Rose
Cakes work closely alongside
our clients in order to make your
ideas a reality and make your special
occasion memorable.

Suzanne

Tel: 07773 814 523
www.blushingrosecakes.co.uk

honeyshed.bakery@gmail.com
facebook.com/honeyshedbakery

08/08/2018 14:36

Ã
Ã
Clock Tower Cakes Ltd

Making the extraordinary a piece of cake

Ã












   Affordable


wedding

  cakes,
  cupcake
   towers


and biscuit favours

  for
 your
  special


day



CONTACT LUCY ON

07581 397724
   info@littlelucysbakery.co.uk

   www.littlelucysbakery.co.uk

   littlelucysbakery

@LLBbraintree







Ã

- Complete bespoke design service Professionally trained and qualiﬁed - Allergies
catered for - 5 Star reputation, reviews & service

T: 07522737504 | E: clocktowercakes@gmail.com
Clock Tower Cakes

www.clocktowercakes.co.uk

 Furniture Hire  Candy Cart Hire  Prosecco/Champagne Cart Hire
 4 FT LOVE and Mr and Mrs Letter Hire  Sweet Trees  Donut Wall Hire
 Ferris Wheel Hire  Door Bows  Cupcakes/Wedding Favours

Please visit our website for further details www.karensoccasions.co.uk
022_AB29.indd 1
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Fashion

Finding the one

How long has the Essex Bridal Outlet
been open?

We’re coming up to our second anniversary.
We started out small but have since moved.
We’re now in the opposite lot on the same
site, which is five times the size, meaning we
have much more space for rails and to display
the collections, which is especially helpful now
that we’ve started stocking bridesmaid dresses
as well.

What makes Essex Bridal Outlet different
from other bridal boutiques?
What sets the shop apart from bridal
boutiques is that we offer designer bridalwear,
veils and accessories at outlet prices. We offer
a lot of big name pieces, and 99% of our gowns
are less than £1,000. It makes dream dresses
more accessible to budgeting brides – they
should be able to have the high-end experience
without the expense. I always tell my clients
that Essex Bridal Outlet’s a bit like TK Maxx,
as they’ll find so many gems in stock, but
once a design is gone, it’s gone and there’s no
guarantee that we’ll get it back
in again.

What brands do you have
in stock currently?

The labels we have in stock
currently are Pronovias,
Morilee, Allure, Maggie
Sottero, Romantica, Ellis Bridal,
Suzanne Neville, Sottero and
Midgley and Badgley Mischka
to name a few. There’s a real
eclectic mix of everything
from chic and simple styles to
princess dresses to catwalk
showstoppers!

Photographs courtesy of Bloomwood Photography
www.bloomwoodphotography.co.uk

Donna Byrne, the owner of Chelmsford’s Essex Bridal Outlet
invites us instore to talk about wedding-dress budgets, designer
showstoppers and giving brides-to-be the high-end experience
Can you give me an idea of the price
range of the store, from lowest dress
price to highest?

At the moment, I’d say our cheapest dress is
£99, and our most expensive one is £1,300 –
probably a Suzanne Neville or Badgley Mischka
design. However, the average pricing for a dress
is probably £500 to £800, and usually a whole
bridal look – dress, veil and accessories – can
be put together for £1,000 here. The outlet has
around 150 dresses that are less than £1,000
and a much smaller platinum collection, which
currently comprises 15 pieces, that are more
than £1,000.

What kind of experience can bridesto-be expect when they come for an
appointment?

We offer a laid-back boutique experience, with
free two-hour, one-to-one private consultations
with me or Becky. We offer complimentary
glasses of prosecco and give the bride five
tokens to choose five dresses. This is our way
of ensuring that we get a sense of what the
bride wants, because if we
gave her more choice, her
mum, friends and gran will all
start picking dresses for her.
Having said that, our brides
are welcome to bring as
many friends and family as
they want to the consultation.
There are two changing
suites for appointments, with
one having space for four
people, and the larger of the
two – which is open plan
– having space for seven or
eight. The décor is modern
Rochelle by Sottero & Midgley
but cosy, with crisp whites

Donna’s dress-shopping tips

♥ Stick to your budget. It’s tempting to just blow it
all and try on that £1,500 dress but don’t be afraid
to be honest about your budget and stick to it.
♥ Don’t over-shop. Wedding-dress shopping can
be exhausting both mentally and physically, keep it
to two or three shops on any one day, you’ll enjoy
it more.
♥ Get your dress first. We often meet brides at
the shop who’ve already chosen their bridesmaids’
dresses, colour scheme, and flowers, only to find
that the dress they love the most doesn’t really
fit with what they’ve planned. Choose your gown
before finalising the rest of the wedding details, that
way you won’t have to compromise on the most
important dress you’ll ever wear.
and greys, which is very welcoming. We also have air
conditioning – so essential for dress shopping in summer!

Do you have a favourite dress in stock at
the moment?

I love them all, but yes, there’s always one that stands
out! At the moment, it’s Rochelle by Sottero & Midgley.
It’s a beautiful blush shade with ornate beading, and a
box-pleated tulle skirt that falls beautifully.

For queries and to book appointments, call 07984 986922 or visit www.essexbridaloutlet.co.uk
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Daydreamers
EVENTS

Bespoke wedding styling, tailor made packages, perfect for every occasion.

Please contact Rebecca:
Mobile: 07837 798288 | Email: rebecca@daydreamersevents.co.uk
Website: daydreamersevents.co.uk | Facebook: @daydreamersforalloccasions

Professional Balloon Artist & Event Planner

Specialists in: Home & Corporate Decor | Special Occassions | Destination Events
| Flower & Arcylic Walls | Personalised Balloon Branding | Religious Ceremonies
| Chair Cover & Backdrop Hire | LED Dancefloor & Prop Hire
Tel: 0748 769 074 | Email: sheer_elegance@yahoo.com |
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£180

Love is

£145

evergreen
JD Williams unveils a super-chic wedding-dress collection
for mature and second-time brides-to-be

£180

£180

R

The brand’s PR manager Suzi Burns says, “The bridal
collection has been designed specifically for women
that little bit older, who might not want to go “all
out” with their choice of wedding dress but still
want to feel special on their big day, be it the
first or second time around.”

£150

£225

egardless of her age, every bride wants to look
her very best on her big day. However, for
older women browsing the wedding-dress
rails for a sophisticated, age-appropriate outfit can
be dispiriting: slinky, body-conscious and revealing
gowns are standard bridal-boutique fare today.
Luckily, online outlet JD Williams has recognised
that more women over 40 are marrying – in fact, the
percentage of women aged 55-59 getting married
has risen by 10% in the past few years – and has
accordingly launched an affordable bridal collection
aimed at more mature and second-time brides.

Designed with 45-plus women in mind, the range
includes gorgeous bridal gowns, along with occasion
dresses, trouser-sets and accessories. Each piece is
available in sizes 10 to 32 and in a variety of styles,
from satin and lace to sequins and beads, meaning
that brides of every age, taste and shape are bound to
find an outfit that suits them. Despite the quality, the
collection is extremely affordable, starting at £50,
with dresses priced between £165 and £250.
JD Williams also offer an accessibly-priced range of
shoes, jewellery, clutches and cover ups, as well as a
wide range of guest and mother-of-the-bride outfits.

£195

£165

To view and shop the full collection, visit www.jdwilliams.co.uk
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Thoroughly modern

Meghan
NN

Leading bridal designer Caroline Castigliano gives
her verdict on the new Duchess of Sussex’s surprise
choice of dress designer, the best-dressed guests
and making a sartorial mark on the royal family
Can you give us your
verdict on Meghan’s
designer choice, dress
and overall look?

Jenny Packham
Halfpenny London

Get the Duchess’
reception style
with a heavenly
halter-neck
slip dress

We had all been counting down the
days, speculating about the royalwedding dress designer, and Meghan
cemented her moment in history
wearing Givenchy by British designer,
Clare Waight Keller. Givenchy really
stayed under the press radar and
Waight Keller certainly kept the
secret well.
The gown certainly reflects Meghan
Markle’s taste for an elegant aesthetic and smart
tailoring. She’s always super thoughtful in her
fashion choices and it’s absolutely beautiful
that she chose to acknowledge the 53 countries

Caroline Castigliano

28

of the Commonwealth by having the design
represented on her veil. She also showed respect
to the royal family and Queen by following
the royal tradition of covering her shoulders
and wearing a long sleeve. The dress has a
bateau neckline, which follows the curve of the
collarbone and ends at the shoulders, working
wonderfully for a modern-yet-modest look.
Meghan had the world in suspense about what
she would wear, and with such high expectations
on her she has not failed to impress. She has
certainly created a name for herself sartorially
and is showing signs of following in the footsteps
of Diana, who was a fashion icon in the public
eye for 16 years.

Did it match your prediction?
I believed that the dress would be very straight
and fitted with a dramatic nine-foot-long train. I
did think she would have a bit of lace and there
is some lace detailing on the veils.
I predicted Meghan would have some kind of
edge to her wedding dress, but I was certain it
would also be classic and elegant with traditional
features. It was my belief that Meghan would
give a big nod to the Queen and royal family
with covered shoulders, a long sleeve and high
back, which was all correct. However, I was
expecting Meghan to show her personality by
wearing a fitted dress. We haven’t seen a royal
bride wearing a fitted gown for a long while, and
a fitted gown would be the way Meghan would
marry her sense of style with royal-wedding rules.
Initially we thought the gown would be Ralph
& Russo, but the brand has been in the press a
great deal ahead of the wedding, which would
be an unusual move for a label if they were
actually the dress designer. Later our bets were
all on Stella McCartney, but as Oprah and Amal
Clooney both arrived wearing the designer, that
was a surprise to us and we thought it must be a
different designer if guests had arrived dressed in
her designs.

How does it compare to the
Duchess of Cambridge’s dress?
The Duchess of Cambridge’s dress was one
of lace decorum. She looked supremely
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elegant as a bride and gave us a Royal
dress to remember. Meghan has totally
differentiated herself by wearing a different
shape of gown without lace. Even their hair
styling is different - Kate loves a good blow
dry whereas Meghan prefers wearing her
hair in a chic bun or chignon.

Is the dress similar to any
other royal wedding gowns?
The Duchess of Cambridge’s gown took its
style lead from Grace Kelly’s wedding dress,
with the intricate appliqué bodice and sleeves
of Catherine’s mirroring those of the Monacan
royal. And the similarities don’t end there: both
gowns shared a high-waist, full-skirt and a long
dramatic train and both brides accessorised
with a sheer veil and diamond tiara.
I’d say that Meghan has gone quite, Wallis
Simpson with her look. Wallis’ dress was
designed by a label called Mainbocher. It
was very modern in its time, much like the
look the Ducchess of Sussex has gone for.
The gown was also made of a crepe silk
and featured a long slim skirt, much
like Meghan’s.

How does Meghan's
dress compare to the one
she wore in Suits?
This is the first time we’ve seen a royal bride
very publicly in a wedding dress – since
Meghan’s on-screen character, Rachel in Suits,
got married. Meghan’s gown is totally the
opposite to what we saw her in on TV,
which was a V-neck gown by Anne Barge,
an Atlanta-based designer. Her wedding look
in Suits was quite bohemian and textured
compared with Meghan’s demure, in-real-life
Givenchy bridal style.

Pronovias

Who has been the bestdressed bride in British
royal wedding history?

Go modest like
Meghan with one
of these lookalike
gowns

I think our new Duchess of Sussex has
done a great job at proving that every Royal
bride can be iconic in history by creating a
personal style and opting for gown that sets
her apart. Her look is on a par with Princess
Diana and Duchess of Cambridge, but in a
totally different way. Going for something
monastically simple with a gorgeous veil was
ingenious because it was the opposite of Kate’s
lacey wedding-day style. Meghan is doing
an excellent job of making her mark in the
royal family.

Suzanne Neville

Who was the best-dressed
guest at Harry and Meghan’s
big day?
Amal Clooney in Stella McCartney for sure,
she looked absolutely stunning in yellow and is
an all-round classic beauty.

What dress and styling advice
do you have for Princess
Eugenie ahead of her big day
this autumn?
I’m sure Princess Eugenie’s wedding and dress
will be compared a great deal to Meghan’s
as they’re so close together in time. I’d make
the look a little different by embracing the
autumn/winter wedding look; perhaps some
long sleeves again and a statement shawl.
Maybe Eugenie will embrace more of the
‘princess’ look that Meghan steered away from.

Meghan’s Suits
wedding dress

Versailles by Anne Barge

To view Caroline Castigliano’s full bridal collection and get appointment details,
visit www.carolinecastigliano.com
autumn 2018
caroline castigliano.indd 29
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Invisalign

• Boutique whitening is a
premium quality whitening gel
that delivers superior results,
with a noticeable improvement
in as little as 10 days
• Boutique is designed to fit in
with your lifestyle. Now you can
whiten your teeth, your way

on

ly)

• The worlds most advanced clear aligner system
• The aligners are removable, comfortable & nearly invisible
• Using 3D technology we can generate a simulation of your
teeth which would show you what you can achieve with Invisalign

Free 3D Invisalign Digital scans
showing what your teeth can look like
after Invisalign treatment available at:
Forty Hall on 9th September

Get the smile that you have always been dreaming of in time for your special day...
E: straightwhitesmiles@gmail.com • T: 07742 929 337 / 07794 966 935

r
r
Beautiful dresses waiting to be reloved

178 Bedford road
Kempston
Bedford
mK42 8BL
Book an Appointment

z

01234 855537
info@katejosephbridal.co.uk
www.katejosephbridal.co.uk

Designers including

Maggie Sottero, Ian Stuart,
Justin Alexander, Claire Pettibone
and many more...

T: 01621 927007 | E: maldon@bridalreloved.co.uk
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WEDDING RING SPECIALIST
20% OFF

WEDDING RINGS
AT GODSHAWS
JEWELLERS FOR
WEDDING SHOW
GUESTS

01707 322492
WWW.GODSHAWJEWELLERS.CO.UK
@GODSHAWS
GODSHAW JEWELLERS | 42 WIGMORES NORTH | WELWYN GARDEN CITY | HERTS | AL8 6BL
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Preci
us
little things

Aria cube earrings,
£95, Georg Jensen |
www.amara.com

Sterling silver Entwined Infinity
necklace, £128, Dower & Hall |
www.dowerandhall.com

Sail earrings, £29, Tutti & Co |
www.tuttiandco.com

From symbolic trinkets and sparkling jewels to
elegant silver and shimmering pearls, every bride
wants meaningful wedding-day jewellery
Pearl chain threader earrings,
£150, Dinny Hall |
www.dinnyhall.com

Windsor pearl necklace,
£560, Clogau |
www.clogau.co.uk

For… silver starlets

Sterling silver double white
pearl ring, £155, Dower & Hall |
www.dowerandhall.com

8ct yellow gold and
pearl bracelet, £925,
Links of London |
www.linksoflondon.com

Antique Ribbon cocktail ring,
£23, Glitzy Secrets |
www.glitzysecrets.com

Large bamboo hoops, £180,
Dinny Hall | www.dinnyhall.com

Pearl Grape
bracelet, £395,
Georg Jensen |
www.amara.com

For… pearly queens

Antique Enchantment bangle, £32, Glitzy
Secrets | www.glitzysecrets.com

Infinite Love sterling silver heart
ring, £85, Links of London |
www.linksoflondon.com

Earring
of the
season
Wild Rose sterling silver cuff,
£785, Dower & Hall |
www.dowerandhall.com

Statement stick pearl earrings, £15,
ASOS | www.asos.com

Sterling silver ombre
freshwater pearl necklace,
£198, Dower & Hall |
www.dowerandhall.com

Pearl of London ring, £145,
Tessa Metcalfe Jewellery |
www.thepommier.com

A twist
on a classic
Gold and pearl hoop earrings,
£140, Xiss Jewellery |
www.thepommier.com

32

Sardinian Circolo ring, £99, Sif Jakobs
Jewellery | www.sifjakobs.com

Forget Me Knot bracelet,
£300, Georg Jensen |
www.amara.com

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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Stella charm bracelet, £12, Accessorize | uk.accessorize.co.uk

Gem drop short fringe earrings, £375,
Dinny Hall | www.dinnyhall.com

Wonderfly ring,
£60, Folli Follie |
www.follifollie.com/uk
Summer earrings,
£79, Astra Jewellery |
www.astrajewellery.com

Sterling silver and citrine bead
Orissa bracelet, £75, Dower &
Hall | www.dowerandhall.com
Solid gold One in a
Trillion morganite and
tourmaline ring, £2,350,
Chupi | www.chupi.com

Add a
touch of
rose gold

Bohemia earrings,
£69, Astra Jewellery |
www.astrajewellery.com

Splendour sterling silver open
four-point star stud earrings,
£85, Links of London |
www.linksoflondon.com

Mixed crystal oval necklace,
£55, Adore Jewelry |
www.adorejewelry.com

For… charm collectors
Moon and star earrings,
£99, Jewlr | www.jewlr.co.uk

For… bright gems

Eternal Love affinity
bracelet, £109, Clogau |
www.clogau.co.uk

Valiano du Grande 18ct
gold-plated earrings with
multi-coloured zirconia,
£199, Sif Jakobs Jewellery |
www.sifjakobs.com
Sterling silver hammered flat
heart nomad studs, £48, Dower &
Hall | www.dowerandhall.com
Orbis lapis cluster
ring, £295, Sacet |
www.sacet.com
Garnet flower studs, £160, Lila’s
Jewels | www.lilasjewels.co.uk

Gem drop pendant,
£150, Dinny Hall |
www.dinnyhall.com

Sterling silver feather drop
earrings, £85, Dower & Hall |
www.dowerandhall.com

18ct yellow gold amulet vermeil feather charm,
£55, Links of London | www.linksoflondon.com

Sparkle
on a budget
Emerald Enigma earrings, £30, Glitzy Secrets |
www.glitzysecrets.com

Victorian turquoise and seed pearl brooch,
£350, Lila’s Jewels |
www.lilasjewels.co.uk

autumn 2018 33
NEWBridal Jewellery.indd 33

08/08/2018 15:21

Fashion

Keeping mum
Find the perfect sartorial solutions for mothers of the bride
and groom at Cream of Royston
The big day is not only
a proud moment for
the bride or groom’s
mother; it’s also the
perfect opportunity
to shop for a truly
special outfit and get
dressed up. Aside from
the bride all eyes will be
on the mums, so finding
the right ensemble is an
absolute must.
Occasion boutique Cream of Royston has
everything a mother needs for her head-to-toe
wedding-day look. Having traded for 43 years,
the store’s extensive, colour co-ordinated stock
(essential for efficient browsing) covers two
floors. Outfits in sizes 6 to 24 are available,
alongside all the necessary add-ons: shoes, bags,
hats, fascinators and lingerie. With brands
including Condici, John Charles, Ispirato
and Ann Balon, as well as less formal
pieces from Michaela Louisa,
Frank Lyman and Gina
Seasonal
Bacconi, the collection
change
caters for ladies
Moving from high summer to
early autumn, jewel tones are gaining
dressing for formal
more traction, with lapis lazuli blue,
big-day celebrations,
emerald green and garnet pink all being
destination weddings
big-day favourites. However, neutrals are
and a day at the races.
all-year-round favourites, with cream, nude
The boutique’s
and beige styles all enduring the season’s
change. Meanwhile print continues to
Sue Ross says,
be a popular choice for the more
“Mothers usually
adventurous dresser
opt to coordinate with
the wedding party. Many
brides set a colour scheme for
the bridesmaids’ dresses and the men’s suit
details, so it’s a good idea to either match this
or go for a chic contrast. It’s also essential that
you’re comfortable with what you are wearing.
A classic dress, paired with a statement hat,
is a good outfit for a wedding at a venue.
For a church wedding, many mums prefer
a dress with a sleeve, accompanied with a
jacket or coat. Popular colours instore are still
mostly pastel or navy, as well as some brighter
shades. Our seasons usually cross over, with
34
Cream.indd 34

autumn/winter stock arriving from April and
spring/summer coming in from November. This
allows our customers to forward buy, which
is the general preference. Some people leave it
a bit later to buy, as they might want to lose
weight before the occasion, so we cater for all
seasons all year.
“In terms of accessories, the boutique’s shoes
and bags are made in Spain in beautiful leathers
– with the shoes coming in several heel-height
options – while the Rainbow Club pieces can
be dyed to match the rest of the look, ideal if
your dress is in a hard-to-match hue.”
And it’s not just what’s on the outside that
counts! Sue reveals, “Whilst the outfit must be
perfect for the occasion, it’s important to have
the correct lingerie underneath, as this can alter
the whole look of a garment. Cream has a wellstocked lingerie department, and designs can be
tried with the outfit. You’ll know you’ve found
the perfect outfit when the clothes, lingerie and
accessories come together perfectly for that allimportant wow factor.”
Mothers usually purchase their outfits four to
six months before the event. Cream of Royston
offers a free alteration service on all full-priced
outfits purchased in store. A fitting is usually
carried out one month before the event to
ensure a perfect fit.
Cream of Royston’s sister shop, Occasions for
Less has been well received. Located across
the street from the flagship store, it offers saleprice mother-of-the-bride collections, hats
and fascinators on the first floor and daywear,
eveningwear, shoes and bags on the ground
floor. All ranges are from previous seasons, and
all pieces are available at fantastic prices.

Pay a visit

With something for everyone, why not book
an appointment?
Cream and Occasions for Less,
John Street, Royston
Open 9.30am - 5pm, Monday to Saturday
01763 244 073
www.creamfashions.co.uk
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Established 43 years.











Condici John Charles Ispirato Cabotine Ann Balon
Cameron Blake Gina Bacconi Zeila Michaela Louisa Frank Lyman
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Christine’s Occasion Wear

Martels Wedding & Events Village, High Easter Road, Barnston, Essex, CM6 1NA

Beautiful Clothes for all Occasions.

Zeila | Cabotine | Dress Code | Ispirato

Stunning outﬁts and co-ordinating accessories for Mother of the Bride and Groom and all other
Occasions and Events. Expert alteration service available to ensure your purchase is the perfect ﬁt.

01371 871500
www.christinesoccasionwear.co.uk
@christinesoccasionwear
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Real Wedding

How lauren
& dean said

“ I do”

Lauren, 30 and Dean, 29 decided to
host their intimate, one-of-a-kind
big day at Houchins

W

e first met at our local gym 10 years ago. He had caught
my eye, so I asked a mutual friend who he was. A few
weeks later this friend pointed me out to Dean – when I
was looking like a sweaty mess on the treadmill – saying “My friend likes
you.” A few days later, he sent me a message asking me out. We went to a
local bar for a few drinks for our first date.
Eight years after we started dating, Dean proposed. He’d already told
me he was going to pick me up from work on Harley Street, as we were
due to meet friends in London for drinks – or so I thought: this was all
a decoy! He arrived early, explaining that he’d agreed my afternoon off
with my boss. I’d been having a tough time at work, working long hours
and late nights and just assumed he was taking me out for the evening
to cheer me up; he loves surprises, and this wasn’t out of the norm for
Dean. He drove from London to a Suffolk Escape log cabin which took
us five hours, every road we went on had a traffic jam or hold-up of some
description. Dean was getting very agitated, but I just assumed we were
going to be late for a dinner reservation. Little did I know, his best friends
had given the cabin a romantic makeover with candles and flowers, and
had even set up cameras to capture the special moment. When we finally
arrived and stepped outside to admire the waterside views, Dean got
down on one knee. I was so shocked because the date didn’t have any
significance at all. After the proposal, we had a chef come into the log
cabin and cook us dinner. We spent three nights there, enjoying the hot
tub, barbecue and local area.
We both wanted a relaxed, chilled-out wedding, nothing too formal.
It had always been my dream to get married outside, and Dean wanted a
venue that wouldn’t be too big for the number of guests.
In the end, we only visited two venues as everything just felt right with

36
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Houchins. We met with Taylor on our first visit – she was so lovely and
made us feel so welcome, answering all our questions and explaining
everything in detail. I got quite emotional when walking into the
venue and knew straight away that was where we had to get married:
it ticked all the boxes, it was the perfect size for our guest list, we
were able to get married outside and the ceremony, reception drinks,
wedding breakfast and party was all very close together. As I wanted
an outdoor wedding, we were limited in terms of which month we
could get married. Even in August in the UK you can’t guarantee good
weather, but luckily for us it was the most beautiful sunny day.
I had one of my best friends Kayleigh – who I’ve known for 27
years – and Dean’s Sister, Tegan, as my bridesmaids. I also had two
flower girls who were both two-and-a-half years old. As I only had two
bridesmaids, who are a similar size to each other, it was quite easy to
find a dress that suited them both. The flower girl dresses were more
of a struggle as I couldn’t find anything I liked for them, so I ended up
getting their outfits made in the end.
I wanted the celebration to be very colourful and a bit
different, so opted for a music festival theme and made a
lot of the little touches myself. I made the signs we dotted
around the venue, while my very talented mum created all
the bouquets and flower arrangements together for us. We
also had bubbles instead of confetti, which made a great
photo when leaving the ceremony. The names of the tables
where all music venues we have been to together to see our
favourite bands. For the ceremony, we had a saxophonist
play me down the aisle. He then played a chilled-out Ibiza
set for the reception drinks before we kicked off the evening
with a live band from Birmingham called Hudson – they kept
the floor filled all night!
On the big day, we both felt such a mix of emotions, ranging from
nerves to excitement. I don’t think we stopped smiling and laughing
from the beginning to the end! The whole experience was amazing;
just having your friends and family all in once place just for you is very
overwhelming, and a memory we will treasure for ever.
I wanted to throw my bouquet off the roof of the venue but sadly
we ran out of time. Later that evening, we decided to do it off the
balcony inside the venue. However, it got stuck in the grid on the
ceiling and had to be rescued for me to throw again! Helen and Dani
from Mini & Me Photography caught it all in action and the pictures
are just great.
Our advice to couples planning their wedding day is don’t take
notice of what other people think – it’s your wedding day, so do
what you want and have who you want. Don’t worry about the little
things, everything will work itself out in the end. Sometimes the best
memories are the things that didn’t go to plan!

autumn 2018
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Real Wedding

lauren & dean's

Little Black Book
Bride’s dress: Veromia at The White Wedding
House www.thewhiteweddinghouse.com
Bride’s accessories: The White Wedding House
www.thewhiteweddinghouse.com
Hair: The Wedding Hair Boutique
www.weddinghairboutique.co.uk
Make-up: Leanne Marie Makeup & Beauty
www.lm-makeupandbeauty.com
Groom’s suit: The Groom’s Room Essex
www.thegroomsroomessex.co.uk
Venue: Houchins www.houchins.co.uk
Catering: Splinters www.splintersoutsidecaterers.
co.uk | Woodley’s Pizza www.woodleyspizza.co.uk
Cake: The Couture Baker www.couturebaker.co.uk
Flowers: Lauren’s mother
Transport: A friend’s car
Band: Hudson www.functioncentral.co.uk/
acts/hudson
Saxophonist: Rob Mach from Visual Sax
www.visualsax.com
Photography: Mini & Me Photography
www.miniandmephotography.com
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Willow House Flowers
WEDDING FLORIST

Beautiful flowers professionally arranged

Bespoke service - small and intimate, or an elaborate aﬀair, we design
and create the perfect, fresh ﬂower wedding arrangements.

Willow House, 199 Aston Clinton Road, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 5AD
Telephone: 01296 631385 or 07477 234250 | Email: charlotte@willowhouseﬂowers.co.uk

www.willowhouseﬂowers.co.uk

LUKE & LOTTIE

floral design

t
t
Cheryls Flowers

Bespoke flower services

Exqusite designs to make any special
occasion perfect in every way...

t

From the very beginning Cheryl wll help you
co-ordinate your wedding flowers seamlessly
with the rest of your day.

Creating the most exquisite designs, as a fully
qualified florist I will be there to guide you
through the process from the initial consultation
to creating and arranging your floral displays
on your big day. You can be confident that
you are in expert hands.

t

t

Impressing our Brides and Grooms with our incredible
designs, that represent their bespoke vision…
T: 07515 391 925
E: info@lukeandlottie.co.uk

Your wedding deserves simply… the best
and I can help! Whether you are going for a
Exquisite designs
make anyorspecial
occasion
perfect
every way...
grandtogathering
a small
intimate
dayinwith
Exquisite designs to makeclose
any special
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in every
way...can
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and family,
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offer
stunning
flowers
foryou
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… the
best and I can
help! Whether
going for abudgets
grand gathering or a small
intimate day with close friends
family, Cheryl’s
Flowers can
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flowers
for all styles,
and and
themes
to WOW
you
and
your
guests
onbudgets and
Your wedding deserves simply … the best and I can help! Whether you are going
grand
or a small
themesfor
toaWOW
yougathering
and your guests
on your special day.
your
special
day
from
a handtied
intimate day with close friends and family, Cheryl’s
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day.day. Contact me
I would love to meet with you
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to arrange your free consultation, but in the meantime please take a look at the gallery to see my own work and
the
moment
you
say
‘I
DO’.
examples
of
the
beautiful
creations
I
have
worked
hard
to
create
for
my
many
clients
I would love to meet with you to showcase my portfolio and discuss ideas and designs for your day. Contact me over the years.
to arrange your free consultation, but in the meantime please take a look at the gallery to see my own work and
19 Church
Lane,
Toppesfield,
Halstead,
examples of the beautiful creations I have worked hard to create for
my many
clients
over the
years. Essex,CO9 4DS

T:

19
Church Lane, Toppesfield,
Mobile: 07929 857 646 Email : sales@cherylsflowers.co.uk
Halstead, Essex, CO9 4DS

19 Church Lane, Toppesfield, Halstead, Essex,CO9 4DS
07929
857
646
Mobile:
07929
857E:
646sales@cherylsflowers.co.uk
Email : sales@cherylsflowers.co.uk

cherylsflowers.co.uk

cherylsflowers.co.uk
cherylsflowers.co.uk
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Viva Creative
Flower Company

OO

Viva Creative Flower Company is an inspired and dynamic
wedding florist creating for all, from the small and intimate
to the most extravagant of events, all of which receive the
utmost attention and care. We take pride in ensuring the
designing and selection of floral decor is an easy,
enjoyable and stress free experience.

www.vivacreativeflowercompany.com
Floral Designer: Heather Fulker
Tel: 07966225560 | Rickmansworth | Herts | WD3 7HH
Email: mail@vivacreativeflowercompany.com
vivacreativeflowercompany

VivaCreative1

Floral Desire
FLORIST

Hand picked just for you
Chocolate ﬁlled luxury table favour gifts to
enhance your special day

Free consultations

T: 01279 755511
Based in Bishop Stortford
Find us on social media
040_AB29.indd 1

Tel: 0845 9000 543
www.thechocolatefavourbox.co.uk
info@thechocolatefavourbox.co.uk
TheChocolateFavourBox
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Sometimes, right in the middle of an
ordinary life, love gives us a fairytale.
We can make your fairytale come true.

Wedding
B

alloons

Whether you would like one of our huge Geronimo Balloons or our
Gorgeous Confetti Balloons…we aim to help towards making your day
perfect. By adding Balloons to your decor it adds that finishing touch and
brings it all together. With hundreds of colour options, we can match to
your colour theme as well. We can make them even more special by
adding personalisation to our Confetti Balloons.
No need to worry about how you will get our huge Geronimo’s to your
venue. We take care of all of that for you ...we set the balloons up and liaise
direct with your venue, so you have one less thing to worry about on the day.

SPECIAL OCCASIONS
Very competitive wedding and party packages.
Visit

041_AB29.indd 1

www.specialoccasionssx.co.uk

If you still are not sure that Balloons are what you are looking for...
have a look at some of the work we have done...
thepartyboxuk
the_party_box_saffron_walden
We are proud to be finalist for the:
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Beauty
It Cosmetics Bye Bye Redness skin relief treatment
moisturiser, £35, www.boots.com

Oscar de la Renta Bella Blanca eau de
parfum 100ml, £81, www.fenwick.co.uk

Blushing brides-to-be looking to tone down
their natural rouge, look no further! Bye
Bye Redness has been developed
with the assistance of plastic
surgeons to help neutralise, soothe
and transform your skin. Cooling
natural ingredients such as aloe
vera, cucumber and avocado work
with collagen and peptides to calm
irritation in an instant.

What better scent for your wedding days is
there than a heady white floral fragrance?
Bella Blanca brings together a bouquet
of dewy freesia, jasmine sambac, white roses
and creamy sandalwood for a fresh, graceful
scent that embodies a joyous love of life.

Charlotte Tilbury Eyes to Mesmerise
eye pots in Star Gold and Rose Gold,
£22 each, www.charlottetilbury.com
Following the huge success of the original
Eyes to Mesmerise collection, the brand
has unveiled two new metallic marvels
to light up your peepers. The cremes are
formulated for two finishes: either a sheer
wash of colour, or a rich pigmented sheen.

The Beauty

Boutique
These products will have you looking like a
million dollars on your wedding day

Bali Body BB cream,
£25.95, uk.balibodyco.com

This multi-tasking beauty cream
combines hydrating skincare
benefits with enhancing natural
coverage to protect, correct
and perfect your complexion.
This lightweight balm will create
the ideal healthy glow for
summer nuptials.

Vis Viva Retinyl + Frankincense
Restorative oil serum, £39,
www.visvivaskincare.com
This debut product from green beauty brand Vis
Viva combines natural cholesterol and vitamin A,
along with various other botanical ingredients to
plump, refine and restore radiance in tired skin.
This face revitalising elixir is a must for bridesto-be who don’t want the past year of weddingplanning stress to show.

essence Glow Like a
Mermaid highlighter,
£3.50, www.wilko.com

Achieve your ultimate shimmer
goals with this mini-wonder
palette’s scale pattern of six
shades, including pink, purple,
turquoise and yellow. This truly
original highlighter compact
creates an iridescent sparkle fit
for any mermaid bride.

HiGlow by Rochelle Humes Radiance &
Glow Luxe Gold Foil mask, £5.99,
www.superdrug.com
Enriched by powerful softening ingredients, this sheet
mask with a difference illuminates and brightens the skin,
ideal for a spot of pampering in the lead up to the big day.
Light-reflecting particles also transfer to the skin, giving
your refreshed radiance an extra golden glow.
42

12 rich
shades in
one palette

W7 Cosmetics Life’s A Peach eye colour
palette, £9.95, www.w7cosmetics.co.uk
The Life’s A Peach palette comprises 12 rich, matt
eyeshadow tones. With six delicate shades ranging
from neutral, pale tones to bright, popping pinks
and corals, and a further six covering a spectrum of
deeper purple and brown hues for evening looks,
the set is versatile enough for all complexions.

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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No.7 Aqua
Perfect Cushion
foundation, £17.50,
www.boots.com
Smooth over any unwelcome
last-minute imperfections or
breakouts on the day with
this flawless-finishfoundation.
The sponge applicator
guarantees easy, even coverage
and the revitalising formula is
soothing and cooling, to keep
skin balanced and hydrated.

Contouring
with no
colour bleed

Wunder2 Wunderkiss gloss lip liners, £9.95,www.wunder2.co.uk

CYO Turn on the
Light illuminating
mixing cream, £6,
www.boots.com
Whether added to bare
or made-up faces, this
pearlescent wonder
cream will enhance
natural skin tones for a
complexion that looks
lit from within: perfect
for low-maintenance
honeymoon days.

Specially designed to work with and enhance your lip gloss, these
sheer, lightweight liner pencils have been made in Rose, Nude and
Berry shades. Highly pigmented and soft, they contour the lips for a
long-lasting look on your big day, with absolutely no colour bleeding.

Your Good Skin
Nourishing hot cloth
cleanser, £6.74,
www.boots.com
Beat the ever-changing
seasons and the havoc they
play on your skin with
this indulgent ritual. The
skin saviour polishes away
dirt and dead skin, leaving
refreshed, healthy pores.
Model’s Own Cheat Day Cheek
Glaze highlighter palette,
£14.99, www.modelsownit.com
If you’re going for a sugar-sweet bridal beauty
look, swatch no further than this three-shade
set from Model’s Own. The lightweight,
ultra-fine luminescent pearl formula
reflects the light best when applied
to the high points of the face,
resulting in an effortless glow.

W7 Cosmetics Double Act
powder, £5.95,
www.w7cosmetics.co.uk
Can’t decide between blush and
bronzer? Why not have the best of both
worlds with W7’s Double Act powder,
which allows you to – with the use of a
fluffy brush – mix the two shades until
you create the perfect combination for
your cheek coverage.

Bourjois Rouge Velvet
Deliciously Nude
lipstick collection,
£8.99, www.boots.com

Four gorgeous new shades have
been added to the Deliciously
Nude line: Peach Tatin,
Caramelody, Nohalicious and
Brownette. The lightweight,
velvety texture is non-drying and
smudge proof, making the lipstick
ideal for a day of non-stop kisses
and photos – particularly if you
want to be a natural bride à la
Meghan Markle.

Pixi Sun Mist sheer
sunscreen spray, £18,
www.pixibeauty.co.uk
Perfect for protection at alfresco weddings and in the
honeymoon sun, this SPF30
spray works both under and on
top of make-up – offering up
to two hours of protection at a
time. With conditioning extracts
of chamomile and bamboo, its
application neither sticky nor
suffocating, making it ideal
for all skin types.

Philip Kingsley’s The Big Day Prep box, £30,
www.philipkingsley.co.uk

To celebrate being an official patron of Harry
and Meghan’s wedding album, VIP hair stylist
Philip Kingsley has created The Big Day
Prep Box, a limited-edition prep kit with four
essentials for wedding-ready tresses. The
Geranium & Neroli Elasticizer, Body Building
Shampoo, Body Building Conditioner and
Daily Damage Defence hair hero products
will add gloss and body without added weight
or flyaways.
autumn 2018 43
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10 years experience
cutting, re-styling
& colouring
Now stocking
Glamorous Lengths
hair extensions

Specialising in wedding & prom hair
T: 07762 699611
E: abbieshairdressing@outlook.com

RIGHT AND FINE HAIR DESIGN IS A MOBILE
AND HOME BASED BRIDAL AND SPECIALIST
EVENT HAIR DESIGN SERVICE.

Hi I'm Elaine Zulewski and I started Right and Fine
hair design after finally deciding to fulfil my hobby and
dream of creating the most elegant and sophisticated
hair up styles around, to make you stand out from the
crowd. I have 15 years’ experience creating the most
amazing and show stopping hair up designs.
I can see multiple clients for weddings and events.
Get in touch for a consultation or booking.

07891 927124 | www.rightandfine.com | contact@rightandfine.com
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Charlotte Jennifer makeup artist





BRIDAL MAKEUP ARTIST BASED IN KENT

Contact details Colour scheme- white/pale
pink/grey/rose gold.
I would be happy with any of
those to be used





CONTACT CHARLOTTE - CHARLOTTEJM91@GMAIL.COM

|

FACEBOOK.COM/CHARLOTTEJMMUA

Wedding and Photographic Makeup Artist ~
with over 10 years’ industry experience

At Kate MUA wedding makeup and hair is our passion.
We are professionally trained to deliver an expert, reliable
and personal service for your special day. We are mobile
and cover Essex, Hertfordshire and parts of London and
will travel to your chosen venue or location. Please contact
us today for a bespoke quote for your wedding party.

Tel: 07951 017730 Email: info@katemua.co.uk

www.katemua.co.uk

katemua_uk

045_AB29.indd 1

Kate MUA

kate1MUA

07810820497

Makeupbylouisamarie.com | louisa@makeupbylouisamarie.com

makeupbylouisamarie

@makeupbylouisamarie
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Grooms

Measure for

measure
Chester Barrie’s Creative Director,
Simon Kirby, discusses the joy of
having a wedding suit tailored, how
many measurements it takes for the
perfect fit and the importance of not
leaving your groomswear shopping
until the last minute

Why should a groom invest in a
tailor-fitted suit for the wedding?

Any man will want to look his best on his
wedding day, and what better way to do that
than with personally tailored suit? For starters,
you know it’s going to fit perfectly, which is a
must. However, it’s the added extras that really
make a difference – choose a tailor-fitted suit
and suddenly you
have some control
over the style:
want a jazzy lining
that matches or
complements the

AW18

bridesmaids’ dresses? You can have that. Fancy
contrast stitching around the buttonhole? We
can do that too.
And then there’s the more fundamental stuff,
such as the cloth and the cut. Whether you
want something a bit bright and fancy or more
classic and restrained we have hundreds of
cloths to choose from; and then it’s up to you
how tight or loose the fit is.

What advice and options does
Chester Barrie offer grooms in
terms of bespoke tailoring?

The starting point is the Chester Barrie
shape: a modern, clean silhouette with a
bit of body at the chest and shoulders
to enhance your silhouette. After that
there are numerous options, from details
such as collar shape and pocket style, to
overarching decisions, such as whether
you want a full-on three-piece suit or even
classic black tie.
Importantly though, you’ll not be
on your own as you create your
wedding suit. Our tailoring team will
always be on hand, not just taking
the measurements but guiding you
every step of the way so that you
have a suit that is just right.

What does Chester Barrie’s
bespoke tailoring involve
in terms of measuring
and fittings?
Customers will have at least 15
measurements taken when they
come in to ensure the fit is just

right, and they should expect to come back at
least once for a fitting – sometimes it requires
more than that.

How long before the wedding should
the groom come in to order his suit?
It takes between eight to 10 weeks to make
the suit, so it’s best to allow three months
before the wedding. Yes, that’s right, you really
can’t leave it to the last minute…

What would you recommend for a
summer wedding?

Lightweight cloths and paler tones both work
well in the summer.

What would you recommend for a
winter wedding?

Soft-handle flannels are always a good bet for
winter weddings, or maybe look at wool with a
touch of cashmere for a more luxurious feel.

Which Chester Barrie suit would you
say is the bestseller for grooms?

Without a doubt, the three-piece suit has been
a major item for the past few summers, often
in a bold, bright blue. Demand for the blues
is still strong, but we have seen an increased
demand for pale grey of late.

What is the best way to accessorise a
suit to add a bit of personality?
The easiest way is with a pocket square,
although it’s commonly held belief that a
pocket square and buttonhole combination is
a bit OTT. Think about your tie; you can even
add a pin for a sophisticated finishing touch.

For more details on booking a consultation or style advice from the brand’s Savile Row experts,
call 020 7734 4577, email info@chesterbarrie.co.uk or visit the website www.chesterbarrie.co.uk
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Grooms
orts,
Shirt, £22, swim sh
ses,
£18, and sunglas
d|
£14, all River Islan
m
www.riverisland.co

J by Jasper Conran block
stripe tee, £20, Debenhams |
www.debenhams.com

Crane embroidered shirt,
£15, River Island |
www.riverisland.com

Sun-lounger
style
Straw hat, £28, Debenhams |
www.debenhams.com
Print shorts, £24, Next |
www.next.co.uk

Linea camo swim shorts, £30,
House of Fraser | www.houseoffraser.co.uk

Autograph large keyhole
sunglasses, £29.50,
Marks & Spencer |
www.marksandspencer.com

Suns out,
hun’s out

Diesel polo shirt, £70,
House of Fraser |
www.houseoffraser.co.uk

Check out our sartorial suggestions for your
husband’s honeymoon wardrobe
Skinny-fit palmprint shirt,
Black quilted sliders,
£22, ASOS |
£12, River Island |
www.asos.com www.riverisland.com

Toucan-print swim shorts, £16,
ASOS | www.asos.com

Denim shorts,
£20, Next |
www.next.co.uk

Active quick-dry polo shirt,
£22.50, Marks & Spencer |
www.marksandspencer.com

Day-to-night
dressing
J by Jasper Conran print shirt, £40,
Debenhams | www.debenhams.com
Classic swim shorts,
£12.50, Marks & Spencer |
www.marksandspencer.com

Autograph leather lace-up trainers,
£49.50, Marks & Spencer |
www.marksandspencer.com

Grooms.indd 48

Floral shirt, £25, slim-fit
chinos, £28,
and trainers, £32, all Riv
er Island |
www.riverisland.com
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The London Bow Tie Company aka Sean Stanley Design are
UK based makers of bow ties, specialist in Big Size/Oversized
Velvet Bow Ties. Precision and style is our passion. Our bow
ties are specially crafted, carefully made with high quality
materials sourcing our fabrics all over the world and our
finished product in London United Kingdom. Our customers
are our priority hence we do not compromise on quality and
customer service. 100% feedback is what we push for and
that’s our record since the inception of the company.

Visit us: thelondonbowtie.com / seanstanleydesign.etsy.com
Contact us: 07761897265 / info@thelondonbowtie.com

048_AB29.indd 1
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Beauty

Keep your

head
l

Philip Kingsley’s leading
trichologist and bride-to-be,
Anabel Kingsley, talks about
the importance of wellness in
pre-wedding haircare

How can the stress of planning a big day affect your hair,
and how can this be helped?

If you have a tendency to get a flaky, itchy scalp, stress can cause it to
flare up. If your scalp becomes irritable, use a soothing anti-microbial
shampoo until symptoms clear. Once weekly, treat it to an exfoliating
treatment. I use both the Philip Kingsley Flaky/Itchy Scalp Shampoo
and Exfoliating Scalp Mask.
Stress can, through a convoluted route, worsen hair thinning in
pre-disposed individuals. A certain amount of anxiety is inevitable
leading up to your wedding day, but there are many effective ways
to reduce your stress levels. Try to take time out for yourself to
relax. I recommend weekly sessions of yoga, pilates, meditation and
mindfulness. Two personal favourite tension-busters of mine are
swimming and listening to audio books.
When we’re anxious, we have a tendency to not eat as healthily as we
should. Hair health is strongly reliant on diet, so this can have an
impact. Be mindful of what and when you’re eating and keep healthy
snacks at hand.

What diet adjustments can be made to improve hair growth?

Firstly, don’t crash diet in the lead-up to your wedding. Rapid weight
loss almost always causes hair to shed in excess six to 12 weeks later.
One thing you certainly don’t want before your wedding day or on
your honeymoon is a distressing amount of hair loss. Eat a healthy,
balanced diet and don’t skip meals. Being non-essential tissue, our
hair is the first part of us to suffer when we’re not eating regularly and
nutritiously. My tips are to firstly, include at least a palm-sized portion
of protein with your breakfast and lunch. Protein is particularly
essential to hair growth as it’s what your strands are made of. Great
options are eggs, fish, lean meat, low-fat cottage cheese, and quinoa.
To give your hair an extra daily boost of protein, I suggest taking
a protein supplement, such as PK4 Soya Protein Boost. Due to
your hair’s unique nutritional needs, it can be difficult to meet its
requirements through diet alone. I also recommend taking Biotin, as
it helps your body to break down protein in the foods you eat. We
recently launched a supplement called Biotin Boost that contains
biotin, zinc and vitamin B12.
Include a portion of a complex carbohydrate, such as whole-wheat
toast, brown rice, potatoes or pasta with each meal. Carbohydrates
50
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provide your hair with the energy it needs to grow. Hair cells are
the second-fastest growing cells the body produces, meaning
they’re very hungry!
You also need to eat iron-rich foods, such as steak, dark leafy greens
and beetroot. Ferritin – a stored iron – is needed to produce the
protein your hair is made of.
If you’re concerned, ask your doctor for a blood test. This will reveal any
underlying vitamin and mineral deficiencies. Nutritional deficiencies are
a very common cause of hair loss and the growth of poor-quality hair,
the most common being iron, ferritin and Vitamin B12 deficiency.
Based on your results, make appropriate changes to your diet and take
a relevant multi-vitamin.

What are your shampoo and conditioner tips for a healthy
scalp and hair?

If you start treating your hair and scalp with the same care as you do
your face, you’ll most certainly see an improvement in its strength
and condition. Cleanse at least every other day with a shampoo and
conditioner suitable for your hair texture. Frequent shampooing will
help keep your scalp healthy. After all, your scalp is skin! Follow each
shampoo with an appropriate conditioner. This will help remove tangles
and add shine. You should towel dry gently; roughly rubbing your hair
can cause split-ends and breakage. If your hair is dry, colour treated, or
past shoulder length, use an intensive pre-shampoo conditioner once to
twice a week to strengthen and moisturise it.

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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How do you prevent or minimise damage from colouring?
Try to leave at least eight weeks between colour appointments
to help ensure application doesn’t overlap. Between colour
appointments, use a pre-shampoo conditioning treatment once
to twice a week. This will help improve your hair’s elasticity and
strength so it doesn’t break as easily. I recommend the Philip
Kingsley Elasticizer. Also, use a heat-protective spray or serum
when you blow dry, as colour-treated hair is more vulnerable to
heat-damage.

What product would you say is the no.1
essential hair product that you couldn’t
live without?

Our pre-shampoo conditioning treatment,
Elasticizer! Originally formulated for actress,
Audrey Hepburn, this adds unparalleled strength,
bounce and shine to strands. I’m getting married
in just under a year and I’m using Elasticizer three
times a week to help ensure my hair is at its best
on my wedding day.

TLC for your tresses from
now until the big day
♦ Invest in a gentle, good quality hair brush; as a tool we use

every day, our brush can impact the condition of your hair.
Over time, a harsh brush can cause a lot of damage. Boar bristle
brushes are very scratchy and cut into the hair shaft, leaving
strands less resilient. Metal-pronged brushes can become rather
hot and scorch your hair and burn your scalp. I recommend a
brush with a vented base and rounded, plastic prongs, like our
vented paddle brush.
Stop brushing from your roots. Brush starting at your
ends and gradually work your way up. Starting at the top
puts unnecessary strain on strands. You should also use a
detangling spray.

♦

One of the most important steps to achieving healthy hair
is eating healthy, nutrient-dense foods. Eat a well-balanced
diet that contains plenty of protein, as well as complex
carbohydrates, vitamin B12 and iron.

♦

♦ Book-in for monthly Hair Spa Treatments at The Philip
Kingsley Clinic in Mayfair, London. Lasting an hour, this
intensively moisturises strands. You also get an exceedingly
relaxing head and neck massage, which helps you to de-stress.
Our expert trichotherapists will also advise you on the best
ways to care for your hair and scalp at home.

Hair heroes
1. Dr Organic Moroccan Argan Oil Hair Treatment
Serum, £15.49, www.hollandandbarrett.com
Luxurious yet ultra-light, Moroccan Argan Oil Hair Treatment
Serum is instantly absorbed by the hair for a silky, smooth finish
with a noticeable shine.

2. Viviscal Maximum Strength Hair Growth
Supplement, £51.99 (60 tablets), www.boots.com
Viviscal’s supplement pills are scientifically formulated with the
all the important nutrients needed for healthy hair, including
biotin, zinc and AminoMar CTM, a marine-based complex that
promotes hair growth.

3. Provoke Touch of Silver Leave-in Conditioner,
£4.19, www.boots.com
Formulated specifically for blonde, platinum or white hair, the
conditioner helps to protect fine and delicate hair from heat
damage and split ends, making it feel more manageable and
nourished after just one use.

4. Manuka Doctor ApiRevive Restorative Hair Mask,
£20.99, www.manukadoctor.co.uk
The unique formula of manuka honey, manuka oil and
Abyssinian oil not only works together to replenish hair of any
lost nutrients and restore natural goodness: it’s also renowned as
a great detangler!

5. Weleda Revitalising Hair Tonic, £11.50,
www.hollandandbarrett.com
This nourishing and revitalising composition of rosemary, clover
and burdock root deep conditions hair, leaving it feeling smooth
and silky.

3

1

4

5

2

During the week before your wedding, don’t blow-dry or use
heated styling tools. Instead, try to let your hair air dry.

♦

On the eve of your wedding, sleep with a pre-shampoo
conditioning treatment in your hair. This will help ensure your
strands are bouncy and shiny on your big day.

♦

autumn 2018
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Essex Bridal Hair & Makeup

Naz Hill Photography

Georg

We provide a high quality mobile hair and makeup service, ensuring you
look your best on your wedding day .
We cover the whole Essex area and provide our services for civil
partnerships, proms, anniversaries, parties and all special occasions.
To book the wow factor, contact us on;
email: dawn@essexbridalhairandmakeup.co.uk
mobile: 07518811918
www.essexbridalhairandmakeup.co.uk

WITH OVER 5 YEARS LONDON CHELSEA HAIR
EXPERIENCE, GEORG IS NOW FREELANCE IN AND
AROUND KENT AND ESSEX. FROM BOHO LOOKS
TO BIG AND SLEEK, GEORG CAN CREATE THE
PERFECT STYLE FOR YOUR PERFECT DAY.

FOR MORE INFO AND PRICES PLEASE CALL / TEXT ON
07975983539 OR GIVE A FOLLOW ON INSTAGRAM
@HAIRBYGEORG TO SEE MORE OF HER STYLES

Prices starting from as little as
£150 for hair and fitting!
rings, nano rings, tapes, tiny tips
♥ Micro
and LA weaves

♥ Russian Mongolian double drawn hair

Please message me for quotes
Facebook: Hair today. More tomorrow
Phone: 07733 428 893
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Passionate staff, high quality drinks & an attractive
bar to make sure your guests are talking about
your wedding drinks for years to come!
Travel is going from one place to another. The right holiday is
not just travel because it is far more than that. It is actually a
well-earned break, incredible experience, and an
unforgettable memory of a lifetime.
Don’t just search and book holidays online, let a specialist Travel
Consultant on our team do the hard work in researching, planning,
and booking your dream break – whether it is short or long.
Our Travel Consultants are experts who are fanatical about travel,
aiming to give an intimate and personal level of service.
Of course, we also bring the beneﬁts of being part of the
biggest independent buying group in the UK – including over
£2 million in daily buying power so we can secure fantastic
offers on ABTA / ATOL protected holidays our consultants
can choose from at any one time.
www.notjusttravel.com/style Email: instyle@notjusttravel.com
Tel: 01708208290 / 07884075297
Not-Just-Travel-In-Style

www.thelittlecocktailbox.com

Instagram: @thelittlecocktailbox
Facebook: www.facebook.com/thelittlecocktailbox
T: Jono 07850592553, Sarah 07824398299
E: thelittlecocktailbox@gmail.com

We create alternative outdoor events for creative individuals, from
beautiful boutique glamping for your wedding guests to festival themed
hen weekends! Pitch Boutique is a fully mobile events management
and styling company, you provide us with the location and we
host your unique event. Our services include:
♦ Boutique Glamping for weddings and events
♦ Event Styling & Management ♦ HenFest Weekends
♦ Boho Bridal Parties ♦ Cocktail Bars & much more!
www.pitch-boutique.co.uk | hello@pitch-boutique.co.uk
@pitchboutique

053_AB29.indd 1

08/08/2018 20:22

Venues
Transport

Wedding
wheels

Make sure you get to the church in time –
and in style – with Wedding Cars of Herts
With a professional attitude and exceptional
customer service standards, Wedding Cars of
Herts offers superb transport options for your big
day. The family-run business owns 10 classic and
vintage wedding cars from every iconic era leading
all the way through to modern-day motors.

TAKE YOUR PICK

Not only do couples have a choice of the
company’s three exquisite Rolls Royce Silver
Clouds - the type of car that were once owned
by the likes of Elvis Presley, Sammy Davis Jr and
Brigitte Bardot - there are also vintage limousines
to consider. Doris the Daimler DE27 limousine, is
a truly stunning car, made in 1947 for royal duty
and dignitaries to use. However, if you’re keen to
emulate The Great Gatsby era’s refined glamour,
there are also Annie and Arnie the Beaufords to
choose from.

54

AT YOUR SERVICE

The choice doesn't stop there, but
whichever car you choose, what
really stands out to Wedding Cars
of Herts’ brides is the service they
receive. The company really cares,
and it shows: from that initial enquiry to the big day,
its team works to ensure that this part of your day
will be more special than you dreamed possible.

KEEP CALM AND CARRY ON

For your peace of mind, Wedding Cars of Herts’
chauffeurs always arrive early. Journeys are carefully
planned so that the timing is just right – you’ll
definitely get to the church (or venue) on time
with this team on your side. Once your car has
arrived to collect you, your chauffeur is at your
service: bags are carried and nerves are calmed.
Its chauffeurs have even been known to help
usher the guests into the ceremony when a little
extra direction has been required in the past! On
request, Wedding Cars of Herts can pack a light
snack for you both or an icepack to hold to make
sure that your ring fits easily on hot days. The cars
all carry tissues, bottled water and umbrellas. The
Red Carpet and Prosecco service is standard with
every wedding.
It couldn’t be easier to get a quotation or make
a booking, simply provide details of your day and
any personal requirements via phone, email social
media or the website, and you’ll receive a quote
straight away.

Get the wheels
in motion
For quotations and booking enquiries,
call 01438 717 007, email
info@weddingcarsofherts.co.uk
or visit the website
www.weddingcarsofherts.co.uk
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Luxury Wedding Cars for your Special Day

Phone: 01438 717007
Email: weddingcarsofherts.ds@gmail.com
weddingcarsofherts

weddingcarsofherts.co.uk

Wedding Car Hire in Clacton-on-Sea &
Surrounding Areas of Essex
If you are looking for a vintage wedding vehicle but want
something a little different, our beautiful 1967
VW camper van is perfect.
The neutral colour and bespoke interior complements
any colour scheme, making an ideal backdrop for
your wedding photography.

Tel: 077452 58606
Email: dipdubweddings@gmail.com
www.dipdubs.com

055_AB29.indd 1

We supply luxury and classic cars for the
most important day of your life, making it
a truly memorable occasion.

 Luxury Wedding Transport  Executive Hire
 Prom Cars  Chauffeur Driven Wedding Cars
 Theatre Trip Transport  Race Day Transportation
07715 663 358 | luxuryandclassicweddingcar.com
luxuryandclassicweddingcars@hotmail.com
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Real Wedding

How lauren
& john said

“ I do”
Lauren, 24 and John, 28 opted
to wed in the welcoming
atmosphere of Vaulty Manor

W

e first met back in 2013 when I was still
at college. I was waitressing at Nando’s and
John had popped in with a work friend. He
was very charming and polite to me and flirted a little, but
nothing more was said. Once he left, some of his soldiers
called me over to their table, saying “Our boss wants to give
you his number.” Naturally, as soon as I heard the word ‘boss’ I
was even more attracted to him. I gave them my phone number
and said that if he wanted to talk to me he could contact me first.
It was three years later – the weekend before my 22nd birthday
– that John proposed at Go Ape. It was the most beautiful and
thoughtful proposal, he took me into a little tent into the forest with
a hot chocolate and sat me down, I presumed to give me my birthday
card and present. Instead he pulled out a huge book and inside was
our relationship in pictures: the first time I visited his hometown in
Cornwall, the first time he told me he loved me, and so on. Then at the
back was a questionnaire I had to fill out and the last question was, ‘Do
you want the story to continue?’ I turned the page to see ‘Will you marry
me?’ and looked up to see John was down on one knee.

56
56

I fell in love with both All Saints Church and Vaulty Manor when
I visited them. John was absent for much of the wedding planning
due to work commitments, so I really wanted to pick somewhere
that represented us. The church was beautiful and big enough to
accommodate our large guest list. When it came to the reception,
we didn't want a big grand manor house – that just isn’t us. We were
looking for somewhere that everyone could get together and have a
wonderful time, and that’s exactly what I envisaged when I first stepped
into Vaulty Manor. The way the barn is set up really exudes a warm
and welcoming feeling, which was perfect for bringing our two families
together in celebration.
The reason we picked our specific wedding date – 3rd March – was
due to it being the closest Saturday to my nan and grandad’s wedding
anniversary. Unfortunately, my grandad passed away before meeting
John, but I know he would have been proud of him, so we wanted a date
that my nan could remember and always smile. We made a memorial
ladder to remember him by and John mentioned him in his speech
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which was lovely. As for the season, we were hoping it’d be the start of spring,
but unfortunately that week the Beast from the East hit the UK. We had quite
a stressful week in the lead-up to the day with the weather as some family
and friends were travelling from afar to get to our wedding. John was
running around quite a bit and helping our guests out with all the snow
troubles on the day, but he was much more relaxed. We had a lot of
comments on how smoothly everything went, which was great to hear.
After all, who expects a snowstorm to turn up in the same week as the
spring wedding they’ve been planning for two years?!
My mum and I worked on quite a few DIY finishing touches
for the venue décor to create a vintage tea party effect. She made
bunting – which included the Cornish flag, as John and his family are
from Cornwall – as well as a beautiful flowered archway inspired by Alice
in Wonderland, which we walked through as we entered our reception. My
table decorations were tea pots and cups filled with flowers for a subtle Mad
Hatter’s Tea Party feel. We also had a beautiful tea cart for our reception drinks
– which turned into a sweet cart on the evening – which was full of china tea
cups and saucers by Wedding Designs by Boho Vintage, which I would highly
recommend if you want that extra-special touch. I met the owner, Claire
Sullivan at the first wedding fair I visited, and we just clicked. She’s been an
amazing support throughout the planning and I really feel so lucky to have
made friends with her.
Sasha – my best friend of 12 years who lives in New York and flew over
for the wedding – was my maid of honour. My other bridesmaids were
my friend Errin, my cousin, Rachel and my mum’s best friend’s daughter,
Laura. Dress shopping was easy, and we went for a navy lace design from
ASOS. Three weeks before the wedding, Sasha’s dress didn't fit correctly, so she
ordered something of similar style as we had no time to try and order the same
one. I brought the dresses with me when we travelled the four-and-a-half hours
to Essex for the wedding, but didn’t realise until the night before that we’d left
one of the dresses at home. Luckily my mum came to the rescue and made one
that night, using the material from the dress that didn’t fit Sasha.
We had a ’40s band which was amazing: they performed old and new
songs with a period twist and had everyone up dancing. The singers were an
absolute hit with all our guests, especially the older generations there who aren’t
Jay-Z or Drake fans! We also had a photobooth, a chocolate fountain and a
sweet cart. Everyone loved the photobooth, and the company made us a guest
book so it was amazing sitting down after the wedding and looking back on
how much fun everyone had taking pictures!
Our advice to engaged couples on their wedding day is to take 15
minutes to yourselves because the day really does go so fast. We took
some time together whilst John changed from his uniform into his suit for
the reception and it was really nice to just talk away from everyone, look at
each other and say, “we did it!” We’d also found out just four days before the
wedding that we’re expecting our first child, which added to the excitement
and joy of the day. Our little boy is due in October.
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Real Wedding

lauren & john's

Little Black Book
Bride’s dress: Justin Alexander from
Serenity Brides www.serenitybrides.com
Bride’s accessories: Swarovski
www.swarovski.com | Debenhams
www.debenhams.com
Hair & Make-up: Studio3 www.facebook.
com/STUDIO3stylists
Bridesmaid dresses: ASOS www.asos.com
Groom’s suit: Moss Bros www.moss.co.uk
Groom’s braces: Marks & Spencer
www.marksandspencer.com
Church: All Saints Church, Maldon
www.allsaintsmaldon.com
Venue: Vaulty Manor
www.vaultymanor.co.uk
Catering: aFORDERble
www.aforderblecatering.co.uk
Cake: Alix Willmore
Flowers: Dilly at Abbotts
www.colchesterflowers.co.uk
Transport: Vintage Dreams
www.vintagedreams.co.uk
Band: Fox, Wiggle and Sass
www.foxwiggleandsass.com
Photobooth: OMG Entertainments
www.omg-entertainments.co.uk
Chocolate fountain: Choc-o-Lush
www.choc-o-lush.co.uk
Wedding décor: Wedding Designs
by Boho Vintage
www.weddingdesignsbyboho.co.uk
Dancefloor: First Dance Illuminations
www.facebook.com/firstdanceilluminations
Photography: Andy Jones Photography
www.andyjonesphotography.com
58
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your wedding day captured
as it happens.

Relaxed, natural, contemporary photography
producing beautiful quality images.
coMpLiMentary pre-wedding shoot worth £150
(For weddings up to august 2020. Quote aJp-aB1 to QuaLiFy)

07791 917492
andy@andyJonesphotography.coM

www.andyJonesphotography.coM

VINTAGE DREAMS
Essex & Suffolk Wedding Cars

Proms, Weddings and Special Occasions
Winner of several awards

Milly and Lilly can each carry up to seven people

Watch our video on the website • www.vintagedreams.co.uk
www.colchesterweddingcars.com • www.essexandsuffolkweddingcars.co.uk

01206 212 443 • 07973 440 819
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Photography

Love in focus
Wedding photographer Paul Hubbard talks to us about
the beauty of natural light, capturing unstaged moments
and the rise of videography

W

hen and how did you
decide to become a
wedding photographer
and videographer?

I was always interested in photography
and videography when I was younger.
I started capturing sports and charity
events, before moving on to studio
portrait work and eventually moved into

wedding photography and videography.
I started my own wedding photography
and videography business in 2007 and
have now covered more than 1,000
weddings and am qualified with not just
one, but all four major UK photography
associations in the UK: the BIPP, MPA,
SWPP and RPS. I also hold international
recognition with the wedding
photojournalist association, WPJA.

How do you work with
your couples to decide on a
photography approach for
the big day?

On the wedding day, I want
couples to relax and enjoy the
wedding with family and friends
while I capture those intimate
moments. These are the images
that have great value and show
emotion. You won’t catch me
with multiple flash guns asking
the couples to come away
from their wedding guests for
45 minutes so I can stage a
dramatic scene, nor will you
find me running around like a
ninja asking everyone I come
across to turn and smile at the
camera! Instead I’ll be invisible
– well, as invisible as you
can be at 5’10” – to capture
candid instances using
natural light.
Of course, there will be time

60

set aside for bride-and-groom portraits and
group photography, and we’ll plan these when
we go over the day in full at the pre-wedding
consultation. I also pride myself on giving the
best customer service before, during and after
the wedding day itself.

How do you advise the newlyweds-to-be
interested in wedding videography for
their day?

Wedding videography is moving forward at a
fast pace and in the last five years we’ve gotten
access to cameras with power similar to those
used in Hollywood productions. Combine this
new technology with the rise of social media
over the years, and it’s little wonder that
wedding videos have become hugely popular as
a way to relive the wedding day.
Just 10 years ago, only 5% of couples wanted a
wedding video, now that figure’s up at around
85%. I ensure our packages are priced very
competitively, with our combined photography
and videography being very reasonably priced.
When you look through your grandparents’
wedding album, imagine your grandchildren
being able to watch your wedding video, seeing
you in your dress and hearing the speeches:
they’d be able to relive the memories as if they
were there.

What are the essential questions a couple
should ask photographers/expect from
their wedding photographer?
Aside from feeling comfortable in the
photographer’s company and of course liking
the images on their website and in their

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL

PhotographyPaulH.indd 60

08/08/2018 20:41

If they’re not, then ask yourself why not.
Surely if they could capture images at a
wedding in different lighting conditions to
a high level they would become qualified.
If they aren’t I would strongly recommend
looking elsewhere. All too often, we hear of
horror stories where an unqualified wedding
photographer has not attended the wedding
or unfortunately did not capture the day to
a professional level.
By booking a qualified wedding photographer
you’re certain they have the ability to
produce a professional level of wedding
photography in different lighting conditions
and time constraints that can come at a
wedding. You also know the contracts
used by the photographer are fair for the
couples because these are checked by
the associations.
Ultimately, an unqualified wedding
photographer does not have a code of
conduct to follow and it’s a chance I
wouldn’t recommend couples take.

What’s your favourite part of the day
to capture?

This is a hard one; every point of the day
is fun, but in a different way. Pre-ceremony
it’s great capturing the anticipation and
nerves via photos or video. This is nearly all
captured as it happens without any staged
shots, and it’s great being creative with
mirrors and fading. The ceremony is always
fun to capture, along with the portraits and

natural shots through the drinks reception.
The speeches and first dance can be so
different from wedding to wedding, with
many fun expressions from guests, making it
a fantastic place for a photojournalist-style
wedding photographer to be.

Do you have a favourite season to
shoot or film?

I wouldn't say favourite, but spring and
autumn are the most diverse seasons and
offer the most opportunities for variety
throughout the wedding day. As a naturallight photographer, unlike most wedding
photographers, I find a harsh, low sun an
opportunity to become creative. You also
either flowers in full bloom or the leaves
on the floor, and if we’re there for the first
dance we have darkness for the evening,
allowing twilight shots outside.

What do you love most about what
you do?

Everything. That’s not just the easy answer,
I do genuinely love my job and everything
it entails. To work in an environment that
allows me to continually improve, push the
boundaries and create new photographs
and video is amazing.
The advance of the technology in cameras
and software is so fast there are new
opportunities every year. Having built a
business over 11 years, I still enjoy the
fun of capturing a wedding day.

Paul has around 100 video sample clips and 1,000s of wedding images available to view online via Facebook, Youtube, Vimeo and
the company website’s blog. Find out more by visiting www.paul-hubbard.co.uk. For enquiries and bookings, contact
Paul Hubbard Photo & Video on 01787 461 336, or via email info@paul-hubbard.co.uk
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Wedding Shows

SHOW TIMES: 11AM - 3PM

FREE ENTRy
and goodie bag
for all brides

TUDOR PARK - Sunday 9th September
Ashford Road, Bearsted, Kent ME14 4NQ

PRE-REGISTER

online at:
www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk

BRANDS HATCH - Sunday 16th September
Fawkham, Longfield, Kent DA3 8NG

Tel: 01245 895470 | Email: info@mainweddingsandevents.co.uk

WWW.MAINWEDDINGSANDEVENTS.CO.UK

The Old Hall Ely is the perfect venue for your
memorable day. Our individual approach gives
you a unique day that’s undeniably yours with
the highest standards of service and attention to
detail. Located one mile from Ely, set in beautiful
countryside overlooking three ornamental lakes
with spectacular views of Ely Cathedral.
The Old Hall Wedding team are experts in
planning, so can really turn a vision into reality.
The Old Hall, Stuntney, Ely,
Cambridgeshire CB7 5TR
T: 01353 663275 E: events@theoldhallely.co.uk
W: www.theoldhallely.co.uk
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Styling
£60

£15.95

£20

£32

Wedding
wreath with
fringing by
Chi Chi Moi

Geo glass by All Things
Brighton Beautiful

Moss initialled cake
topper by The Letter Loft

Leaf it at that
£12.60

Deluxe wire name
settings and favours
by The Letter Loft

Perhaps you want subtle garden influences, with
hints of greenery cropping up in venue décor,
centrepieces, name cards and table plans. If you
want to bring plant life to your big day in an
affordable way, Notonthehighstreet.com should be
your first port of call. With everything from moss
cake toppers to geometric terrariums, the website
offers everything you need to create hot-house chic.
For even more wedding detail inspo, head
to www.notonthehighstreet.com

Personalised succulent wedding
favours by The Gluttonous Gardener
Greenery personalised wedding
guest book print by Bird & Key

Geometric terrarium
by All Things
Brighton Beautiful

£24.99
£79.95

Top of the

props
Style your wedding
day your way

It’s all in the detail

Lovely Wedding Touches was started in 2011 when owner
Nicki identified a gap in the wedding market for hiring
smaller pieces of decor. At the time there were several
companies offering packages and larger items, but none
hiring out candleholders, vases and post boxes: details that
add that final finishing touch.
Seven years on, the well-established company’s most
popular pieces include chair decoration, post-box
hire and luxury linens, although favourites depend
on the season.
A lot of clients come to Lovely Wedding Touches with an
idea of the look they are trying to create. After discussing
what colours and flowers they may be using, Nicki will then
suggest items that would work well with their theme. The
business has so many newer items that aren’t yet listed on
the site, so often when a bride-to-be will ask, “I don’t
suppose you have a…” Nicki’s able to reply, “Yes, I have
three different types for you to choose from!”
Lovely Wedding Touches is in the process of rebranding and
all available items will be found online on the fully updated
website soon, so watch this space, detail-oriented brides.
Find out more at www.lovelyweddingtouches.co.uk
64
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Beautiful Hire
Items & Venue
Styling Service

Illuminated Signs  Seating P lans & Easels  Dance Floors
Chair Decor  Vintage Crockery  Tables & Chairs  Candelabras
Garden Games  Luxury Linens  Card Post Boxes
Umbrellas.. . Go on, take a peek!
Visit our website  www.l ovelyweddingtouches.c o.uk
Email: info@lovelyweddingtouches.c o.uk
P hone: 07970 214510 ♥f Find us on Facebook  search for Lovely Wedding Touches

Houchins is an intimate and romantic wedding venue
with the choice of stylish accommodation.
Exclusively yours for the day, Houchins is set in
beautiful grounds just outside Coggeshall, easily
accessible to Essex, Suffolk and London.
Our award-winning team are on-hand to ensure
you have the perfect wedding day.
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Styling

The light fantastic

In the process of planning your big day – or
even as a wedding or party guest – you won’t
have failed to notice that light-up letters have
become a statement styling addition to many
a special occasion. After researching a variety
of these models, new lighting-hire company
Sweetness & Light – which has a team
comprising a talented designer, an experienced
joiner and a DJ and events expert – has found
several ways to not only turn the traditional
look of these structures on its head, but also
offer a safer design, which is important for
family functions, such as weddings.
Following an incredible response to its light-up letters, Sweetness & Light
has gone on to design and build a wholly original Mr & Mrs TV Stand piece.
Taking a selection of the couple’s favourite photographs – holiday snaps, candid
memories, couple shots and engagement shoot pics – and cropping them all
perfectly to size, the team can then present them on the TV stand’s high-quality
display screen: a great way of showing guests how the pair got to this point.
The TV stand is interchangeable, with Mr & Mrs, Mr & Mr and Mrs & Mrs
options all available.
For more details, visit www.sweetnessandlight.co.uk

Touch wood

If you’d like to take your vows al fresco, look no further than
Forest Garden, which offers a range of outdoor structures
fit for intimate open-air nuptials. The Whitby arch is a
romantically rustic choice, while the Venetian pavilion offers
a shady spot for services and photography. You can even work
with your florist to decorate it with your big-day blooms.
Visit www.forestgarden.co.uk for details.

Photograph courtesy of Balloon
Inspirations Design Studio, Brentwood

Outside in

Up in the air

Do you want a big day that’s at one with nature? You’re not alone,
from boho brides to festival-themed receptions, weddings have gone
outdoors. If a marquee celebration is part of your plans, why not opt
for a fully-turfed (real grass) floor? Not only relatively inexpensive
and great for avoiding carpet stains, Lavender Green Flowers offers
this option to help create that quintessentially British, relaxed
garden-party ambience for your event.
Go to www.lavendergreen.co.uk for more information and pricing.

The hottest wedding trend of the last year has
to be the return of balloons. The kids’ party
staple has had a refined reprisal for the big-day
circuit, with designs working their way into
couples’ shots in lieu of a bouquet as well as
adding to the venue’s decoration. The key to
keeping the blow-up look classy is to bring
your balloons in line with your celebration’s colour scheme. And you needn’t be timid
about the proportions of your display; Qualatex offers everything from super-sweet Mr
and Mrs designs with tassel strings to a giant rose gold LOVE dancefloor addition.
Find out more at www.europe.qualatex.com
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Venues

It’s up to you

With spaces, suites and accommodation to suit every size and
style of celebration, Tewin Bury Farm Hotel has it all

F

rom intimate ceremonies to lavish
grand receptions, the Tewin Bury
Farm Hotel’s wedding spaces have
got something to offer every celebration.
Combining beautiful interiors and aweinspiring views, it offers the fairy-tale big day
that every couple dream of. Whichever venue
you choose, you can have the wedding you
truly want at Tewin Bury Farm Hotel.

You can go… rustic

Hidden deep in the Hertfordshire countryside,
the 17th century Tythe Barn is fully licensed
inside and out for civil ceremonies. This
romantic bolthole can seat up to 160 guests
for a ceremony and wedding breakfast and
250 people for an evening party. For those
looking for something a little more intimate,
the charming red-brick stable is ideal.
Nestled by the River Mimram, the space can
seat up to 70 people for the ceremony and
wedding breakfast and accommodate 100
for the evening party. It also has a beautiful
archway in the garden, which plays host to
outdoor ceremonies and excellent
photography opportunities.

You can go… lavish

For something a little grander, the
Meadow Barn and Millstream Gardens can
hold up to 400 guests for the ceremony
and meal and 500 revellers for the evening
reception. This venue also allows for
external caterers, if you have your heart set
on an alternative menu or dining
option. Tewin Bury has 42 individually
designed bedrooms ranging from premier
rooms to luxurious suites.
68

You can go… for a
spectacular backdrop

The View is Tewin Bury’s newly
acquired venue located on
Panshanger Golf Course. The name
speaks for itself, as the vista from
the bar are breath-taking. With a
wedding suite that can seat 120 for
the ceremony and meal and 250
for the evening, it’s the perfect
location if you’re working
with a tighter budget. The
venue has its own private
Don’t miss The
bar and garden, allowing
Tewin Bury Farm Hotel
for al-fresco ceremonies
Wedding Fayre on
overlooking the golf
Sunday 28th October,
course. The venue has
running from
seven bedrooms so your
11am to 3pm.
family and close friends
can enjoy the whole weekend
with you.

You can go… for dinner

Tewin Bury’s on-site bar and restaurant,
Williams’, is available for private dining,
should you wish to start your wedding
weekend off with close family and friends; this
is also where you’ll enjoy a lovely farmhouse
breakfast after your overnight stay.

You can go… unwind

Kingsbridge House is the venue’s new country
retreat, which can be privately hired over a
weekend to add to your wedding plans. With
en-suite bedrooms, two hot tubs, a private
kitchen, dining room and lounge – where
better to spend the weekend of your wedding
with family and friends?

BOOKING IT
For more information on Tewin Bury Farm
Hotel’s packages, or to speak with someone
from the wedding planning team, call 01438 841
462, email weddings@tewinbury.co.uk
or visit www.tewinbury.co.uk
TewinBuryFarmHotel
@tewinburyfarm
@tewinburyfarmhotel
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make history

O

Opt for a grand big day at De Vere Theobalds Estate

nce a stately retreat to 16th century
aristocracy, De Vere Theobalds
Estate lies in the heart of 55 acres
of picturesque parkland. Playful battlements,
towering turrets and a warm red-brick façade
make this Georgian mansion the ideal setting
for romantic wedding ceremonies and
receptions. With a stunning barn conversion
for more contemporary weddings, this is the
ideal place to hold your nuptials your way.
Surrounded by beautiful landscaped grounds
and Italian gardens, it’s easy to forget that
you’re just 10 miles from central London.

WHERE TO WED

The De Vere Theobalds Estate comprises a
selection of beautiful spaces that will allow
you and your beloved to create a celebration
you’ll never forget. Maintaining many original
features, each room of the newly refurbished
Mansion House offers a memorable backdrop
for your wedding. These spaces are steeped in
history with wood-panelling and period feature
fireplaces. In addition, most include French
doors leading onto the surrounding lawns.
Exclusive hire of the Mansion House creates a
wonderful setting for a traditional big day.
The Riding Barn was the original coach house
and stable to the manor. Now it’s the venue’s
most versatile and contemporary space to host
a wedding. With wooden ceiling beams as its
prominent feature, you have free rein to dress
this space however you choose.
For a truly original ceremony, say your
vows in the courtyard or Italian Gardens
where manicured lawns, water fountains, or
our Mediterranean courtyard become the
70

backdrop to a wonderful day. There’s also
space for a marquee, so if this is an option
you are interested in, talk with your wedding
coordinator who can let you know if it’s
possible on your preferred dates.
With a range of different event spaces, De
Vere Theobalds Estate is the ideal venue
for both large and intimate nuptials. The
maximum capacity for a wedding breakfast in
the Mansion House is 100 guests and is 150
guests in the Ridings Barn.

A HELPING HAND

relationships with professional and trustworthy
bands, DJs, photographers and many more.
You can use the venue’s little white book of
suppliers, or you’re welcome to bring in
your own.

FINE DINING

You’ll be invited to a tasting session to
choose the final menus for the day. This
gives you the opportunity to chat with
De Vere Theobalds Estate’s head chef and
sample a choice of two starters, two main
courses and two desserts. The catering team
can cater for all dietary requirements and will
provide a separate menu for children. Some
of the venue’s wedding packages also include
an evening buffet, in which case you’ll
have the option to upgrade the evening
buffet menu and cater for additional
evening guests.

To provide reassurance to newly-engaged
couples, the team at De Vere Theobalds
Estate loves to meet with them in person – by
appointment – and show them around the
estate. Planning your wedding day should be
both exciting and enjoyable, which is why
the events staff want to make sure all your
arrangements run smoothly. If you have any
questions at any point, the team will always be
GET COMFORTABLE
on hand and happy to advise.
Original features combine with modern
A meeting will be arranged with you to
touches in De Vere Theobalds Estate’s beautiful
discuss all the details of your wedding,
bedrooms. With sumptuous bed linens and
including guest numbers, menus, timings,
soft lighting, this is the perfect place to relax
music and entertainment, flowers and décor
and soak up the events of the day.
and room setup. Your wedding coordinator
A complimentary bridal room is included in
will be in touch with you three to four months
the wedding package for the newlyweds,
before your wedding day to arrange the first
and reduced rates are available for your
meeting. We’ll also invite you to a meeting
wedding guests.
to discuss all the
final details around
FOR MORE INFORMATION
four to six weeks
Call 08712 224 820, email theobaldsweddings@devere.com or
before your wedding.
visit www.phcompany.com/de-vere/theobalds-estate to
Our wedding team
download a wedding brochure.
have built great
DeVereHotels
@devereofficial
@theobalds_estate_weddings
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COLTSFOOT
The country retreat

Weddings At Coltsfoot:
Have your special day at Coltsfoot, away
Havethe
your
special
at Coltsfoot,
from
hustle
andday
bustle!
Make it a away
day
from
the hustle
Make itof.
a day to
to
remember
andand
onebustle!
you dreamed
remember and one you dreamed of.
Our experienced wedding co-ordinator is
Our experienced wedding co-ordinator is
dedicated to ensuring your special day is
dedicated to ensuring your special day is
just as you ordered so you can just relax
just as you ordered so you can just relax
and enjoy every minute of the day.
and enjoy every minute of the day.
The
the
whole
The main
mainbarn
barnarea
areaservices
services
the
whole day,
day,
transforming
from
ceremony
transforming
from
ceremony
to to
wedding
wedding
then converting
breakfastbreakfast
then converting
into the evening
into
the eveningarea.
entertainment area.
entertainment

The beautiful forty acres surrounding our
The
beautiful
forty
acres surrounding
venue
provide
romantic
backdrops forour
venue
provide
romantictobackdrops
for
fabulous
photographs
capture your
fabulous
photographs to capture your
special day.
special day.
We can seat up to one hundred and twenty
We can seat up to one hundred day guests
day guests and a further fifty evening guests
and a further fifty evening guests (our
( minimum guest number is seventy day guests).
minimum guest number is sixty day guests).
Receptiondrinks
drinksand
andcanapés,
canapés, weather
weather
Reception
pending,
areserved
servedininour
ourpretty
pretty courtyard
courtyard
pending,
are
allowing
guests
to
relax
and
enjoy
the
allowing guests to relax and enjoy the
surroundingswhilst
whilst the
the photographers
photographer/s get
surroundings
to work!
toget
work!.

For Current Wedding Prices, Show-Rounds And Availability Please Call
01438 212800 Or E-Mail Weddings@Coltsfoot.com

www.coltsfoot.com
071_AB29.indd 1
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Let’s celebrate!
Hanbury Manor Marriott Hotel & Country
Club is the ideal place to mark special
occasions this summer

F

ollowing a £1.7 million refurbishment of
its events spaces – which were unveiled
in April 2018 – Hanbury has a brandnew look.
There are now 17 individual and beautifully
designed events spaces to choose from, which
can host anything from eight to 200 guests
for weddings, golf days, special occasions and
corporate events. For those looking to make
the most of the balmier weather, each of the
meeting spaces have glorious views of the
venue’s impressive 200 acres of grounds, while
the Garden Court has its own private walled
garden. The manicured lawns and stunning 19th
century rose garden built for Robert Hanbury
in 1865 are open to all guests and delegates.
General Manager Russell Prior comments,
“We’re delighted with the results of the £1.7
million refurbishment and are really pleased
with the fantastic feedback we’ve received
so far. Hanbury Manor is a beautiful country
retreat and our improved facilities coupled
with great customer service means we are able
to deliver exceptional experience to guests in a
relaxed environment. Our memorable location
is within easy reach of London, London
Stanstead and Luton Airports and has fantastic
rail and road links to the rest of the country.”
To mark its refresh, the venue is offering a
special savings deal to anyone booking events,
meetings or weddings before 30th December

2018: one in every 10 guests goes free.
There’s simply nowhere better to host
your special occasion!

WEDDINGS

From small and intimate to grand and
glamorous, Hanbury Manor is the
perfect choice for couples looking for the
wow factor.
A part of the original Jacobean manor
house, the elegant refurbishment of Poles
Hall is timeless with sparkling chandeliers,
vaulted ceiling and minstrel’s gallery. The
charming Garden Court, Summer House and
Conservatory have a gorgeous Grade II-listed
Walled Garden, which is the perfect backdrop
for big-day photography. It can accommodate
up to 80 guests for the ceremony, 120 to dine
and 160 for an evening reception.

GOLF DAYS

Regarded as one of the best in the country,
the Jack Nicklaus II-designed golf course is
complemented by world-class services and
facilities including driving range, putting green,
clubhouse and golf shop.
Corporate or society golf days can be followed
by a private banquet in one of the elegant
venues. The team at Hanbury Manor will
individually design each golf event to include
catering, registration, management of on-

course competitions, branded merchandise
and equipment hire.

BIRTHDAY PARTIES,
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
AND SPECIAL OCCASIONS

The new function rooms are perfect for
glamorous receptions, delicious banquets or
intimate gatherings for close friends and family.
Each booking will have its own dedicated
event coordinator to assist with all
arrangements from the menu to the drinks
list and the entertainment.

CORPORATE EVENTS
& MEETINGS

From small business meetings to award
ceremonies and product launches, Hanbury
Manor is able to accommodate all with style
and elegance. Every meeting room has
been updated with innovative technology
such as Clevertouch Screens, Smart Write
on Walls and ClickShare connectivity.
The multi-functional spaces incorporate
break-out areas for networking and relaxation.

booking it
For more information on Hanbury Manor’s packages, or to speak with someone from the wedding planning team, call 01920 487 722
or email hanburymanor.events@marriotthotels.co.uk
HanburyManor
@hanburyManor
@HanburyManorMarriott
72
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Town and country
Have a personalised big day at Forty Hall Estate

A

n idyllic bolthole on the outskirts of
London, Forty Hall Estate is a perfect
wedding venue for couples looking
for a countryside setting within close reach of
the capital. As well as a stunning backdrop, the
beautiful estate offers a wide selection of spaces
to choose from when curating your special day,
leaving you and your beloved spoilt for choice.

SPOILT FOR CHOICE

Whether you are looking to hire a space
within the manor or the banqueting suite in
the adjacent coach house – or a combination
of both – the venue and its surrounds make
a spectacular setting for your special day
and wedding album of memories. The Hall
is licenced to hold ceremonies for up to 90
guests and can accommodate 70 for a wedding
breakfast.You and your nearest and dearest can
then party the night away in the Long Gallery
& Inner Courtyard, with a 100 guest-capacity
for drinks receptions.You can hire the whole
building for your exclusive use or you can hire
selected areas of the Hall. The Long Gallery
is the largest space and for more intimate
weddings, there’s the Great Hall.

A BIT OF CHARACTER

The Jacobean Coach House, with its original
features and character, is a perfect reflection
of a unique couple. The photogenic landscaped
public gardens and lake make for truly
memorable wedding snaps, and you can even
have your ceremony in the Coach House as it’s
74

licensed for up to 200 guests and 60 guests
in the Garden Room. The Coach House
seats up to 180 people and up to 300 for
your evening reception.

CULTURED CUISINE

Forty Hall’s creative and delicious food is
complemented by exceptional wines. The
venue’s talented chefs will tailor the menu
to your tastes, ensuring that your wedding
breakfast is truly individual. The team understand
that their menus don’t suit all tastes and
cultures. However, they do have Caribbean,
African and vegan options available. The estate’s
chefs love nothing more than creating bespoke
menus for its wedding couples, so if you have a
dream of what food or drink you would have
on your special day, let the talented chefs and
events team know so that they can make your
dream a reality.
As well as a sophisticated reception meal, Forty
Hall Estate offers a selection of evening buffets
ranging from elegant finger buffets to more
substantial manapes: hearty canapes, such as
miniature fish and chips and tempura halloumi.
There’s even the possibility of adding an extra
course to your breakfast if you so wish.
Nonetheless, if you’d prefer a style of cuisine
that the team cannot offer, the venue has

packages available to dry-hire the Coach House,
offering kitchens suitable for all external caterers,
as well as use of the gardens and courtyard.

IT’LL BE YOUR DAY

Whichever package you and your partner
choose, you’ll be guided through the day by
Forty Hall Estate’s friendly wedding planners,
who have a wealth of experience to offer.
Attention to detail is essential at your wedding,
so helping to organise the extras are second
nature to them. They appreciate that every
couple wants their day to reflect their culture
or personality, and they will strive to ensure
that it does.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call 020 8363 4774, email info@fortyhall.co.uk or visit www.fortyhall.co.uk
to download a wedding brochure.
FortyHallBanquetingSuite
@Forty_Hall or @FortyHallBanq
@fortyhall
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FORRESTER PARK

Let us help you turn your wedding dreams into reality

Stunning venue ~ Welcoming staff ~ Great food
But don’t just take our word for it …
“The staff and Katie were
amazing throughout
the whole process”

“We couldn’t have wished
for a better venue to
hold our wedding”

“The professionalism of your team was second to none,
they were relaxed and attentive throughout”
“A truly wonderful venue with an amazing team”
Katie, our wedding co-ordinator, would love to hear from you!
Call her on 01621 891406 or email katie@forrester-park.co.uk

Forrester Park, Great Totham, nr Maldon, Essex CM9 8EA
www.forrester-park.co.uk/weddings

075_AB29.indd 1

“We’ll have no hesitation
in recommending
Forrester Park”

“A lovely carefree
wedding in a beautiful,
relaxed setting”

“The food was delicious, the staff friendly and
helpful and the venue was perfect”
“Went above and beyond to make our
wedding day so special”

08/08/2018 21:08

PLE
A
FORSE CA
AVA LAT LL
ILAB E
ILIT
Y

BBQ & BUFFET PACKAGE FOR 100 PEOPLE FOR 2018 FROM £4,295

WEEKEND
PACKAGE
60 daytime guests
60 evening guests
2018 - £6,545
2019 - £6,745

DE-LUXE WEEKEND

PACKAGE
60 daytime guests
60 evening guests
2018 - £8,595
2019 - £8,795

RI

50 daytime guests
50 evening guests
2018 - £6,750
2019 - £6,795

LAST MINUTE DELUXE PACKAGE DATES
CALL FOR LATE AVAILABILITY
BOOK TODAY FOR DISCOUNT ON YOUR WEDDING
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£65
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Ivy Hill Hotel
F I N D U S : M A R G A R E T T I N G,
CHELMSFORD CM4 0EH

076_AB29.indd 1

PACKAGE
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50 daytime guests
50 evening guests
2018 - £5,195
2019 - £5,395

DE-LUXE WEEKDAY

N

T

Call 01277 373828
for a Viewing

WEEKDAY
PACKAGE

A

B OO K N OW CA L L 01277 355111

sales@ivyhillhotel.co.uk
www.ivyhillhotel.co.uk

F O L LO W U S
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Sweet dreams

Whatever your

Great Hallingbury Manor’s
luxurious Bridal Suite is
complimentary to the bride and
the groom, so they can relax and
refresh at the end of the reception.
Meanwhile, guests can book
rooms at discounted prices,
starting from £65.

heart desires
Have the wedding of your dreams at Great Hallingbury Manor

A

traditional Tudor-style mansion
with a contemporary interior, Great
Hallingbury Manor offers couples
the best of two worlds for their wedding
day. The imposing façade, stable block and
stunning surrounding gardens give the venue
a real wow factor, whilst the contemporary
interior presents a truly blank canvas that
complements their chosen colour scheme or
wedding theme.
Nestled in the beautiful verdant countryside
on the border between Essex and
Hertfordshire, the AA-rated four-star hotel is
ideally located for guests travelling from afar.
It’s just a few minutes from Stansted Airport
and a short drive from Bishop’s Stortford.
The venue’s chefs have masterminded a range
of freshly prepared dishes and can tailor
menus to each wedding party’s dietary

requirements by using the finest ingredients,
including locally-sourced produce.
Meanwhile, its dedicated staff are on hand to
provide outstanding service and care to ensure
that your big day is as special as you imagined
it would be.
From the moment you and your partner
say yes to Great Hallingbury Manor as your
wedding venue, you’ll be in safe hands.
The hotel’s exceptional events team will ensure
that your every need is fulfilled. As experts
in the industry, they have recommended
suppliers, endless special-occasion ideas and
great function-planning experience: all of
which will help you make your wedding day
your day to remember forever. Whether you’re
planning an intimate relaxing day or grandscale affair, the Great Hallingbury Manor
team are on hand to make it special.

BOOKING IT
For more information on Great
Hallingbury Manor’s big-day packages,
or to speak with someone from the
wedding planning team, call
01279 506 475 or email
events@greathallingburymanor.co.uk.
GreatHallingburyManor
@GHMhotel
@greathallingburymanor
78
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Photography courtesy of Sam and Louise www.samandlouise.co.uk,
Garvin Woollard www.reportagephotography.com, Stacey England
www.seweddingphotography.co.uk and Dean Robson
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A little bit country
Get wed in romantically rustic fashion at The Reid Rooms

N

estled in the heart of the Essex
countryside, The Reid Rooms offers a
romantic haven of peace and seclusion,
ideal for an intimate wedding celebration.
Originally built in 1810 as stables, the weatherboarded barn with charming exposed timber beams
and fittings has been converted into a venue with a
relaxed, cosy atmosphere for big days.

I DO

The Ceremony Room, with exposed timber
framework, provides an intimate and very special
setting for all civil ceremonies. The Ceremony
Room can accommodate up to 100 seated guests,
however, larger numbers can be accommodated
by having a combination of seated and standing
guests. All couples have a wedding rehearsal a few
days prior to the day of the wedding. This is an
opportunity to walk through the ceremony room
procedure and to discuss timings and details for
the day.
Couples wishing to hold their Wedding Ceremony
at The Reid Rooms will need to contact The
Essex Registration Service, Uttlesford District,
based in Saffron Walden, direct to arrange for
the Registrars to attend the venue and perform
the ceremony.
If you have your heart set on al-fresco vows, the
beautiful Meadow Pavilion offers couples the
opportunity to hold an open-air country wedding
within the legal requirements of the Essex County
Council Registration Service. The pavilion is
skilfully designed to blend into the fine open Essex
countryside situated on the banks of a river. In
keeping with the bucolic experience, guests are
transported to the Meadow Pavilion on decorated
tractors and trailers. After the ceremony, the couple
can even enjoy a romantic boat ride along the river.

JUST MARRIED

The Reid Rooms offers couples a linked series of
rooms surrounding a landscaped courtyard. This
80

gives great flexibility, allowing guests to move
around the courtyard, gardens, function rooms,
the lounge and the evening disco.
The attractive landscaped courtyard is sheltered
on three sides and provides views over the moat
and 15th century Marks Hall Farmhouse.
Tables and chairs, parasols and a minstrels’
gallery above provide a delightful setting for
drinks in fine weather.
Inside, subtle lighting complements the
atmosphere in the Dining Room, which
features fine oak and elm beams. It can seat
up to 120 guests, and up to 150 can be seated
if the Lounge is included. After the Wedding
Breakfast, the Lounge, complete with log
burning fire, and adjoining Conservatory, offer
a comfortable retreat for drinks and coffee in a
quiet, relaxed atmosphere. The Bar and Reception
Room provides a spacious area for reception
drinks in inclement weather and a dance floor
for evening entertainment.

A WARM WELCOME

Since opening in 1996, The Reid Rooms has
hosted over 1,500 weddings and is able to offer
flexibility – as well as assistance – based upon
the events team’s many years of experience.
You may provide your own drinks for both the
reception and during the wedding breakfast
with no service charge or corkage fee. The
venue has a fully equipped kitchen and will be
happy to provide details of regularly used
caterers and suppliers for every aspect of your
function. It’s fully licensed, and a staffed
bar for the evening reception is provided.
Up to 20 guests can stay in the overnight
accommodation at Marks Hall Farmhouse on
the night of the wedding. Marks Hall
Farmhouse is situated just a few yards from
The Reid Rooms, and includes a beautifully
decorated bridal suite, where the bride can also
get ready on the morning of the wedding.

HOW TO BOOK

For more information on Reid Rooms’
big-day packages, or to speak with someone
from the wedding planning team,
call 01245 231 800, email
weddings@thereidrooms.co.uk or
visit www.thereidrooms.co.uk.
thereidrooms
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John Thompson of Pure Image Photography

“It was without doubt the best
day of our lives and we owe it
to you. The attention to detail
and service you provided was
second to none.”
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Planned to perfection
Orsett Hall has every aspect of your dream wedding covered

I

magine holding your wedding day in the peace
and serenity of your own private country
house, with exquisite personalised service
– you can have all of this at Orsett Hall. The
beautiful Georgian-style hotel is set in 12 acres
of landscaped gardens in the Essex countryside,
within easy reach of the M25 and just 40 minutes
from central London. More than just a beautiful
setting, Orsett Hall also has exceptional facilities
and a talented events team that will ensure your
big-day memories last forever.

ALL UNDER ONE ROOF
Orsett Hall has been looking after brides and
grooms on their special day for more than 30
years and offers every luxury you can imagine in
one location. With its superb facilities including
five opulent bridal suites, spacious banqueting
rooms for 30 to 400 guests – including the freshly
renovated Whitmore Suite, 56 lavish bedrooms,
a stunning state-of-the-art spa, a garden brasserie
and the relaxing Café Sartoria, Orsett Hall has
everything needed for that special day. Its rustically
furnished wedding chapel is fully licenced and
awash with flowers, complete a beautiful viewing
gallery for a truly romantic setting. The hotel’s four

Orsett Hall in a nutshell
 Fully licensed for civil ceremonies
 Capacity for up to 400 guests
 On-site spa, hair salon and bridal boutique
 Exceptional wedding coordinators
function suites are licensed for civil ceremonies
and ideal for weddings of all sizes, with each one
having its own stunning surroundings for those
essential big-day snaps.

EVERY LITTLE DETAIL
From the moment you visit Orsett Hall,
the dedicated wedding coordinators will offer
a one-on-one personal service taking you
through to the big day. Planning meetings are
held regularly. Members of the events team are
always on hand, via telephone or email, to
answer any questions that come up, however
big or small. They’ll be with you every step
of the way at the wedding, ensuring that your
dream day runs smoothly and that you can
concentrate on making memories that’ll
last a lifetime.

ADDED EXTRAS
As well as first-class wedding planning, Orsett Hall
has many on-site supplier facilities that will ease
the organising of your special day, including
a hair salon, florist and décor studio and classic car
showroom. The venue’s delightful on-site bridal
shop, Pasha Bridal Boutique, sells a selection of
bridal gowns from labels such as Alexia, Aurora,
Colet, Jolies, Mori Lee and Ronald Joyce, as well
as mother-of-the-bride outfits, groom suiting,
shoes, jewellery and gifts from homeware and
lifestyle brands such as Culinary Concepts and
Katie Loxton.

FOOD GLORIOUS FOOD
The style of cooking at Orsett Hall is traditionally
English, but the chefs are very accommodating
if the bride and groom have special requests.
The team can supply flexible catering options
that allow couples to decide on every detail
of their wedding breakfast, including a prewedding tasting.

IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU

The team at Orsett Hall knows that your wedding
is all about you and your partner’s personalities,
traditions, heritage and culture and understand
that some couples wish to use their own caterers
and that it’s often difficult to find a venue that
allows this, it’s part of our customer service to
acknowledge this, and for this reason, the hotel has
put together a venue-only package. Orsett Hall has
partnerships with self-catering experts and local
suppliers, and together they will discuss the happy
couple’s needs, to help create that magical day,
whatever their cultural background or religion.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
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PRICES:
Ceremonies from £200
Wedding Packages from £995
Bespoke packages also available
SIZE:
Ceremonies from 6 to 820 guests
Wedding Breakfast sit down up to 300 guests
Wedding Evening Reception from 6 to1000 guests
For a Wedding with a diﬀerence, the
Princes Theatre is unique and makes
the ideal venue. From traditional &
sophisticated to dramatic & theatrical
the Princes Theatre oﬀers packages
to suit all types.
Telephone our wedding Co-ordinator to
arrange a viewing – 01255 686026
@PrincesWeddings /
PrincesTheatreWeddings
weddings@tendringdc.gov.uk
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Something old, something new
Swynford Manor is a venue that reflects the past,
the present and your future

S

ituated just across the Cambridgeshire
border amidst picturesque countryside,
Swynford Manor is a bold and beautiful
manor-house wedding venue. Combining
striking period decor and chic modernity, it’s
a truly original place to marry and spend your
special day. Offering style and sophistication,
this delightful venue is exclusively yours for the
duration of your celebrations, providing you with
a breath-taking setting in which your guests can
celebrate, enjoy mouth-watering food and drink,
and relax in the utmost comfort.
Swynford Manor boasts a rich history, which can
be seen in the house’s impressive architecture.
With many notable guests and a horse-racing
legacy, the venue has retained aspects of its past,
while combining it with a glamorous, modern
style. With striking black-and-white décor,
luxurious furnishings, and wonderfully decadent
features, it simply exudes elegance and grandeur.
The venue offers a choice of spectacular settings

86

for you and your partner to say ‘I do.’ The Study
is an elegant and light-filled space, home to a
chic décor and space for up to 100 guests. You
can also exchange your vows in the magnificent
Garden Room, or even take the celebrations
outdoors under the impressive pergola. With the
garden path as your aisle and the surrounding
trees providing a peaceful and secluded
atmosphere, it’s the perfect spot to tie the knot.
When it comes to your wedding breakfast and
reception, the Garden Room is the ideal setting,
combining elegant décor, full-length windows
and a glass roof that fills the spacious room
with sunlight. It all makes for an unforgettable
setting to enjoy a delectable wedding breakfast,
prepared by the venue’s expert team of inhouse chefs. Guests can enjoy a dance on the
chequerboard dance floor or mingle in the
elegant bar and lounge just a few steps away.
Perhaps the most spectacular aspect of
this magnificent venue is the luxurious
accommodation. Boasting
a huge bed, a stunning
copper bath and a
separate dressing area, the
honeymoon suite offers
the utmost level of comfort
and opulence for you to
enjoy during and after
your wedding day.
Your friends and family
can revel in the same
standard of luxury
too, with 12 boutique
bedrooms available.

HOW TO BOOK

For more information on Swynford Manor,
call 01638 592609, email
weddings@swynfordmanor.com or visit
www.swynfordmanor.com
swynfordmanor
@SwynfordManor
@swynfordmanor
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......the perfect place to say ‘I do’
A luxurious country house hotel, built around a
magnificent mansion dating back to 1448 and now
a Grade 1 listed building.
Hintlesham Hall is widely recognised as one of the most
prestigious and romantic wedding venues in Suffolk and has
everything you require for your perfect day.
Every wedding is unique and our experienced Events Team
will passionately work with you from your initial enquiry
to the day itself to create your dream wedding.
Coupled with the Hall’s reputation for excellent food,
friendly and attentive service, luxury surroundings and
memorable photo opportunities, all blend together to
ensure you have a truly special day.
We offer a flexible range of Wedding Packages including
Exclusive Use of the Hall.
Book an appointment to tour this beautiful wedding venue
with Tracy or Julie to discuss your personal requirements.

Call us today on 01473 652334 or contact
tracy.carter@hintleshamhall.com

087_AB29.indd 1

Special Wedding
Offers available
until the end
of March 2019

www.hintleshamhall.com
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Venues

A breath of fresh air
Marry amidst the enchanting gardens of Gaynes Park

F

rom the moment you set foot in the
exquisite grounds of Gaynes Park, you
know that you’re in for something
special. Surrounded by rolling Essex countryside
on all sides, and the iconic London skyline on
the horizon, this breath-taking barn venue will
provide everything you need and more for a
truly unforgettable day.

GET SETTLED

The venue’s charming Apple Loft Cottage is the
ideal spot for you and your loved ones to spend
some quality time together and prepare before
the ceremony. From here, you’ll even be able to
catch a glimpse of your guests arriving as they
pull up the impressive drive.

THE WEDDING MARCH

Gaynes Park’s aisle is a wonderful addition to
the venue for bridal parties.You can make your
way along the Long Walk, through colourful
flower beds, to the Walled Gardens in the
company of your bridesmaids. There, you can
take a few moments to take stock, savour the
moment and compose yourself before taking
those final few steps towards waiting friends

and family. These quiet few moments are some
of the most cherished of any wedding, but
especially here.

SPOILT FOR CHOICE

This delightful venue offers a choice of locations
for your ceremony, each as enchanting as the
last. The Orangery – which is full of light and
stands proud amongst the gardens – could
work as the setting for an outdoor blessing or
humanist ceremony, as well as traditional vows.
For something a little different, the open-sided
Gather Barn comes with plenty of character
and allows you and your guests enjoy the fresh
air while you say ‘I do.’ The wealth of incredible
backdrops and remarkable views really makes
Gaynes Park stand out as a wedding setting.
Wander through the gardens or enchanting
woodland in the estate and capture some truly
amazing shots with your photographer.

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER

Fine wining and dining is the perfect way to
celebrate, and Galloping Gourmet – Gaynes
Park’s expert in-house caterers – will create
an incredible menu that’s tailored specially to
your requirements. Enter the Mill Barn
to rapturous applause and share a
mouth-watering wedding breakfast
with your loved ones. Bring your
evening reception to life too, with a
sizzling American barbecue, exciting
wok food or wood-fired pizzas, all

cooked fresh for your guests underneath the
Gather Barn.
You’ll find comfort and luxury just a few steps
away when you celebrate at Gaynes Park, with
the Coach House offering the perfect place to
spend the night for you and your nearest and
dearest. This stylish and inviting building even
comes with a relaxing lounge and breakfast
room, so you can keep the festivities going
through to the following morning.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
To find out more about this magical wedding venue in Essex, visit their website at
www.gaynespark.co.uk or call them on 01992 660329.
GaynesPark
@gaynespark
@gaynespark
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Venues

The fairway of love
Marry amidst the greenery of Rivenhall Oaks Pavilion

F

or a wedding day to remember,
Rivenhall Oaks Pavilion in Witham
offers the perfect setting. Whether
you want a traditional wedding or a day with
a difference, the Oaks Pavilion team have the
flexibility for an intimate wedding or larger scale
celebration for all of your family and friends.

OUR STORY

Rivenhall Oaks was established in 1992 by the
Brice family, who continue to own and run
the business. They converted arable land into
the first nine-hole course called The Oaks,
which was operated from a small cabin. In
2003 The Acorns course, floodlit driving range
and clubhouse were built, creating a familyfriendly golf centre. It remains a welcoming
clubhouse, providing the perfect space to relax
and socialise.
A major expansion project was completed in
2017 with the addition of a stunning function
suite, called the Oaks Pavilion, offering a
beautiful venue for weddings and private events.

CEREMONY, BREAKFAST &
AFTERNOON RECEPTION

The Oaks Pavilion venue space comes with its
own entrance and facilities, offering you and
your guests the utmost privacy on this truly
special day. There’s a spacious terrace where
guests can enjoy champagne and a canape
reception, or just take in the exceptional views
of the golf course.
The experienced team of event organisers and

chefs work together to ensure a personal and
exclusive wedding menu, tailored to your needs.
To ensure the highest standards, all of the food is
freshly prepared, using locally sourced produce.
No request is too big or too small. The venue
has been designed to enable weddings of all sizes
to run smoothly and efficiently. Rivenhall Oaks
Pavilion has a civil ceremony licence for up to
140 guests, while the private reception area is
large enough to accommodate up to 200 people.
However, the space can be sectioned off with
subtle room dividers to give a more intimate feel
for wedding celebrations of 60 guests or less.

EVENING RECEPTION

The venue has a whole range of facilities and
entertainment options available to help you and
your partner to continue your big-day festivities
into the evening. The stylish bar in the function
suite is opened exclusively for you and your guests
to enjoy a wide range of spirits, beers, prosecco,
cocktails and champagne. There’s also a large
variety of food options for you to choose from:
whether you want an evening buffet, hog roast or
modern street food, there’ll be plenty of dining
choices to sustain your guests into the night.
Whether or not you choose to use the resident
DJ – who never disappoints – Rivenhall Oaks
Pavilion offers complete freedom when it comes
to entertainment. This allows you to arrange your
own entertainment, whether it’s a live band, photo
booth or even a magician. However, the Rivenhall
Oaks team are happy to take the stress out of your
day and organise the fun for you.

MAKING IT YOURS

All of Rivenhall’s wedding packages can be
tailor made to your exact requirements and
the venue’s recommended suppliers list has
been carefully compiled to offer you reliable
and flexible local companies for all the wedding
extras you need.
booking it
Call 01376 510 222, email info@rivenhalloaksgolf.com or visit
www.rivenhalloaksgolf.com for more information.
rivenhalloaksgolf
@rivenhalloaksgc
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Venues

In
a
world
of your own
Go totally bespoke with a big-day at Crowne Plaza
Resort Colchester – Five Lakes

N

estled in 320 acres of lush, rolling
parkland, near the coastal Essex
town of Maldon, the idyllic Crowne
Plaza Resort Colchester – Five Lakes makes
for an elegant and versatile wedding venue.
Licensed for civil marriages and partnerships,
as well as blessings under its pagoda, the
hotel has a choice of 18 function rooms and
suites for you and your partner to celebrate
your special day.

ONE VENUE FITS ALL

Whether you want an intimate affair with
seating for a handful of nearest and dearest,
or an extravagant reception with private
bars and a dancefloor for an extensive
guest list, the venue can accommodate your
needs: there’s capacity for anything from
two to 2,500 guests. The Mersea Suite has
a fresh ambience that’s certain to wow;
let everyone mingle at the bar,
or alternatively, the doors can
be thrown open to offer fresh
air and spectacular views on the
terrace. There’s also the light
and airy Rushley Suite, with its
own bar, dancefloor and balcony
overlooking the golf course.
Crowne Plaza Resort Colchester –
Five Lakes also boasts experienced
wedding coordinators, who will
take care of your every need,
ensuring that you’re free to enjoy
your big day in one of the best
wedding venues near Colchester.

RESPECTING TRADITION
For many brides and grooms,
what’s important to them is to
make their wedding day their
own. From upholding the customs
92

of ancestors to incorporating elements of
cultural heritage into the day, being true
to their background is often incredibly
important for all involved. Infusing your own
traditions into your ceremony can turn a
wonderful event into a truly remarkable
wedding, which is why the Crowne Plaza
Resort Colchester team is on hand to help
you tailor every aspect of your special day
to suit your preferences. From decorative
elements to specialist ceremonies, the
venue’s wedding coordinators are here
to help you get everything just right. Feel
free to ask your wedding coordinator for
advice on specialist suppliers and technicians
or talk to the chefs about your catering
requirements. After all, it’s your big day and
it should be nothing less than perfect.

A WARM WELCOME

Crowne Plaza Resort Colchester – Five
Lakes is the perfect place to bring people
together. With on-site spa and leisure
facilities, two 18-hole golf courses, 194
luxurious bedrooms and 500 parking
spaces, it has everything needed to
accommodate and entertain your guests
when they arrive to mark your big day.

TAILORED TO YOU

The venue’s wedding packages are tailored
to suit you and your partner’s individual
needs while offering affordable solutions to
achieve everything you want. Packages are
available from £60 a head, and you’ll never
be charged for elements you’d rather not
have included.
Get in touch with the team to discuss the
all-inclusive and late-availability offers and
secure your dream wedding day at a price
you can afford.

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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Photography and set-up is courtesy of Happy Days
Photography www.happydaysphoto.co.uk, Tom Archer
Photography www.tomarcherphoto.co.uk, and
We Do Wedding Hire www.wedoweddinghire.co.uk

BE OUR GUEST

As well as its extraordinary setting, function
suites and facilities, Crowne Plaza Resort
Colchester – Five Lakes is renowned for its firstclass, dedicated wedding team. We speak to the
venue’s newest wedding coordinator, Cherryl
Harwood about what help couples can enjoy
when planning their big day at the hotel

What was your background in events
planning prior to arriving at Crowne
Plaza Colchester?

I’ve worked in the wedding and events industry
for the last three years. However, prior to this I
owned a small guesthouse for 14 years, catering
for around 30 guests at a time and hosting
internal events. I’ve been in the hospitality
industry for nearly 20 years.

How much time do you spend with
couples once they’ve booked the hotel as
their venue?

This will depend on the couple, but initially I plan
three to four meetings with them throughout
their journey with us, as well as look after
them on their special day. Each time we meet,
I’m happy to run through how the day will go,
so that by the time the wedding date arrives,
both bride and groom aren’t feeling anxious or
worried about the itinerary.

What can a couple do to really make a
Crowne Plaza wedding their own?

Each couple I speak to will advise me of their
ideas and specific requests for the day, which we
will work together to incorporate into the plan.
We have specialist suppliers that work closely

with us to ensure all colour and designs are
personal to each couple.

How easy is it for Crowne Plaza to
accommodate a wedding with lots of
bespoke details?

Although we have packages in place, we look to
make every wedding individual to each couple –
after all, it is their special day!

How do you help couples that are
overwhelmed with choice?

For couples that need extra help with all the
choices, I will run through a typical day to
establish a classic package that can be added
to through their journey with us.

Is there a package that’s most popular?
We offer packages with such flexibility that
they’re bespoke to every couple that we
look after.

What’s the most important piece of advice
you give couples before the wedding?
All the planning has been done, so relax and
enjoy your day!

If you could also give your top three
tips for brides/couples to stay on top of
their wedding planning, that would be
great too.

I’d say, firstly, you need to list the elements
that are important to you both to ensure you
remember and make a point to include them.
Next, make a list the people that are important
to your celebration and where they will fit on
the day. Finally, you must ensure
that you yourself and your
partner enough time to organise
the occasion by doing something
either monthly, weekly, daily
depending on your timeframe.
Leaving it all until the last minute
will just create a higher level
of stress.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Call 0871 423 4821 or visit www.cpcolchester.co.uk to download
a wedding brochure.
CPColchester
@CPColchester
@crowneplazafivelakes
autumn 2018
Crowne Plaza.indd 93
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Near Colchester, Essex CO5 9US
01206 330784 www.layermarneytowerweddings.co.uk
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Hertfordshire’s Hidden Gem
For the first time in the Park’s long history it is now available for private hire, meaning
that your special day would truly be an exclusive experience for you and your guests.
Discover North Mymms Park: www.northmymms.co.uk
To request a viewing with Ella or Sarah please call:
01707 629777 or email info@northmymms.co.uk

l
l
l
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THE LAWN
ROC H FORD

TO DISCOVER MORE ABOUT THIS BEAUTIFUL VENUE, LATE AVAILABILITY
OFFERS AND SURPRISINGLY AFFORDABLE TAILOR-MADE PACKAGES,
PLEASE VISIT WWW.THELAWN.CO.UK OR CALL 01702 203669 / 203701.
HALL ROAD | ROCHFORD | ESSEX, SS4 1PL
www.facebook.com/thelawnessex
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Entertainment

Lights,
compere,
action!
Melissa from Mr H Productions reveals what makes this
event and entertainment company the perfect choice for
couples who want a truly dynamic wedding day
What live music options do you
offer for receptions?
Mr H Productions offers music and live options
for any part of the day: ceremony, drinks
reception, wedding breakfast and evening
reception, as well as specialist acts. Options
include DJs, saxophonists, violinists, jazz bands,
string quartets, pianists, guitarists, acoustic
duos, percussionists, singers, harpists,
tribute acts, showbands, circus acts,
magicians, balloon artists, dancers,
hula acts and much more! All of the
artists are international and elite.

to view all lighting options, as well as
live artists and additional elements.The
second meeting – following booking
confirmation and falling three to four
months prior to the wedding date – is
for going through finer details such as
timings, musical genre and other preferences such
as first dance, bouquet throwing, finale
music and the compere schedule,
should they select this option.

curtain and silver-rain backdrop, colour-synced
poseur tables, busker pitch and backdrop,
moonstage (white opaque colour-synced staging),
tranzstage (transparent colour-synced staging)
Do you offer wedding
and hex pods (hexagon-shaped stage pods for
packages as well as
live performers), as well as many lighting variations
individual services?
Mr H offers a bespoke service to consider. In fact, the range of different lighting
styles available from Mr H is probably more
and therefore all elements
diverse than you will find anywhere else.
are individually price, however
discounts can be applied on
Are there any particular services that
bundles especially when combined
you’ve found are most popular with
with live artists.
wedding clients?
Our unique backdrops – complemented with
Can you outline the different effects,
transparent staging, fantastic live acts and Mr
staging, lighting, flooring and décor
H DJs all contribute to an amazing reception
add-ons you offer?
party experience.
We have an extensive range of production
equipment to suit all budgets, venues and
What makes Mr H stand out against
themes. We can supply traditional style options
other entertainment and event
such as a white LED sparkly backdrop, white
wedding suppliers?
LED starlit dancefloor, jumbo mirrorballs, black
We take pride in listening to client’s needs,
staging, cocktail poseur tables, haze and lasers,
providing flexible options for entertainment and
stage and atmospheric lighting as well as some
paying attention to detail with a personal touch
fantastic original options, such as our illuminated
throughout the lead up to their big day.
contemporary DJ box, open-plan DJ desks, rain

“We take
pride in
listening to
our client’s
needs”

What role does the
informal compere take at
the wedding?
Mr H first introduced the fashionable
alternative to a traditional toastmaster more
than 15 years ago.The company wanted to
provide its trendy clients with a more relaxed
approach to event management, they named
this role ‘the informal compere’.Typically dressed
in black tie, they’ll be at your venue prior to
the wedding guests’ arrival, assist in organisation
of the afternoon, arrange the receiving line if
required, arrange a grand musical entrance
to your wedding breakfast and announce
important elements, such as speeches and cake
cutting in a structured yet light-hearted fashion.
Can couples work with DJs in the
lead up to the big day to create
playlists that they’re happy with?
As a standard, we’ll schedule two meetings with
clients.The first offers them the opportunity
100
Mr H.indd 100

For more than 25 years, Mr H has provided a professional and personal service, as
well as guidance and support in coordinating any kind of special day celebration. For
more details on services and bookings, go to www.mrhproductions.co.uk
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H

Hever Hotel is a stunning country venue situated in the beautiful village of Hever.
Our Hotel has a lovely Tudor style feel with characteristic buildings and cosy
accommodation. On arrival you will be met by our attentive team and dedicated
Wedding coordinator, who will look after your every requirement.

When it comes to food we definitely have that covered with a team of excellent chefs,
extensive wine list and menus, using the best of the local ingredients.
Hever Hotel has three great suites, ideal for wedding ceremonies and receptions.
We can cater for 40 to 140 guests. Our latest addition, the Hever suite is surrounded
by large French windows looking out onto the grounds of Hever. It has its very own
built in dancefloor and dedicated drinks reception area called Piccadilly.
We have two fantastic wedding packages, ranging from £50 to £80 per head.
Your wedding can take place in one venue, indoors or outdoors!
Hever Hotel | Hever Road | Hever | TN8 7NP | 01732 700700 |
Weddings@heverhotel.co.uk

COME AND VISIT US:

Sunday 7th October
Open day hours: 11am - 3pm

Sunday 18th November
Wedding fair hours: 10.30am - 2.30pm

Thursday 13th September
Wedding fair hours: 10.30am - 2.30pm

LUXURIOUS ROOMS | GYM & POOL | WEDDINGS

 SEA SIDE HOTEL VENUE
 NEWLY REFURBISHED
 OUTDOOR CEREMONIES
 BALLROOM SEATING 120 PAX
 LICENSED FOR CIVIL CEREMONY
 MOET & CHANDON BAR
 GREAT OFFERS FOR LATE
AVAILABILITY FOR 2019
 ONSITE ACCOMMODATION

MOËT & CHANDON BAR | DINING

CALL 01303 267441 TO BOOK OUR VENUE
WWW.HYTHEIMPERIAL.CO.UK
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Photography

Making
moments

last forever
NN

Peter Carruthers of Carruthers and Hobbs
Photography talks about candid snaps,
feeling the big-day buzz and the importance
of feeling comfortable in front of the camera
“Kerri and I have always enjoyed photographing people – both relaxed
posed portraits and candid photographs – and this approach naturally
lends itself to wedding photography.
“As a husband-and-wife team, we love the excitement and buzz of a
wedding. Each one is unique, so we aim to capture the atmosphere of the
occasion and tell the story of the day. It’s important for us to be in the
right place at the right time to photograph all the candid moments that
make that particular wedding day special. We also enjoy taking natural,
unhurried portraits of the bride and groom, as well as taking the perfect
group photograph.
“The advice we’d give couples choosing a wedding photographer is to
make sure that you feel completely comfortable with them. After all,
they’re going to spend the whole day with you and your family so you’ll
want to make sure they’ll fit in! Your chosen photographer’s style needs to
reflect how you’d like your big day to be remembered – these memories
will last a lifetime. There’s no point choosing a photographer that
concentrates on highly-posed shots if you want your wedding album to be
a relaxed, documentary style coverage of the day.”

For more information on services and bookings, visit www.carruthersandhobbs.co.uk
104
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Studio1
PhotograPhy

Studio1 Photography – for an all-inclusive premium package that
includes everything you could imagine and more at a standard price!
- unlimited
photography
- Free engagement
shoot
- Special surprise
FREE gift

info@studio1photo.co.uk | 01277 532808/07958 224507
www.studio1photo.co.uk
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Beautiful timeless photos
filled with fun, laughter and love
07970128077
emmahallphotography@outlook.com
www.emmahallphotography.com

A husband and wife team, providing relaxed and natural
photography / video unique to you.

106_AB29.indd 1
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CONTACT US:
W: WWW.LANDLPHOTOGRAPHYVIDEO.CO.UK
E: LANDLPHOTOGRAPHYVIDEO@GMAIL.COM
T: 07732181365
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Essex Wedding Awards

The
Essex
Wedding Awards 2019

FF

It’s time to enter The Essex Wedding Awards!

W

e’re delighted to announce that the
2019 Essex Wedding Awards are
now open for entries. Earlier than
ever, we’ve already started receiving some really
excellent entries, from both new companies
and very familiar names. And this year, it could
be you!

How to enter

If you’re a wedding supplier, based in Essex
and think that your business deserves
recognition for all its hard work, then please do
consider entering. The process is simple: just
visit our website (www.essexweddingawards.
co.uk) select the category (or categories) of

interest, then write your submission based on
the pre-written criteria you’ll find there. Your
entry will be acknowledged upon receipt. The
final closing date is 17th October 2018.
Every year, we receive letters and emails
from companies whose business and brand
has grown significantly as a direct result
of becoming a finalist or winner and, by
November 2018, you too could be the proud
owner of one of our coveted Pink Hearts!
We’re proud to again be hosting our awards
evening at Orsett Hall Hotel, which will
be hosting and providing reception drinks,
canapes and a three-course dining experience

for our black-tie event, which is set to take
place on the evening of 29th November.
Thanks also go to Scarlett Heart Weddings &
Events, which will be providing splendid
room décor for our next event too.
Over the course of the coming year, we’ll
continue to bring you lots of news, views,
tips and opportunities to find out more, so
don’t forget to follow us on Facebook
(Essex Wedding Awards), or on Twitter
(@karinallfree) and, if you’d like to ensure
that you receive our regular entry updates
and information about our next
winners and finalists, simply email
chris@brilliantmarketingsolutions.net,
writing ‘EWA Updates – Opt in.’
The Essex Wedding Awards are supported
by Essex County Council, Southend-on-Sea
Borough Council and Thurrock Council.
Our sole media partner is Main Event
Wedding Shows Ltd, publisher of Absolute
Bridal magazine. For all enquiries, please
contact the Essex Wedding Awards team
on 01622 474011.
If you’re an engaged couple looking to
find your perfect suppliers for your most
important day, then please make sure to visit
our website to access some of the best
wedding supplier in the county.
Go to www.essexweddingawards.co.uk
and get one step closer to making your
wedding-day dreams come true!

The Essex Wedding Awards are supported by Essex County Council, Southend-on-Sea Borough Council and
Thurrock Council, and sponsored by Greenwoods Hotel & Spa. Our sole media partner is Main Event Wedding Shows Ltd,
publisher of Absolute Bridal magazine. For all enquiries, please contact the Essex Wedding Awards team on 01622 474011
108
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Wedding photography is more than
just images of a single day. It’s the
telling of your love story, the
celebration of you as a couple and
the memories you have built
together and will continue to build.
If you are looking for someone to
capture your wedding memories in
a beautiful, relaxed and natural
style, then we would love to hear
from you.
Amanda & Hutch
x
www.amandakarenphotography.co.uk
ww
hello@amandakarenphotography.co.uk
07491 664451

07841565053
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Happy Days P hotography are focused on providing quality and excellence.
We don’t work for you on your wedding day, we work with you before, during
and after to create stunning memories and priceless family heirlooms
to be treasured for generations to come.
Offering full day coverage, 2 photographers and the option of
an LED Cube Photobooth, packages are completely bespoke
to suit your budget and vision.
Call 01206 617181 or E-Mail info@happydaysphoto.co.uk
to arrange a no obligation consultation.
We will offer a no obligation FREE ENGAGEMENT PHOTOSHOOT
to ALL couples who have a consultation.
@HappydaysphotoUK
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“It’s not just a photo but an
everlasting memory”

Included in every wedding, a screening of your photographs taken
from the day so far, shown after your wedding breakfast on our TV.
A great way to involve your evening guests!

enquiries@eleven11photography.co.uk

www.eleven11photography.co.uk
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Honeymoons

Spanish serenity
The picturesque Shanti-Som retreat is the ideal
destination for health-conscious newlyweds

D

o you and your other half fancy
an activity-packed Thai retreat for
your honeymoon, but can’t deal
with the air fares and 12-hour flight time?
Why not opt for Shanti-Som Holistic &
Wellbeing Retreat: a delightful little slice
of south-east Asia in the hills 20 minutes
north of Marbella.
Escape after the matrimonial mayhem
and indulge in all things healthy and
peaceful in the comfort of the modern
14-bedroom boutique hotel. Stepping
inside is like entering another world. Its
modern Spanish styling – complete with
high, beamed ceilings and thatched
roof-tops – is accented with an Eastern
spirituality and calm, aided by tinkling
water and several giant Buddha
sculptures. Rather than being jarring, this
merging of two continents and cultures
is delightfully welcoming and creates
a haven of peace for guests seeking to
recharge and relax.
Divided into five separate retreats: Yoga,
Pilates, Weight Loss, Detox and High
Intensity Fitness, this blissful enclave
offers a romantic yet practical spot for
couples who want a wellness minimoon
combining yoga, meditation and a variety
of therapies which bring together the
best of eastern and western wisdom.
You and your beloved can spend days
stretching and toning with yoga classes

in an outdoor studio overlooking the
Andalusian countryside, join guided
hikes or venture out on the route as a
pair and visiting the spa for rejuvenating
treatments, before ending the day
sipping cocktails and indulging in some
of the best traditional, nutritious Asian
and Middle Eastern fusion cuisine that
the hotel’s romantic al-fresco restaurant
has to offer.
The spa’s list of both healing therapies
and health and beauty treatments
is exhaustive, with popular options
including reiki healing, ayurveda
massages, oriental foot therapy and
Hydradermie facials.
Although the hotel offers a full yoga,
detox and weight loss programme, which
is at all guests’ disposal, the greater aim
of Shanti-Som is to allow guests time for
spiritual reflection, self-understanding
and ongoing personal development
through its unique, holistic
approach. The retreat
More
offers lifestyle
Andalusian
solutions that will
activities for
leave you and your
honeymooning
partner renewed,
health nuts
inspired and
✹ Fitness training
ready to make
✹ Road biking
the next step
✹
Horse riding
of your romantic
✹ Golf
journey together.

Other Spanish wellness
destinations



✹ SHA Wellness Clinic a luxury
health retreat on the Costa Blanca
www.shawellnessclinic.com
✹ Finca Cortesin is ideal for a
luxury golf, tennis and spa break
www.fincacortesin.com
✹ Font Santa Hotel & Spa an
adult-only getaway in Mallorca
www.fontsantahotel.com

Seven-night stays at Shanti-Som are available for from £1,175pp, based on two
sharing a Premium Room on a half-board basis, with return flights and airport
transfers (the nearest airport is Malaga). For more information on the retreat go
to www.shantisom.com. For further details and booking advice on Shanti-Som and
more wellness honeymoon inspo, visit www.healthyholidaycompany.co.uk
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Are you looking for A
bespoke Honeymoon,
Wedding AbroAd,
Co designed to ensure
tHAt it fits you botH
As A Couple.
i offer free personAlised
ConsultAtions At A time or
plACe Convenient to
you, by Appointment.

Phone to book a consultation

Tel: 07927 515996
Email: info@tinawingphotography.co.uk
Website: tinawingphotography.co.uk
tinawingphotography
tina_wing_photography
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Wow PhotoBooth

are a leading supplier of Magic
Mirror Photobooths across London, Greater London and surrounding
counties covering Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Essex, Hertfordshire,
Kent, Surrey and Sussex.
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All Package

Magic Mirror PhotoBooths are a must have for any wedding
reception, party, celebration. See friends and family Strike a pose
in front of the Magic Mirror booth laughing like children and smiling
from ear to ear, with a free photo to remember your special day.
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All our booths come with costume items to dress up - hats, glasses
and wigs and fitted with the latest printing technology and high
resolution digital cameras providing the highest quality available
- all from WOW PhotoBooth UK.
View our mirrors in action at

wowphotobooth.co.uk

T: 07419992533 E: Info@wowphotobooth.co.uk
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Capture Memories with
a Strictly Photobooth!
 Professional, Reliable and bespoke Photobooth
hire covering Essex and East Anglia.
 2 hour and 3 hour packages available
 Fun for everyone
 Packages include prints for you and your guest with
beautiful keepsake album and USB digital version
Contact us now to reserve your date with a low deposit.

www.strictlyphotobooth.co.uk
Email: info@strictlyphotobooth.co.uk Phone: 07834 815091
Find us on facebook.com/strictlyphotobooth
and Instagram @photoboothstrictly

The Wedding Photo Booth Experts
Officially the best of British!
WINNERs oF tHE BRItIsH WEddING AWARds 2015 & 2017 ‘sPEcIAl toucHEs’ cAtEGoRy

 Exclusive stylish white booths
 Memory book & unlimited prints included
 Premium design & personalisation as standard
 British wedding award winners 2015 & 2017
 Nationwide network offering FREE delivery & setup
 Fun props - Brand new for each hire
 Fully inclusive packages - No hidden charges
 Flexible payment terms - Including credit/debit card, direct debit plans & more

07513 156883
Email us! gb11@giggle-booth.co.uk
Facebook - Giggle Booth Essex and Hertfordshire
instagram.com/giggleboothessex
giggle-booth.co.uk/essex-hertfordshire
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Hen parties

High-end

hens

Skip the shots and say farewell
to your single years in style

Polo yolo

Named after the founding year of the Royal
County of Berkshire Polo Club, The 85 Club is the
exclusive pitch-side hospitality facility offering you
and your girls world-class service with the best
views of the world-famous polo match. The club’s
CEO, Jamie Morrison says, “Our first-class venue
in its idyllic setting will ensure your celebration is
original and memorable. The bride-to-be and her
party can enjoy modern-day polo, fine dining
in our stunning clubhouse or a
hospitality day at one of our
top six major Polo
matches, complete with
exclusive hire of our
bespoke marquee.”
The luxurious
hospitality package
– which comes in at
£330 each – includes
a welcome drink
reception, entrance to
the club and pitch-side
hospitality suite, unlimited
wine, beer and soft drinks,
complimentary parking, a three-course
lunch with specially selected wines, a full sweet and
savoury afternoon tea and, of course, a private
table no matter what your party number.
For more details, visit www.rcbpc.com

On-trend tea

Ideal for fashionista brides-to-be, The Berkeley’s
now-iconic Prêt-à-Portea adds an innovative
twist to the traditional English afternoon tea and
celebrates the latest catwalk trends each season.
Speaking about how the past season’s catwalks
influenced the current menu’s nibbles – which
range from a dainty Miu Miu swimsuit vanilla biscuit
to a floral Richard Quinn black forest gateau –
the hotel’s Head Pastry Chef, Mourad Khiat says,
“As chic as our sweet creations look, they must
taste delicious and we would never compromise
taste for design.”
Prêt-à-Portea is served at The Berkeley from
1.30pm to 5.30pm every day, with prices starting
at £52 per guest.
For reservations, go to www.the-berkeley.co.uk
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Rooftop zen

Taking yoga to new heights, The Berkeley has
launched a season of rooftop yoga classes in
collaboration with luxury athleisure brand, Silou
London. Running until 1st October, the five-star
hotel is offering intimate sun salutation sessions
for up to eight guests within the exclusivity of its
rooftop garden, complete with highly Instagramable
views across Hyde Park. Silou London’s co-founder
and yoga instructor, Phoebe Greenacre, will
take guests through a variety of sequences
in what is surely the capital’s ultimate
wellness experience.
The Friday and Saturday morning
sessions are priced at £65 per head,
but if you fancy indulging your hens in
the luxury yoga offering (£85 each)
you’ll get smoothies, re-energising
protein balls created by the hotel’s
pastry chefs, revitalising fruit platters
and half-day pool passes to enjoy a
refreshing dip together after
your workout.
To book, go to www.the-berkeley.co.uk

Schooled in sparkle

In celebration of the London station’s 150th
birthday, St Pancras Brasserie and Champagne
Bar by Searcys has unveiled a new look and
Champagne School, which will host open
masterclasses on fizz. However, sophisticated
hens can enjoy a truly luxe lesson in bubbles
by booking their own event. If you’re looking
for a package to kick off an evening of refined
celebration, there’s a Champagne pre-dinner
experience, priced at just £25 each for groups
of eight or more. Meanwhile, an exclusive
masterclass (£65 per person for groups of six
or more) offers a two-hour session of
Champagne and food pairings, which is ideal for
novices and wine buffs alike. Alternatively, you
can opt for a decadent five-course meal, with
Champagne and British sparkling wine pairings,
which comes to £120 a head.You can book the
private dining room, which has been reimagined
as a 12-seater tasting room, for an intimate
ladies-only soiree.
For bookings, visit www.stpancrasbysearcys.co.uk
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OVERSEAS WEDDING &
HONEYMOON SPECIALISTS
 TAILOR MADE HONEYMOONS WORLDWIDE
 EXCLUSIVE WEDDINGS ABROAD
 HEN/STAG PARTIES
 WEDDING PLANNING ASSISTANCE
 PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
 WEDDING GIFT LIST SERVICE

01234 348882
11 GOLDINGTON ROAD | BEDFORD | MK40 3JY
office@eagletravel.co.uk www.eagletravel.co.uk
MON-FRI 09.00 - 17.30 | SATURDAYS BY APPOINTMENT
AMPLE FREE PARKING AVAILABLE

Eagle Travel_FPA_AB29.indd 1
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Executive car service using premium branded vehicles
seating up to 6 passengers
For all your pre, post and wedding transfer needs
West Essex based and covering Essex, Hertfordshire,
North Kent and East London
Journey rates including half and full day hire
options available

Once upon a balloon make all your balloon dreams
come true. We work closely with our clients to ensure
every expectation is achieved and provide a stress free
experience. We pride ourselves on detail and all the
personal touches that we can add to your decor,
making your day one not to be forgotten.

Tel: 07467461454

Once upon a balloon

T: 01277 562324  E: bookings@carteret.ltd

www.carteret.ltd

T: 01376 583373 | M: 07749763154 | E: ian@nixons.uk.com
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LOOK AND FEEL GREAT
ON YOUR BIG DAY
WORK OUT IN
YOUR OWN
PRIVATE
STUDIO

WITH THE HELP OF YOUR

OWN PERSONAL TRAINER!
PERSONAL TRAINING PACKAGES

 ULTIMATE WEDDING FITNESS Package - 24 Sessions (8-12 weeks)
 WEDDING FITNESS IN A RUSH Package - 20 Sessions (4-6 weeks)
 BRIDE AND BRIDEGROOM Package - 24 Sessions (8-12 weeks)
 BRIDAL PARTY WORKOUT - £10 per person, per session

If you would like more information
or to make a booking, please
contact Scott Osborne

Phone: 07944 322828 / 01277 824091
Email: scott@sogetfitessex.co.uk

WWW.SOGETFITESSEX.CO.UK

Photo: Hannah Thipps Photography

At Butterfly Fit we aim to make
you look and feel good for your
special occasion. With our
12 week & 16 week packages
we can get you in the
best shape possible.

WE OFFER
✔ 12 WEEK PACKAGES
✔ 16 WEEK PACKAGES
✔ PARTNER PACKAGES
✔ SUPPORT PLANS
✔ DOCUMENTED JOURNEY
✔ PERSONALISED FOOD
PLANS BY KELLY SEPHTON

www.butterflyfit.co.uk
121_AB29.indd 1

hello@butterflyfit.co.uk
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Fashion
Amber cat-eye sunglasses, £45,
Oliver Bonas | www.oliverbonas.com

Navy scallop-edged swimsuit, £28, Dorothy
Perkins | www.dorothyperkins.com

Vacances straw clutch, £55,
Whistles | www.whistles.com

Lemonade sandals, £65, Dune |
www.dunelondon.com

statement
earrings

Tutti Frutti statement
earrings, £12, Accessorize |
uk.accessorize.com

♥ance
m
o
r
y
a
d
i
l
o
H
♥
Escaping to the sun for your honeymoon?
Fill your suitcase with some of
our best summer picks

Lonnae striped maxi
dress, £39, Accessorize |
uk.accessorize.com

White sunglasses, £110, Bimba Y
Lola | www.bimbaylola.com

Tropical paradise frill-sleeve bikini
top, £28, and matching briefs,
£16, House of Fraser |
www.hof.co.uk
Beaded kimono, £99, JD Williams |
www.jdwilliams.co.uk

Coral beach shorts, £9.99, New Look |
www.newlook.com/uk

evening
glamour

Strappy ring-back
swimsuit, £16, ASOS |
www.asos.com

Floral print jumpsuit,
£52, Lipsy |
www.next.co.uk/lipsy
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Embellished sliders, £49,
Faith at Debenhams |
www.debenhams.com

Penelope pompom
slider sandals,
£35, Accessorize |
uk.accessorize.com
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Tortoiseshell sunglasses, £16, River
Island | www.riverisland.com

Trellis swimsuit, £36, Floozie by
Frost French for Debenhams |
www.debenhams.com
Straw circle
crossbody bag, £175,
Rebecca Minkoff |
www.selfridges.com

daytripper
denim
Sasha scallop bikini top and briefs, £15
each, Accessorize | uk.accessorize.com
Short dungarees, £85,
Hush | www.hush-uk.com

Romana bikini top, £30, and briefs, £16,
Boux Avenue | www.bouxavenue.com

Floral print satin
bodycon maxi dress, £69,
Marks & Spencer |
www.marksandspencer.com

Colour-block pompom
earrings, £6, ASOS |
www.asos.com

Poolside
perfection

Label sliders, £65, Dune |
www.dunelondon.com

Beach to Beach zip-front bikini
top, £28, and matching highwaisted briefs, £18, JD Williams |
www.jdwilliams.co.uk

Raffia brim hat, £55, Bimba Y
Lola | www.bimbaylola.com
Flippy hem shorts,
£28, Lipsy |
www.next.co.uk/lipsy

Saba bikini top, £30, and high-waisted
briefs, £18, Boux Avenue |
www.bouxavenue.com

Lemon print cami,
£29, Monsoon |
uk.monsoon.co.uk

Betty embroidered
top, £39, Monsoon |
uk.monsoon.co.uk

travelfriendly
tote

Lucia wedge espadrille wedges, £125,
Whistles | www.whistles.com

Black net daisy blouse, £84,
Bimba Y Lola |
www.bimbaylola.com

Black-and-rose-gold flip
flops, £8, Boux Avenue |
www.bouxavenue.com

Fashion.indd 123

Cannes bag, £49, Hush |
www.hush-uk.co.uk
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A Pop Up Bar serving Prosecco and Gin
- anywhere, any time, any function.
Simply let us know what you want and
we will we do the rest.
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Leanne Horsman 07817 448 280
Laura Finn 07958 204 445
info@fizztonic.co.uk

www.fizztonic.co.uk
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LETTERHIRE.COM
bookings@letterhire.com
01553 611616

We supply 5ft light up letters & numbers
for weddings and events throughout the UK
The first impression sets the feeling for any
wedding or event and our 5ft light up letters
will certainly make a statement!
Mention “ABSOLUTE BRIDAL MAGAZINE”
when enquiring to receive an
exclusive discount
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Real Wedding

How carly
& tom said

“ I do”

Carly, 29 and Tom, 30 rang in the New
Year by marrying at Prested Hall

T

om and I met in Faces nightclub in Essex in March 2012. It
was actually the first night out in Essex for both of us with our
respective friends. We exchanged numbers and a week later Tom
took me on a date to Beach Blanket Babylon in Notting Hill, which was
local to him, but super posh for a good old northern lass like myself! I was
totally out of my comfort zone, but Tom was so cool and calm I didn’t feel
uncomfortable at any point. Nine months – and several drinks and dates –
later we moved in with each other.
On New Year’s Eve 2013, Tom asked me to marry him! It had been an
incredible year for us: we had started trying for a baby the February after our
first date, moved into a new apartment, both of us had got new jobs, had
a babymoon in the Maldives in the August and welcomed our son Ivan on
13th December. On the previous New Year’s Eve, we had decided to write
notes throughout the year of significant ‘happy moments’ to put in a happy
box. So, when we opened the happy box a year later, I was so excited, as you
can imagine. We had some laughter and a few tears as we reflected over the
fond memories all in this box. Then Tom said, “Oh wait, here’s the last one!” I
opened it and it said ‘Marry me?’ I burst into tears and obviously said yes! The
‘marry me?’ was something I’d said to him ever since we met, as I just always
knew I wanted to spend the rest of my life with this incredible human.

126

What attracted us to Prested Hall was that everything was under one roof
– we have family from all over the country and needed a base for them.
The grounds and driveway are beautiful, and it gave us a sense of having our
own secluded space for celebrating. The New Year’s Eve package was fabulous
value, tailored for all of our specific needs, including our catering options and
décor. The staff are amazing, especially Jill McGrath our wedding coordinator:
she was attentive, organised and an absolute star on the day. For us, Prested
Hall just ticked all the boxes for what we needed a venue to have.
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After getting engaged on New Year’s Eve, we thought it was a good fit
for the wedding too. Prested Hall’s NYE packages also made it so easy
for us to budget, arrange and tailor to our needs if we had it on that date.
Also, since we met we’ve had the most amazing New Year celebrations
together, so we wanted to share this date by throwing a big party for
everyone and really make a weekend of it all! As it fell on the New Year’s
bank holiday it meant people could stay over, relax and enjoy.
Stacey Loftus has been my best friend for more than 20 years, so she
was a natural choice for my maid of honour. She tried on a sequin
maxi number from the No.1 Jenny Packham collection at Debenhams,
which she looked and felt amazing in. I wanted her to be comfortable and
feel her absolute best, so it was the one! It also complemented my dress,
which was from the designer’s bridal line. Stacey also kindly gave a speech,
including a poem of our love story that she’d written. It was such a funny
but beautiful way to tell our story.
We had a DJ playing all ‘our’ songs, which means a lot of Motown
with some more current hits thrown in! Elvis was a key artist as
Tom’s late nan loved him. Can’t Help Falling in Love played while
I walked down the aisle and Love Me Tender was our first-dance
song. At midnight, we had fireworks! With it being New
Year’s Eve, we wanted to give our loved ones something
special and really start the year with a bang.
We were reassuringly nervous, but in a good way. It was
that feeling of “does this person really want to spend the
rest of their life with me and all of my flaws?” but deep down
knowing that nothing in the world makes as much sense as ‘us.’
What stood out most was the overwhelming sense of unity and
love; having both sides of our respective families in the same place
at the same time just felt right. It was the coming together of a group
of people; all sharing in the belief in us as a couple.
We had little reminders of Tom’s late nan dotted around the venue. We
both truly felt her presence and were glad to be able to share the day with
her in our own way. We were fortunate that my auntie and uncle could
still make the day, in their own way. My uncle Frank suffered a stroke
four month before the wedding, so couldn’t travel. Through the magic of
FaceTime, they were able to tune in. Tom also included him in his speech,
saying that the first time he met my uncle, Frank said to him (after a few
beers) “You look after her or I’ll look after you!” It’s a memory that has
always stuck ith him and Tom has more than looked after me.
Take time from the madness to stand back and absorb the occasion:
the happiness, the love, the smiles on people’s faces. But most
importantly, take a few moments to glance through the crowd and look at
your husband or wife. You’ll be hard-pressed to find another time in your
life when you love them quite as much, when you're quite as proud of
them or when you feel quite as complete.
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Real Wedding

carly & Tom's

Little Black Book
Bride’s dress: Esme by Jenny Packham from
the London boutique www.jennypackham.com
Bride’s hairpiece: Dragonfly
www.dragonflylifestyle.co.uk
Bride’s cape: A veil altered by Elite Alterations
www.elitealterations.co.uk
Hair & make-up: Natalie Williams, Carly’s
sister-in-law 07977 852293
Bridesmaid dresses: No.1 Jenny Packham at
Debenhams www.debenhams.com
Groom’s suit: Debenhams Suit Hire
www.debenhams.com
Venue & catering: Prested Hall www.prested.co.uk
Cake: Marks & Spencer www.marksandspencer.com
Flowers & chair covers: Complete Event Hire &
Entourage www.completeeventhire.com
DJ: Aiden Lee – one of the guests
Décor, dancefloor & uplighters: Aurora Pearl
www.aurorapearl.co.uk
Fireworks: Dynamic www.dynamicfireworks.co.uk
Photography: Adam Cherry Photography
www.adamcherryphotography.co.uk
128
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Peter Minney
F.G Int.P.T MCMI

Professional ToasTMasTer & MasTer of CereMonies
Being a Fellow of the Guild of International Professional Toastmasters, Peter is focused on providing high quality
service and customer satisfaction - we will do everything we can to meet your expectations.
Your wedding day is one of the most memorable days of your life, so it is worth appointing a qualified Toastmaster to
ensure that everything possible will be done to make it memorable for all the right reasons.
UK Finalist and Regional Winner of the 2015, 5 Star Wedding Service Awards.
Awarded Toastmaster of the year 2016 by the Guild of International Professional Toastmasters

Celebrity presenter of the prestigious British Wedding Awards

Tel: 01245 472414 | Mobile: 07935 185354 | Email: peterminney@onetel.com

www.guildtoastmaster.com

please visit our Facebook, LinkedIn, and the video on www.vimeo.britishweddingawards2017

I believe that life should be celebrated, and I see the act of a Ceremony as
the perfect opportunity to publicly celebrate love, family and commitment.
You can have your Ceremony wherever you choose, at any time and it
will be entirely up to you how it flows. It will reflect your personal beliefs
and lifestyle, perhaps a fusion of faiths, a themed affair or your take on a
traditional Ceremony.
My approach is simple, let’s get to know each other really well and find out
what you would like, it is after all about the two of you. I would be truly
honoured to hear from you and be involved in your special day.
Nichola
e: hello@bespokecelebrantceremonies.co.uk
t: 07970 214510
w: bespokecelebrantceremonies.co.uk
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WEDDING CASTLE FOR YOUR SPECIAL OCCASION

Receive a
special discou
nted
rate today:
Quote ‘ABM
Leaping Lily’

Outdoor
& indoor
Love signs

Garden
games

Stunning backdrop for photos

Fun for adults and children

Tel: 07807 040360

www.leapinglilybouncycastlesessex.co.uk

Leaping-lily-bouncy-castles

Simply Sweet Candy Co. will help you give your wedding day that WOW factor

Here at Simply Sweet Candy Co, we are a family run business based on the Essex coast. We cover Essex, Kent,
Suffolk and surrounding areas. Our aim is to work with you to help make your day a special one. With our
selection of stunning accessories to choose from, any one of them will help add that special touch to your day.

Call 07787897755 Email simplysweetcandyco@hotmail.com

www.simplysweetcandyco.co.uk
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The Old Sweet Cart
Wedding & Event Hire

If you are looking for something unique for your special day then look no further, our beautiful
vintage style sweet cart will give your wedding day that extra wow factor.
The Old Sweet Cart is a family run business in Kent, we provide our Sweet Cart
and accessories for hire for Weddings / Civil Partnerships and other special
events across London, Kent, Essex and the south east.
We offer a range of packages and also a bespoke service.

www.theoldsweetcart.co.uk | M: 07546 017 091 | E: info@theoldsweetcart.co.uk
10%
DISCOUNT

on cakes with
four plus
whole cheeses

Quote
AB29
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Gifting

Present
We talk to Nicola Gemmell, the
manager of The Wedding Shop’s
Edinburgh branch about tailoring
your gift list, gauging your guests’
budgets, space-travel experiences
and showroom bubbly
Tell me a bit about when The
Wedding Shop started and where
couples can visit showrooms?
The Wedding Shop was established 29 years ago
and has gone through many phases. It started
with its Fulham Road branch, which is still
open today, and has since expanded to include
Dublin and Edinburgh showrooms, as well
as concessions in London’s Selfridges and
Arnotts in Dublin.
What are the advantages of
registering a gift list?
It’s really lovely for both you and your guests, as
you can ask for the things you actually need as
well as some things that you just wouldn’t justify
buying for yourself, and they know that they’re
buying you something you genuinely want
and will use. Let’s face it, no one will know the
colour palette of your house like you and your
partner, so why risk being bought purple towels
for a turquoise-and-white bathroom?
Also, with a gift list, you genuinely remember
who gave you what – for example, I know that
the friends visiting me and my husband next
month bought us the set of brandy glasses we
asked for, so I’ll make a point of buying a bottle
132

➤

form

Copper KitchenAid, £789

in time for their arrival. It feels more
meaningful than cash.
How easy is it to register and
start building a gift list?
You sign up on the website and register
the list with both of your names. From
there, you can book a complimentary
appointment to visit your nearest
showroom. You'll have exclusive use of the
space for two hours to set dinner tables,
lay out shelves and get a real sense of what
you both want. However, some couples will
be happy to put together the whole list –
whether it’s product or honeymoon-based
– via the website.
Nonetheless, all couples are allocated an
experienced personal advisor who’ll guide
you through the process, and also reach
whenever necessary via phone or email.
They’re on hand to help you as much or
as little as you need.
Another great benefit of The Wedding
Shop’s gifting system is the flexibility – you
can change gifts on the list for our other
branded products with ease, although they
can’t be swapped for labels we don’t supply
Which brands do you stock?
We stock more than 300 brands at the
moment, but this figure’s always growing as
we have buyers who travel the globe, seeking
out innovative labels and fresh designers that
will appeal to our diverse range of clients.
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Baccarat vase,
£3,410

Teamaster’s Afternoon Tea for two
at Mandarin Oriental Hype Park
with Truly Experiences, £122.50

Chicken egg
cup, £3

Crockpot slow
cooker, £54.99

➤

Our brand partners include The White Company,
Crockpot, Braun, Emma Bridgewater, Falcon
Enamelware, FitBit, Tom Dixon and Wedgewood
to name a few.
What if a couple wants some
pieces that aren’t stocked on The
Wedding Shop website?
We don’t restrict our couples to choosing products
from our showrooms and website. If you see a piece
of glassware you like in another supplier, such as
Anthropologie, for example, you just need to find
it on the store’s website and copy the URL to add it
to your The Wedding Shop list as a custom gift. On
the app, it’s even easier, as you can scan the product’s
barcode while you’re browsing. If someone buys you
a custom product on the list, we’ll confirm with you
at the time that you definitely want it so we can order
it from the supplier for you immediately.
You also offer honeymoon and
experience options, don’t you?
Yes, we started offering honeymoon contribution
funds around two years ago. This can be done as a
simple fund with guests able to donate whatever they
want to the fund, or you can make it like a gift list,
with items such as flight upgrades, spa treatments,
experiences and trips
within the holiday listed
alongside the cost. For
example, if you’re going
to Sri Lanka and know
you want to visit the
Elephant Freedom Project,
you’d put the price of
the visit on the list and
someone could buy you
the experience. That way,
The White Company,
they still get a sense of
what they’re giving you as Breakfast tray, £65
a wedding gift. We don’t
actually book these experiences or your honeymoon
for you; we just collect the money to give to you after
the wedding. However, we do have travel partners
such as Original Travel and World Frontier, which we
can organise experiences through for you.
In terms of experiences, you can add our other
partner, Truly Experiences’ trips, treats and ideas onto
your list as you would any other gift. The company
offers anything from afternoon tea for two to private
group space travel with Bloon, priced at £380,000 –
that one’s clearly for the couple who has everything!

Vietnam Honeymoon
Adventure with Wild
Frontiers from £3,590

Just to give us a real sense
of The Wedding Shop price
range, can you tell me
the cheapest and most
expensive single product
items in stock?
Our cheapest piece is a cute egg cup with
little chicken feet, which is £3, and the
most expensive product is a £3,500
crystal vase by Baccarat.
What’s the most popular gift?
Definitely the Breakfast in Bed tray from
The White Company. Priced at £65, it’s
a great moderately priced item and it’s
such a romantic gift; a couple can build
a tradition of weekend breakfast in bed
together with this tray in mind. It’s our
bestseller both in store and online. At the
more expensive end of the spectrum, slow
cookers and KitchenAid food mixers are
also popular.
Gift budgets are
often a bit of a
taboo subject
between guests –
what is a typical
gift price, and
couple spend?
The average price for
a gift is around £80,
with couples spending
around £80 to £90, and
single guests buying
gifts around the £50 to
£60 each. There are lots of items you can
get within in that range. However, for
higher-ticket items, you can set this up so
multiple guests can contribute towards the
item until it’s bought, so no one friend or
family member feels the pressure to pay
out the full product price.
Our gift lists are so varied from couple to
couple. They can run in value from £200
to £20,000, or even more if you’re putting
space travel on your wish list!

Nicola’s seven key
pieces of gift-list advice
♥ Make sure your gift list is completed
and live online in time for finalising
your invitations. That way, you can
include all of the relevant details and
URL on the invitation, and it saves any
confusion for guests that are anxious
about what to get you.
♥ Put together a list with a fair price
range. Bearing in mind that the average
gift spend I mentioned, try to keep
your gifts within this scale, with a few
smaller items and a few larger pieces
that could be group purchases.
♥ I’d dissuade couples from putting
too many electronic gadgets on
their list, as these items can
date more quickly.
♥ Don’t feel pressured to put in
something that you think you’re
supposed to ask for – if neither of you
spend much time in the kitchen,
don’t ask for a £400 Magimix
food processor!
♥ Be sure to include two or three
‘spoiling’ items that you don’t
necessarily need, but you’ll be thrilled if
someone gets one of them for you. It
doesn’t have to all be so sensible!
♥ If you can, you should absolutely
visit a showroom. As it’s a private
appointment that we set aside two
hours for, it’ll give us and your advisor
a better sense of what you want. Plus,
with champagne on arrival you’re
guaranteed to enjoy the experience!
You’ll also receive one of our
lovely goody bags.
♥ Don’t forget to thank everyone!
Not only can you get thank-you
stationery at The Wedding Shop, your
account will have a Thank You Manager
page, which means you can keep track
of who to thank for what present, so
you can tailor your messages.

For more information and to register with The Wedding Shop, visit www.theweddingshop.com
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Planning

2
2
Such a
perfect day

Owner of BusyBrides Wedding Planners and one of the UK’s leading
female toastmasters, Sian Belton talks about day-coordination packages,
building a rapport with couples and achieving the ultimate stress-free

When and how was BusyBrides established?

I started BusyBrides back in 2013. Having more than 20
years’ experience organising events, I felt that wedding
planning was something I’d enjoy a lot more than the
corporate confines of the events industry – and I was right!
I just love helping my clients have the most memorable
and magical day and being a part of their amazing journey.
However, I’m not just a wedding planner: I’m also a
professionally trained toastmaster, and proud to have
offered award-winning planning services since 2015.
With my most recent Essex Wedding Awards accolade,
I’ve become the UK’s only independent multiple-awardwinning female toastmaster!
I believe my success in this industry is down to my passion
and the commitment, dedication and exceptional customer
service I provide to my clients. I love meeting new couples,
getting to know them, and helping them have a perfect and
stress-free wedding day.

Can you outline the packages that are available
to couples?

My specialist area of planning is in wedding-day management
and toastmaster services. I offer a range of day-coordination
packages, from short, half- and full-day to partial wedding
planning I have unrivalled packages to suit each couple’s
requirements and budget with the right amount of help that
they need. I’ve managed or planned weddings with budgets
ranging from £12,000 for a classic big day to £150,000 threeday extravaganzas. Whilst I run a business, my packages are
not about profit margins, they’re about making sure every
couple can have a perfect, stress-free wedding that matches
their style and is managed to precision.

At what stage of the planning process should
a couple get in touch with you?

134

Couples can reach out to me at any time, but the earlier
they come to me, the more they can take advantage of my
experience and expertise. My short-day service has been
created for the organised couple who just need an extra pair
of hands to make sure their plans are perfectly executed and
don’t want to leave any spare responsibilities with family, in

these cases, they can get in touch as little as three weeks ahead.
Couples who want the half or full-day-coordination could get
in touch any time between two to 18 months ahead of time.

What sort of couples does BusyBrides
usually work with?

As I specialise in on the day-coordination, my brides and
grooms have always planned all or most of their own
weddings, but they’re generally somewhere that has no staffing
or catering as part of the usual package, or in an empty barn,
marquee, tipi in the middle of a field, or even on their own
home grounds. These wedding are the most complex to
manage, as they’re often multi-cultural celebrations or highly
personalised. Couples that have booked with me have lots of
varied suppliers and want a stress-free wedding day without
the hassle of having to manage them and deal with their
enquiries in the run up to the day.

How much time do you spend with couples
in the initial planning stages?

Every couple is different, but they’ll have unlimited contact
with me via email throughout the planning stages to make
sure they get as much support as needed. However, there
are always a minimum of two planning meetings for
full-day coordination.

What’s the most important piece of advice
you give couples before the wedding?

Your day will really go fast and If you can, try to take out five
minutes a couple of times during the big day where you’re
totally alone and take it all in. If time permits, I often ask the
photographers to take their last picture of them at the furthest
point and leave them to walk back together alone.
Allow the day to be what it is. If the weather’s not what you
dreamed for your day, don’t let it define your mood. If your
speeches overrun, don’t panic. Just be present on your day and
allow every single moment be a good memory

For more information and to contact Sian, visit
www.busybrides.co.uk

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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Premium Wedding Musicians
Musicians

Essence
music

HARPISTS

The Finest Hand-Picked Bands, Singers, DJ’s & Musicians For Hire

STRING QUARTETS

CEILIDH/BARN DANCE

TRIBUTES

RAT PACK SINGERS

ACOUSTIC DUOS

SAXOPHONISTS

JAZZ BANDS

LIVE BANDS

ESSENCE DJ’s/DISCOS

PIANISTS*

*Many of our pianists are also professional singers able to accompany themselves - enjoy some variety at no extra cost!

With first hand experience of
virtually every venue in the
South East - who better to trust
with your wedding music!

Book your music from our award
winning musicians, call 01621 744388

*Essence Music is run by the winners of
the ‘Best Live Act’ award in the 2017/18
Essex Wedding Awards. They were
also finalists with Essence DJ’s in these
awards, as well as being East of England
regional finalists (Best Wedding DJ) in
The Wedding Industry Awards 2017/18.

www.weddingmusic.expert hello@weddingmusic.expert

www.disco.expert

Beaumont Displays
Venue decorations for all occasions. Hire only.
Personal delivery and collection only. Minimum orders may apply.

 Table centres
 Bay trees

 Chair covers

 Coloured sashes

 Blossom trees

 Drapes

 Candelabras
 Sweet cart
 Crystal trees

 Vases

 Topiary trees

 Light curtains
 Arches

 Lanterns

 Bird cages

Tel: 07928 597454 | Email: beaumontdisplays@hotmail.com
Please visit our website for more information www.beaumontdisplaysevents.co.uk
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Why not join us
at one of our
wedding fayres?
Held every 6 weeks
- it’s a great way
to meet all our
suppliers

www.martelsevents.co.uk | 01371 871969

Wear Me

Martels Bridal Boutique
Christine’s Occasion Wear
COO Jewellers
Dapper chaps men’s formal wear

Entertain Me

Evolution Discos
Evo inflatables
Zoe Alexandria - Pianist

Tina’s Pretty Pieces
TM Catering Hire
Truly, Gladly, Sweetly

Martels Wedding & Events Village, High Easter
Road, Barnston, Essex, CM6 1NA
Help Me

Eat Me

Jennifer Cakes
Dukes Kitchen
Premier Crew Hospitality

Hire me/Buy Me

Alison White Wedding Flowers
Evo Event Hire
Shotton Photography
Red Carpet Video

The Essex Events Company
Rebecca Beecham Travel Counsellors
Amanda Alexander Celebrant
I DO: Workouts - Personal Training

Please see our website for more information on the companies based at Martels
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PROFESSIONAL DJ / COMPÈRE  ALL DAY OPTION  UP LIGHTING
 LED DANCE FLOOR  'LOVE' LETTERS  SPECIAL EFFECTS

T: 07831232322 / 01992 554719
E: info@howardneildiscotheques.co.uk

www.howardneildiscotheques.co.uk
WEDDING SPECIALISTS

138_AB29.indd 1

08/08/2018 22:36

Partner of
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COO Jewellers Ltd
Suite 53, 5th Floor,
New House, 68 Hatton Garden,
London EC1N 8JY
020 7404 0757
COO jewellers_FPA_AB29.indd 1

COO Jewellers Ltd
Martels Wedding & Events Village
High Easter Road, Barnston
Essex CM6 1NA
hello@coojewellers.com

Interest free
credit available.
See website for
full details.

facebook.com/coojewellers
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